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PREFACE. 


EVERY  reflecting  man  who  contemplates 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  must  be  sensible 
qf  the  important  posture  of  its  affairs :  and  every 
serious  Christian  who  views  it  in  the  light  of 
divine  revelation,  must  necessarily  be  struck 
with  the  present  momentous  signs  of  the  times. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  since 
the  period  which  immediately  preceded  the  mani 
festation  of  GOD  in  human  flesh,  there  never  has 
been  a  time  more  full  of  moment  than  the  present. 

The  greatest  efforts  are  making  both  by  the 
friends  and  foes  of  Religious  Truth.  By  the  one 
party,  the  Scriptures  are  circulated,  and  the 
gospel  preached,  with  unparalleled  extensive- 
ness  ;  and  instruction  afforded  to  the  young  and 
ignorant  in  a  manner  and  to  a  degree  heretofore 
unknown ;  at  the  same  time  that  numerous  and 
various  societies  for  the  moral  improvement  of 
our  fellow  creatures  are  instituted  in  many 
countries.  Thus,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
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even  now  proclaimed  in  almost  every  land,  pre 
parative  ol'  that  great  day,  when  it  shall  be  not 
only  heard  but  received  alike  by  Jew  and  Gentile, 
and  experienced  in  all  its  blessedness,  by  those 
of  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue.  By 
the  other,  bold  and  energetic  efforts  are  making 
to  render  nugatory  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  either  openly,  by  pouring  contempt 
upon  them,  and  holding  them  and  every  thing  of 
a  religious  nature,  up  to  ridicule  and  shame,  or 
else  by  more  subtle  and  designing  foes,  who,  in 
the  character  of  the  best  friends  of  revelation, 
fritter  away  by  their  improved  glosses  upon  the 
Scriptures,  their  obvious  meaning,  and  rob  them 
of  their  power. 

But,  although  the  word  of  GOD  is  effectually 
proof  against  either  the  open  or  disguised  attacks 
of  enemies,  yet  we  must  acknowledge  that  if  the 
adversaries  of  truth  cannot  succeed  on  that  point, 
they  may,  and  often  do  prove  successful  in  de 
luding  the  minds  of  men  so  far  as  to  induce  them 
to  reject  the  sacred  volume  without  even  a 
hearing :  and  thus  they  become  instrumental  in 
involving  their  fellow-creatures,  with  themselves, 
in  eternal  ruin;  and  in  spreading  those  senti 
ments,  which,  from  their  extensive  influence, 
have  led  many,  with  some  propriety,  to  designate 


the  present   period  as  especially   the    age   of 
infidelity. 

But  this  has  long  been  foretold  ;  and  hence  we 
see,  that  the  devil  is,  indeed,  come  down,  having 
great  wrath,  because  he  knoweth  that  he  hath  but 
a  short  time.*  Nevertheless,  the  Church  of 
Christ  is  founded  on  a  rock,  and  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.^ 

Under  such  circumstances  therefore,  whatever 
tends  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  one  party, 
may  justly  be  considered  as  having  an  opposite 
effect  upon  the  other;  and  what  so  calculated  to 
encourage  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  friends  of 
Zion,  as  a  display  of  the  triumphs  of  her  King? 

It  is  with  this  feeling  that  the  following  little 
work  is  now  made  public. 

But,  it  maybe  said,  the  world  teems  with  such 
books  as  this.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  so.  But 
while  such  books  find  readers,  and  while  men 
remain  in  an  unconverted  state,  they  are  not 
too  numerous. 

Nevertheless,  I  do  not  pretend  or  presume  to 
attach  importance  to  this  publication.  Far  from 
it.  For  we  are  not  sufficient  of  ourselves  to  think 
any  thing  as  of  ourselves :  but  our  sufficiency  is 
of  OOD.§  Therefore,  the  author  trusts  he  forms 

*  Rev.  xii.  12.  f  Mat.  xvi.  18.  §  2.  Cor.  iii.  5. 
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a  more  just  estimate  of  its  merits.  But  he  knows 
that  a  mite,  cast  into  a  scale,  will  tend  to  give  it 
preponderance.  He  knows  too,  that  the  most 
elaborate,  luminous,  and  affecting  work  of  human 
learning,  can  do  no  real  good  to  the  soul  of  man, 
unless  GOD  himself  apply  it  to  the  heart :  and  he 
knows  that  the  simplest  word  of  the  most  illiterate 
man,  if  thus  accompanied,  will  be  sufficient  to 
efiect  the  conversion  of  the  wise  or  the  mighty. 
In  this  persuasion  it  is  sent  forth. 

The  following  pages,  it  is  humbly,  yet  con 

fidently  believed,    exhibit  only   those  peculiar 

doctrines  which  are  the  essence  of  the  gospel; 

forming  those  glad-tidings  which  Jesus  Christ 

came  into  the  world  to  publish,  which  he  spent 

his  life  in  forming  the  subject  of,    and  which 

he  has  in  every  subsequent  age  sent  forth  his 

ministers  to  declare  to  guilty  men.     It  is  the 

same  GRACE  wherein  the  CHURCH  in  every 

age  has  stood — it  is  the    same   LOVE  which 

has  ever  flowed  through  the  same  channel  to 

dying  men— it  is  the  same  STRENGTH   that 

was  made  perfect  in  the  weakness  of  Abraham, 

Isaac,  and  Jacob,  the  Prophets,  and  Apostles, 

and  is  now  the  support  of  every  living  saint,  that 

is  here  displayed.     In  short,  unless  indeed  the 

author  has  greatly  erred  from  his  design,  it  is  the 
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everlasting  covenanted  love  of  Jehovah,  in  his 
Trinity  of  persons,  towards  his  Church  and 
people ;  and  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  suitableness, 
and  fulness,  and  freeness  of  his  salvation,  as 
the  sum  and  substance  of  that  covenant,  which 
is  here  exhibited. 

To  such  as  do  not  feel  themselves  to  be  utterly 
helpless,  ruined,  and  bankrupt,  those  doctrines 
will  of  course  prove  at  the  best  but  unpalatable 
ones.  But  such  will  do  well  to  contemplate, 
among  other  solemn  parts  of  Scripture,  Paul's 
awful  close  to  his  sermon  at  Antioch,  Behold  ye 
despisers,  and  wonder,  and  perish  ;  for  I  work 
a  work  in  your  days,  a  work  which  you  shall  in 
no  wise  believe,  though  a  man  declare  it  unto  you.* 

It  is  now  proper  to  announce  in  few  words  the 
motive  for  undertaking  the  following  work.  At 
a  very  unexpected  moment  the  papers  relative  to 
Mr.  Gr — t,  the  subject  of  the  memoir,  were  put 
into  my  hand,  together  with  a  letter  from  a  dear 
Christian  friend,  earnestly  requesting  me  to 
arrange  and  prepare  the  whole  for  publication. 
Interesting  as  the  documents  were,  I  felt,  upon 
perusing  them,  that  I  could  do  nothing  with 
them  ;  and  my  mind  was  so  averse  to  the  under 
taking,  that  I  sent  the  whole  back,  begging  to 

*  Acts  xiii,  41. 


VJII 

decline  the  work.  They  were  again  forwarded 
to  me ;  and  I  was  solicited  in  such  strong  terras, 
and  addressed  by  such  warm  and  irresistible 
arguments,  that,  although  I  felt,  and  still  feel, 
that  the  individual  who  thus  pressed  me  into  the 
work,  ought  himself  to  have  undertaken  it,  for 
which  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  de 
ceased  so  peculiarly  qualified  him ;  I  was  con 
strained  to  view  it  as  a  call  in  providence  that  I 
could  not  resist ;  and  accordingly,  though  with 
reluctance,  I  ventured  upon  the  task.  It  was 
commenced  in  a  spirit  of  dependanee  upon  GOD, 
and  with  prayer  for  his  teaching  and  direction: 
it  has  been  carried  on  in  the  same :  and  it  is  now, 
as  it  were,  laid  down  at  the  foot  of  the  cross, 
beseeching  the  Lord  to  vouchsafe  to  receive,  to 
own,  and  honor  it. 

If  it  should  only  amuse  or  interest  for  an  hour ; 
or  if  it  should  only  excite  an  individual  to  cry 
like  Balaam,  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his,*  while  the  heart 
remains  estranged  from  GOD,  it  will  have  effected 
nothing  to  the  purpose ;  but  if  it  shall  prove  the 
means  of  leading  but  one  soul  to  Jesus,  in  faith 
and  repentance,  to  receive  salvation  in  him,  I 
am  then  abundantly  repaid. 

*  Num.  xxiii.  10. 
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May  those  who  know  the  privilege  and  power, 
and  enjoy  the  sweetness  of  prayer,  unite  their 
supplications  to  the  Father  of  mercies,  arid  the 
GOD  of  all  Grace,  for  the  attainment  of  this 
desirable  end ;  that  so  the  writer  and  the  reader 
may  rejoice  together. 

T.  R. 

AHMEDNUGGUR,? 

December  37,  1825.  S 
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OF  THE  ROYAL  NAVY, 

rHO  DIED  AT  ST.  HELENA,  17ra  DECEMBER,  1820, 
AGED  .TWENTY-ONE  YEARS. 


ith  an  APPENDIX  containing  several  Prayers  as  left  in  Manuscript 
by  the  deceased. 


SECOND  EDITION. 


Vot  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his 
;rcy  he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
tost ;  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour ; 
at,  being  justified  by  his  grace,  we  should  be  made  heirs  according  to  tlie 
•pe  of  eternal  life.  Titus  iii,  6,  6,  T. 


1827. 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION 
OF  THE  FIRST  PART. 


WHEN  the  papers  from  which  the  following  Memoir  has 
been  compiled  were  first  transmitted  to  me  from  my  friend,  they 
were  such  as  almost  exclusively  related  to  Mr.  Gr— t ;  and  the  only 
intention  I  then  had  was  to  publish  a  little  memoir  of  that  in 
teresting  young  Christian.  But,  not  only  did  the  original  subject 
dilate  as  it  advanced,  but,  in  the  course  of  correspondence  with  my 
friend,  so  many  additional  facts,  with  letters  and  papers,  came 
into  my  possession,  which  I  was  continually  urged  to  throw  into 
the  memoir,  that  it  became  difficult  to  determine  how  to  arrange 
so  many  various  documents  with  due  consistency  ;  and  at  length  it 
appeared  most  suitable  to  throw  the  whole  into  a  new  form,  by 
dividing  it  into  two  parts,  and  giving  it  a  new  title  : — the  first 
part  to  contain  only  the  memoir  originally  intended  for  publication ; 
and  the  second,  to  be  occupied  by  a  recital  of  that  remarkable 
work  of  grace  subsequently  carried  on  at  St.  Helena,  in  the 
instances  of  individuals  who  are,  it  is  believed,  mostly  living  at 
the  present  day. 

A  second  edition  of  the  first  part  of  the  Memoirs  is  now  presented 
to  the  public;  but  with  respect  to  the  second  part,  circumstances, 
not  foreseen  when  the  first  edition  of  the  following  work  was  sent 
to  the  press,  have  arisen,  which  must  prevent  the  publication  of  it 
as  soon  as  was  then  contemplated.  Should  the  obstacles  which 
have  presented  themselves  be  overcome,  the  author's  original  in 
tention  will  be  fulfilled  as  soon  as  possible. 

T.  R. 


MEMOIRS 


OP  A 


YOUNG  OFFICER 


OF  THE 


ROYAL  NAVY. 


THE  very  early  part  of  the  life  of  the  indi 
vidual  who  forms  the  subject  of  the  following 
Memoir  is  but  little  known.  But  this  need  not 
to  be  regretted.  It  rarely  occurs  that  the  very 
juvenile  years  of  the  greatest  characters  afford 
incidents,  which,  when  viewed  impartially,  aro 
worthy  of  recording;  and  still  more  rare  is  it, 
to  meet  with  those  who  afford  any  encouraging 
evidences  of  having  been  sanctified  from  the 
womb ;  or  who,  like  Timothy,  have  been 
acquainted  with  the  Scriptures  from  a  child. 

Mr.  Robert  Gr — t  was  one  of  rather  a  large 
family  in  North  Britain.    When  a  boy  he  was 
B 


14 

frequently  an  inmate  of  the  family  at  Granton- 
House,  near  Edinburgh,  and  was  also  a  school 
fellow  of  the  sons  of  the  noble  residents  of  that 
mansion.  It  is  observed  of  him,  that,  at  that 
time,  he  was  what  one  would  call  a  wild  boy, 
full  of  all  sorts  of  tricks. 

Upon  his  first  entering  the  Royal  Navy,  he 
sailed  in  the  Saracen*  a  brig  at  that  time  on  the 
Halifax  station.  Upon  quitting  her,  he  served 
on  board  the  Liffey,  in  which  ship  he  remained 
about  six  months,  and  from  her  was  removed,  in 
the  spring  of  the  year  1820,  to  the  Vigo  of  74 
guns,  proceeding  to  the  Saint  Helena  station, 
and  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Lambert. 

Almost  immediately  after  joining  the  Vigo,  he 
was  taken  ill.  The  seeds  of  that  disease,  which 
not  only  terminated  his  early  career  in  the  pro 
fession  in  which  he  had  so  recently  engaged,  but 
also  cut  short  the  days  of  his  mortal  life,  were 
now  sown.  With  steady  progress,  unarrested 
by  medical  skill  or  attention,  the  fatal  malady 
kept  on  its  way ;  blighted  the  fond  hopes  and  ex 
pectations  of  affectionate  relatives,  and  brought 
its  victim  by  rapid  stages  to  an  early  grave. 

Ye,  who  are  parents,  hence  learn  wisdom! 
Listen  to  the  warning  voice  of  Providence,  that 
speaks  in  this,  as  in  a  thousand  instances !  Ye, 
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Who  indulge  in  dreams  of  lengthened  days  of 
health,  of  peace,  honor,  glory,  or  possessions 
for  your  children,  remember  that  we  are  strangers 
and  sojourners  before  God  as  were  all  our 
fathers:  our  days  on  the  earth  are  as  a  shadow, 
and  there  is  none  abiding .* 

Strange,  that  standing,  as  we  momentarily  do, 
between  the  dying  and  the  dead,  we  should 
need  to  be  thus  admonished :  but  God  speaketk 
once,  yea,  twice,  yet  man  perceiveth  it  not.  Seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness  ; 
and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.-]- 

The  call  is  loud  and  earnest!  'Tis  uttered  by 
him  who  alone  fully  knows  the  import  of  the 
words.  See  then  that  ye  refuse  not  him  who 
thus  speaketh  :  but,  letting  go  your  undue  grasp 
of  earthly  things,  seek  for  your  children,  that 
health  of  soul  which  Jesus,  the  great  physician, 
alone  can  give  :§  seek  for  them,  that  peace 
which  they,  and  they  only,  who  believe  do  enjoy  ;J 
seek  that  honor  which  cometh  from  God,|[ — 
that  crown  of  glory  which  is  eternal,^" — and  that 
inheritance  which  is  incorruptible,  undeliled,  and 

•  i.  Ch.  xxix,  15.  f  Job  xxxiii,  14 .  Mat.  vi.  S3. 

§   Compare  Psalms  xli.  4,  with  Mark  ii.  5. 
$  Compare  Isaiah  Ivii,  21,  and  Mark  xvi,  16,  with  Romans  Y.  1, 

and  Ileb.  iv,  3. 
B  John  v,  44.  J  1.  Teterv,  4. 
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that  fadeth  not  away  :*  and  then,  indeed,  if  ye 
are  called  to  see  your  offspring  descend  into  an 
early  grave,  ye  shall  be  spared  the  bitter  reflec 
tion,  that  their  precious  souls  have  perished 
through  your  supine,  and  sinful  negligence.  But 
if,  indeed,  ye  yourselves  arc  blind  to  the  im 
portance  ot  these  eternal  realities :  if  ye,  who 
are  parents,  and  so  much  the  more  advanced  in 
the  stage  of  life,  are  still  imawakened  to  a  due 
sense  of  the  vast  value,  the  immense  responsi 
bility,  and  the  imminent  danger  of  your  souls, 
with  what  success  can  the  arousing  call  be  now 
made  to  you,  on  behalf  of  your  offspring.  Ye, 
perhaps,  like  thousands,  are  living  at  ease  in 
sin,  quietly  pursuing  the  beaten  road  with  the 
unthinking  many,  and  crying  in  your  delusions, 
"  /  shall  have  peace  at  last."*?  Were  the  arm  of 
GOD  not  omnipotent,  vain  would  be  the  writer's 
pen,  and  vain  the  preacher's  tongue.  May  that 
arm  be  so  revealed,  as  to  cause  you  savingly  to 
hear  the  important  call,  "  Awake  to  righteous 
ness,  and  sin  not;  for  some  have  not  the  knowledge 
of  God :  I  spealc  this  to  your  shame ."§ 

And  ye  who  are  believing  parents,  suffer  ye 
also  the  word  of  exhortation.  Ye  cannot  be 
altogether  unmindful  of  the  eternal  interests  of 

*  1.  Peter  i,  4.        f  Deut.  xxix,  19.        §  1.  Cor.  xv,  34. 
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your  children ;  but,  if  indeed  ye  are  spiritually 
alive  to  GOD,  ye  must  feel  the  great  responsibility 
that  rests  upon  you  ;  and,  with  many  groans 
and  tears,  travail  in  birth  again  for  them,  until 
Christ  be  formed  in  their  hearts.*  Ye  have,  it 
may  be,  your  discouragements,  and  are  often 
afflicted  and  distressed  to  find  your  children  so 
much  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  grace  of 
GOD;  or  so  negligent  of  that  pearl  of  richest 
price,  whose  glories  ye  so  often  labour  to  display 
before  them.  Remember,  however,  that  the 
work  is  GOD'S  work;  and  nothing  is  impossible 
to  those  who  believe.  Cast  not  away  therefore 
your  confidence,  which  hath  great  recompense  of 
reward;-]-  but  while  ye  continue  instant  in  prayer 
to  GOD,  on  their  behalf,  and  while  ye  seek  by 
your  doctrines  to  win  them  to  the  truth,  seek, 
more  especially,  so  to  walk  before  them,  as 
elders  in  the  church  of  Christ,  that  your  life  may 
become  a  practical  comment  on  what  you  preach. 
Above  all  things,  be  not  weary  in  well  doing, 
for  in  due  time,  ye  shall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not: 
therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  steadfast, 
unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour 
is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.§ 

*  Gal.  iv,  19.        f  Heb.  x,  35.        §  Gal.  vi.  9  :  1.  Cor.  xv,  38. 
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Mr.  Gr— t  was  now,  in  the  hour  of  sickness 
and  of  suffering,  removed  far  from  his  friends ; 
and  deprived  of  all  those  varied  and  tenderly 
solicitous  cares,  which,  beneath  his  parents' 
roof,  would,  at  such  a  season,  have  been  be 
stowed  upon  him.  He  was  also  cut  off  from  the 
benefit  of  all  parental  advice,  admonition,  and 
comfort.  But  he  was  not  left  to  perish  for  lack 
of  knowledge.*  The  grace  of  a  covenant  GOD, 
raised  up  to  him  a  friend  in  the  hour  of  need, 
and  a  young  and  inexperienced  shipmate  became 
the  honored  medium  of  communicating  to  his 
dying  friend,  those  important  truths  of  the  gospel, 
which  it  should  be  the  first  and  chiefest  care  of 
every  parent  to  convey  to  the  opening  minds  of 
their  children. 

Of  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Gr — t's  state,  during 
the  passage  to  Saint  Helena,  in  respect  either 
of  his  bodily  or  mental  condition,  there  is  no 
detailed  account.  It  might  perhaps  be  pleasing 
to  know,  in  what  way  the  first  declarations  of 
divine  truth  were  received  by  him.  But  to  be 
thus  informed  is  not  essential.  Sufficient  it  is 
for  us  to  know,  on  satisfactory  evidence,  that 
the  Lord  was  gracious  to  him ;  and  that  the 
intercourse  of  his  pious  messmate  became 

*  Hos.  iv,  6. 
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effectual  to  awaken  in  him  some  convictions  of 
his  own  personal  guilt  and  danger,  and  those 
aspirations  after  the  water  of  life,  which  issued 
in  his  full  reception  and  enjoyment  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  all  his  subsequent  happy 
experience. 

The  following  concise  and  modest  account  of 
his  state,  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Vigo  at 
the  Island,  was  written  by  his  valuable  young 
friend  before  alluded  to,  to  a  friend  in  England, 
and  is  extracted  from  his  letter. 

"H.  M.  S.  Vigo,  ST.  HELENA, 
July  19,  1820. 

"  Immediately  after  joining,  he  was  attacked 
by  a  disease  of  the  heart,  and  an  affection  of 
the  lungs,  which  are  now  become  a  confirmed 
decline.  He  has  occupied  the  Flag  Lieutenant's 
Cabin,  and  suffered  me  to  read  the  Scriptures 
to  him,  also  Cooper's  Sermons ;  and  of  late,  has 
shewn  an  earnest  solicitude  for  his  soul,  and 
often  expresses  a  hope,  that  GOD  will  pardon 
him  for  Christ's  sake.  In  fact,  he  will  not  hear 
any  spiritual  works  read  but  those  which  set 
forth  the  propitiation. 

"  How  much  I  lament  my  own  inexperience ; 
that  I  might  be  able  to  render  him  more 
B  4 
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assistance.  I  pray  that  GOD  may  grant  him 
the  teaching  of  his  Holy  Spirit ;  and  then  his 
soul  will  rise  triumphant. 

"  He  is  sensible  of  his  own  state ;  and  to 
morrow  goes  to  sick  quarters,  where  I  hope 
Mr.  Vernon  may  visit  him.  He  much  wishes  to 
receive  the  Lord's  Supper  and  is  preparing  his 
mind  for  that  holy  ordinance. 

"R.  J.  M— SH." 


I  now  feel  impelled  to  break  the  plain  line  of 
narrative,  and,  pausing  for  a  moment,  to  reflect 
on  what  has  herein  been  brought  before  us. 

Are  you,  my  dear  reader,  acquainted  with 
the  interior  of  a  Man  of  War  ?  If  indeed  you 
are,  then  I  am  persuaded  your  heart  will  glow, 
if  your  eyes  also  do  not  melt  at  the  consideration 
of  this  pious  midshipman,  thus  engaged  in  this 
holy,  this  heavenly  work.  If  you  know  what  a 
Man  of  War  is,  and  what  the  cock-pit  of  a  Man 
of  War  is,  then  you  know  how  fearfully  it  at 
times  resembles,  what  by  some  it  has  been 
occasionally  denominated—"  A  little  hell."  Yet 
even  there,  where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much 
more  abound:  that  as  sin  hath  reigned  unto 
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death,  even  so  might  grace  reign,  through  right- 
eoustiess,  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.*  And  there  indeed  was  the  all  sufficiency 
of  Jesus  graciously  exhibited,  in  imparting-, 
supporting,  and  nourishing,  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  saint,  amidst  all  the  deadening  influence  of 
that  fearful  wickedness,  which  must  but  too  often 
have  assailed  him.f 

0  that  I  had  eloquence  to  speak  with  that 
earnestness  and  power,  which  the  importance  of 
the  subject  demands  !    Then  would  I  call  upon 
youths,    similarly  situated,    to  pause  and  look 
at  this  bright,  this  blessed  example,  'till,  won 
by  its  holy  influence,  they  also  should  be  found 
in  the  same  path. 

1  would  address  myself,  not  to  Midshipmen 
only, — but  to  all— to  every  British  Youth — and, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus,  would  affectionately  impress 
npon  him  the  important  exhortation,  Remember 
now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while 

*  Rom.  v,  20,  21. 

f  From  a  Letter  now  before  me,  written  by  an  amiable  Christtan 
Oificer  of  the  Royal  Navy,  1  copy  the  following  passage,  as  being 
so  apt  to  the  occasion  :  — 

**  No  conception  can  be  had,  except  by  experience,  what  it  is  to 
"  live  in  a  Man  of  War,  arid  support  the  dignity  of  a  follower  of 
* «'  the  Lamb,  in  all  the  influences  and  graces  of  that  Spirit  by  whkh 
"  they  profess  to  be  led.  Pray  for  me.  I  can  ask  no  more." 
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the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.* 

In  the  conduct  of  (his  pious  Midshipman,  you 
have  a  bright  example  to  follow,  even  as  he 
followed  Christ.  In  his  success,  you  have  a 
proof  of  the  honor  that  GOD  will  put  on  those 
who  honor  him.f 

How  many,  in  the  season  of  a  shipmate's 
sickness,  would  have  turned  away  from  the 
dull  scene,  and  sought  amusement  among  the 
healthy  and  the  gay.  How  many,  had  they 
visited  him,  would  have  sought  to  divert  his 
mind  with  the  unmeaning  vanities  of  life,  or 
beguiled  him  with  delusive  hopes  :  or,  had  they 
been  formalists  in  religion,  would  have  daubed 
the  wall  with  untempered  mortar,  and  then 
cried  peace. § 

But  this  humble  youth  had  not  so  learned 
Christ.  He  had  received  the  grace  of  GOD  in 
truth.  He  had  experimentally  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  vast  value  of  a  human  soul. 
.He  had  learned  to  estimate  its  guilt,  its  danger, 
and  its  remedy ;  and,  as  Moses  in  the  wilder 
ness  pointed  the  dying  Israelites  to  the  wondrous 
type  of  the  great  Redeemer,  so  did  he  direct 
the  faith  and  hope  of  this  dying  sinner,  to  the 

*  EC.  xii,  1.  f  1.  Sam.  ii,  30.  §  Ezek.  xiii,  10. 
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glorious  antitype — even  to  Jesus,   who  is  now 
exalted,  to  be  a  Prince,  and  a  Saviour,  to  give 
repentance  to  his  people,  and  forgiveness  of  sins* 
O  ye  !  who,  living  in  the  pursuit  of  this  world's 
passing-  vanities,  and  engrossed  by  its  ensnaring 
pleasures,  account  all  religion  to  be  melancholy, 
and  vital  godliness  hypocrisy,  produce  to  me, 
if  ye  can,    any  instance   of  equal   enjoyment, 
derived  from  your  shadowy  and  vain  delights ; 
or,  of  a  more  satisfactory  evidence  of  sincerity 
of  principle,   than  such  holy  conduct  evinces. 
Ye  may  ridicule  or  despise ;  but  your  conscience 
now  bears  witness  that  what  I  say  is  true ;  and 
in  your  hearts  you  cannot,   though,  with  your 
lips,   you  may  gainsay.     Your  mirth  is  often 
times  little  more  than  an  effort  to  banish  care ; 
and  your  dear  delights,  and  fondest  pleasures, 
prove  the  springs  of  disappointment,  vexation, 
and  remorse. 

Not  so  the  Christian's  joys!  they  are  refined, 
and  pure,  and  holy; — sweet  in  the  enjoyment, 
and  solacing  in  the  retrospect.  O,  that  ye  were 
wise,  that  y'e  understood  this:  that  ye  would 
consider  your  latter  end.-\ 

In  a  little  time  after  the  arrival  of  the  Vigo 
at  St.  Helena,  Mr.  Gr — t  was  removed  to  High 

*  Acts  v,  31.  f  Deut,  xxxii,  29. 
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Peak  ;*  a  very  elevated  spot  in  the  interior  of 
the  Island,  where  the  Naval  Hospital  was  esta 
blished.  Here  he  was  visited,  as  regularly  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  by  his  shipmate 
Mr.  M — sh,  who  had  already  rendered  him 
such  essential  service  ;  nor  was  this  pious  youth 
permitted  to  wait  long,  in  anxious  uncertainty, 
as  to  the  result  of  his  frequent  and  holy  com 
munion  with  his  friend. 

The  seed  of  the  heavenly  kingdom  took  root 
in  a  soil,  which  doubtless  GOD  himself  had 
prepared  for  its  reception;  and  shortly  put  forth 
those  green  blades,  which  are  the  sweet  earnest 
of  a  future  harvest. 

Mr.  Gr — t  now  began  to  afford  cheering  evi 
dences  of  a  genuine  conversion.  A  dear  Christian 
friend,  in  communicating  with  me  on  the  subject 
of  this  interesting  youth ;  and  one  who  knew 
him  intimately,  during  his  short  but  happy 
sojourn  at  St.  Helena,  observes: — "  He  was  not 
"  called  to  pass  through  deep  waters  of  remorse, 
"  or  much  severe  trouble  of  mind  ;  though,  in- 
"deed,  he  sorrowed  after  a  godly  sort — even 
"that  which  worketh  repentance  unto  salvation, 
"not  to  be  repented  of;  but  his  heart,  like  the 
"  heart  of  Lydia,  was  gently  opened  to  receive 

*  See  Barnes's  Tour  thro'  St.  Helena.    1817;  page  40, 
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"  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ,  in  the  love,  and  in 
"the  power  of  it." 

It  is  possible  my  reader  may  here  experience 
some  disappointment,  and  regret  that  the  first 
dawning  of  a  good  hope  through  grace,  was  not 
ushered  in  by  those  storms  of  conscience,  which 
some  are  disposed  to  consider  as  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  essential  to  the  subsequent  enjoyment 
of  the  peace  of  the  gospel. 

But  let  us  beware  of  attempting  to  mark  out  a 
path  for  the  footsteps  of  the  eternal  Jehovah. 
Rather,  let  us  humbly  follow  where  he  is  pleased 
to  lead,  and  endeavour  to  be  satisfied  by  the 
impress  of  his  feet,  that  he  hath  gone  before  us. 

It  is  true,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  appro 
priate  to  himself  the  consolations  of  the  gospel, 
who  has  never  felt  condemned  by  the  law;  for 
no  man  can  prize  the  redemption  of  Christ, 
until  he  becomes  sensible  of  the  bondage  of  his 
soul  to  sin  and  satan ;  or  justly  hope  for  heaven, 
until  he  acknowledges  and  feels  himself  fearfully 
exposed  to  hell.  For  while  every  new  covenant 
blessing,  is  in  promise,  made  to  sinners  ;  it  is 
not  to  sinners,  merely  as  such — not  to  the 
careless  and  indifferent — but  to  the  sensible — 
i.  e.  the  awakened  and  repenting  sinner ;  to  whom 
GOD  has  given  so  to  feel  his  misery,  as  to  make 
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mercy  altogether  essential,  and  sweetly  welcome 
to  his  souL* 

Beyond  this,  we  are  not  to  go;  for  while  we 
support  the  truth  of  the  position  upon  scriptural 
authority,  we  should  be  careful  to  avoid  straining 
it  in  the  application : — the  word  of  GOD  affording 
us  authority  for  the  support  of  the  truth  generally, 
but  advancing  no  standard  by  which  we  are  to 
measure  degrees  of  saving  convictions.  And 
truly,  in  consideration  of  the  work  of  conversion, 
the  Lord's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  neither  his 
thoughts  as  our  thoughts.  But  it  is  believed,  that 
there  are  many,  who,  losing  sight  of  the  prero 
gative  of  Jehovah,  to  work  according  to  the 
abundance  of  his  wisdom  and  power,  and  who, 
themselves  having  been  for  a  while  subjects  of 
the  most  poignant  convictions,  and  distressing 
alarms  of  soul,  are  scarcely  satisfied  with  the 
experience  of  another,  who,  having  been  led 
more  gently  into  the  way  of  truth,  has  been 

*  In  order  to  obviate  misconception  on  the  part  of  any  reader, 
tlie  author  begs  leave  to  introduce  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter,  received  from  a  judicious  friend,  as  being  so  pointedly  ex 
pressive  of  the  sentiment  he  wishes  to  convey.  "  I  conceive  there 
**  is  no  promise  to  sinners  as  such — not  one  they  can  lay  any  claim 
"to,  till  they  become  born  again — or  true  believers.  Till  this 
**  takes  place  in  their  hearts  in  a  saving  manner,  all  is  sin  in  them, 
"  and  on  Gon's  part  all  is  invitation,  warning,  and  denunciations 
'•of  divine  wrath." 
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thereby  spared  the  painful  severity  of  those  law- 
terrors,  which  the  former  think  essential  to  a 
right  establishment  in  the  truth. 

But,  in  the  experience  of  our  young  convert, 
we  have  all  that  scripture  warrants  us  to  require 
as  essential :  while,  as  to  the  measure  and  degree 
of  such  experience,  each  one  must  judge,  and 
be  satisfied  for  himself.  He  experienced  a  con 
viction  of  sin — i.  e.  of  his  being  personally  a 
guilty  sinner  before  GOD,  and  as  such,  liable  to 
be  condemned  and  perish.  The  declaration  in 
his  friend's  letter  (page  19)  proves  this.  It  is 
there  said,  "He  often  expresses  a  hope  that  GOD 
will  pardon  him :" — this  clearly  implies,  a  sense 
of  his  just  exposure  to  danger,  and  an  acknow 
ledgment  that,  in  himself,  he  had  no  claim  to 
forgiveness.  No  less  clearly  is  the  ground  of 
this  hope  set  before  us.  Hence  we  find  it  was 
not,  what  Job  calls,  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite, 
which  shall  perish  with  himself — a  loose  vague 
hope  in  the  uncovenanted  mercies  of  GOD — but 
a  good  hope  through  grace — a  hope  in  Christ — 
a  hope  built  upon  the  scriptural  ground  of  pardon 
through  the  Blood  of  Atonement :  for  the  writer 
adds,  "  In  fact  he  will  not  hear  any  works  read 
"  but  such  as  set  forth  the  propitiation." 

Total    self-renunciation,    arising    from    self 
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despair,  is  the  essential  meetness  for  the  recep 
tion  of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  :  without  this 
the  soul  cannot  flee  to  Jesus  as  the  only  refuge. 
He  cannot  be  viewed  as  all  in  all;  that  is,  as  a 
free  and  complete  Saviour. 

And  as  the  whole  work  of  regeneration  and 
conversion,  is  effected  by  the  mighty  power  'of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  so  any  thing  that  falls  short 
of  this,  cannot  be  viewed  as  his  operation,  who 
will  not  bear  witness  to  aught  but  the  truth,  or 
leave  the  soul  to  trust  in  refuges  of  lies :  but,  to 
the  degree  of  mental  distress  accompanying  the 
first  awakening  of  the  soul  to  a  sense  of  its  guilt, 
we  are  no  where  instructed  to  attach  importance, 
or  make  it  an  essential,  wherein  to  ground  our 
belief  of  the  genuineness  of  conversion.  This 
digression  is  long  ;  but,  it  is  hoped,  may  not  be 
altogether  useless,  in  reference  to  those  who  are 
accustomed  to  consider  such  experience  of 
primary  importance. 

Not  long  after  Mr.  Gr — t  had  taken  up  his 
residence  at  the  Naval  Hospital  at  High  Peak, 
he  was  visited  by  Lieutenant  \V — d  of  His 
Majesty's  20th  Regiment,  who,  hearing  of  his 
interesting  state,  sought  an  introduction  to 
him;  which  was  readily  effected  by  his  friend 
Mr.  M— sh. 
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Lieutenant  \Y— d,  himself  a  serious  and 
zealous  Christian,  was  pleased  with  our  young 
convert.  He  describes  him  as  having  been,  at 
that  time,  but  little  aware  of  the  fatal  nature 
of  his  disease,  and  of  his  approaching  death  ; 
but,  alive  to  spiritual  things,  and  zealously 
anxious  to  do  good  to  those  who  remained  on 
board  his  Ship ;  but,  more  particularly,  rilled 
with  anxiety  for  his  relations.  Mr.  W — d,  how 
ever,  adds,  that  he  found  him  so  much  disposed 
to  trust  in  his  own  strength  for  success,  that 
there  was  great  need  to  check  his  ardent,  but 
injudicious,  and  inexperienced  zeal. 

These  two  Christian  friends  continued  to  pay 
him  frequent  visits,  and  Mr.  W — d  observes, 
that  at  each  visit  he  had  the  happiness  to 
discover  more  striking  evidences  of  a  work  of 
grace  upon  his  heart.  The  young  sufferer,  at  the 
same  time,  looked  forward  with  anxiety  to  his 
recovery ;  and,  it  was  remarkable,  that  his 
health  now  seemed  to  improve,  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  occasion  surprise  to  his  friends ;  and,  in 
deed,  so  much  so,  that  he  became  anxious  to 
remove  to  James  Town,*  hoping  the  change  of 

'  The  only  town  upon  the  Island.  It  is  situated  at  the  bottom 
of  the  valley  of  the  same  name,  which  is  deeply  sunk  between  two 
lofty  and  precipitous  rocky  hills,  rising  almost  immediately  frona 
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air  would  be  still  more  beneficial  to  hira. 

Mr.  W — d,  hearing  of  this  intention,  and 
surprised  at  what  he  heard,  hastened  to  High 
Peak  ;  and,  meeting  the  Surgeon,  was  informed, 
that  Mr.  Gr — t  was  just  then  going  to  the  valley, 
in  the  Hospital  Carriage.  Still  more  surprised 
at  this,  he  at  first  imagined,  it  must  be  the  corpse 
of  his  friend  that  was  about  to  be  removed  ;  but 
the  Doctor  kindly  undeceived  him,  by  im 
mediately  handing  him  into  the  carriage,  where 
he  found  the  young  invalid  in  high  spirits  from 
his  apparently  improved  health,  and  intended 
change  of  scene  and  air. 

Finding  him  in  this  state,  my  valuable  Chris 
tian  informant  adds,  it  became  difficult  to  address 
him  in  a  suitable  manner,  so  as  to  avoid  damping 
his  animal  spirits,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
he  faithfully  pointed  out  to  him,  the  inexpe 
diency  of  the  measure  he  was  pursuing;  more 
particularly,  in  going  to  Mr.  Solomon's,  a  public 
boarding-house,  where  he  would  necessarily  be 
thrown  into  mixed  society,  would  probably  be 
associated  at  table  with  a  large  party,  (as  fre 
quently  occurred  from  ships  touching  at  the 

the  back  of  the  houses,  and  affording  just  sufficient  space  for  one 
long  street  which  runs  directly  inland.  In  conversation  it  is  usually 
called,  The  Valley— -which  always  means  James  Town. 
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Island)  and  where,  he  was  fearful,  he  might  not 
receive  good. 

Mr.  \y — d  then  proposed,  that,  if  he  should 
not  find  the  situation  in  town  so  agreeable  or 
beneficial  as  he  expected,  he  should  pay  him 
(Lieutenant  W.)  a  visit  at  Mason's  Stock-House, 
where  he  was  then  stationed  on  duty.  To 
this  arrangement  he  assented,  and  accepted  the 
invitation  with  great  pleasure :  remarking,  that, 
for  some  days,  he  had  been  indulging  a  hope 
of  paying  a  visit  at  the  above  place,  but  had 
been  deterred  from  mentioning  his  desire,  from 
an  idea  that  his  presence  might  be  inconvenient 

Mr.  W — d  told  him,  the  only  inconvenience 
would  be,  the  want  of  timely  medical  aid,  if 
required :  but  this  difficulty  being  over-ruled, 
and  suitable  arrangements  made,  the  young 
patient  proceeded  to  the  valley,  promising  to 
come  to  Mason's  Stock-House  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days. 

On  his  arrival  at  James  Town,  he  took  up 
his  abode  at  the  boarding-house  already  alluded 
to  ;  and  here,  all  that  his  friend  had  anticipated, 
and  so  judiciously  warned  him  of,  was  imme 
diately  realized. 

Instead  of  the  retirement  he  had  previously 
enjoyed,  interrupted  chiefly  by  the  visits  of  his 
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•  pious  friends,  he  now  found  himself  completely 
mixed  with  worldly  characters,  and  consequently 
exposed  to  the  pernicious  influence  of  ungodli 
ness  ;  which  was,  almost  immediately  apparent, 
by  the  effect  produced  ;  for,  a  marked  declen 
sion  of  spirituality,  and  a  corresponding  cold 
ness  of  mind,  induced  by  the  society  he  was  now 
in,  became  painfully  obvious  to  his  Christian 
friends. 

His  shipmate  M — sh,  ever  active  for  the 
good  of  his  friend,  and  alarmed  at  the  state  of 
the  yocng  convert,  immediately  sought  the 
counsel  and  assistance  of  a  Mr.  Armstrong,  an 
officer  of  the  St.  Helena  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
a  man  of  piety  and  experience,  hoping  he 
might  be  enabled  to  afford  his  friend  some 
salutary  admonitions  and  exhortations,  at  so 
momentous  a  crisis  in  his  experience. 

Mr.  A lost  no  time  in  obeying  the  call, 

providentially  thus  made  upon  him,  in  the  be 
half  of  this  interesting  youth.  He  was  imme 
diately  introduced  to  Mr.  Gr — t;  and  was  un 
remitting  in  his  attentions  towards  him.  He 
daily  read,  and  prayed  by  him.  He  counselled, 
and  exhorted  him ; — especially  urging  him  to 
lose  no  time  in  quitting  the  town,  and  hastening 
to  embrace  the  kind  invitation  of  his  friend. 
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In  the  language  of  Scripture,  on  a  more  ex* 
tensively  awful  and  tremendous  occasion,  bo 
might  be  heard  exclaiming.  Escape  for  thy  lift — 
stay  not  in  all  the  plain — escape  to  the  mountain, 
lest  thou  be  consumed.* 

Mr.  Gr — t  was  himself  not  insensible  of  his 
danger;  but,  conscious  of,  and  alarmed  by  his 
awn  deadness  of  soul,  he  became  anxious  to 
leave  town ;  for,  with  the  loss  of  his  spiritual 
affections,  he  had  also  lost  his  peace. 

This  event  served  to  unlock  one  of  the 
chambers  of  imagery,f  and  afforded  him  a 
view  of  his  heart,  altogether  new,  and  as  unex 
pected  as  new.  He  was  startled,  and  surprised 
to  find  his  heart  so  deceitful :  for  at  the  time  of 
quitting  the  hospital,  he  had  formed  resolutions 
of  living  and  walking  closely  with  GOD  ;  which 
now  he  found,  by  painful  experience,  he  was 
unable  to  fulfil.  Not  aware  of  his  own  entire 
nothingness,  and  unacquainted  with  the  spiritual 
strength  and  subtlety  of  the  foe,  the  stripling 
warrior  had  gone  forth  too  much  in  his  own 
strength ;  inexperience  resembling  him  who  cried, 
"  Though  I  should  die  with  lhee)  yet  will  I  not 
"  deny  thee.  Lord,  I  am  ready  to  go  with  thee, 
"  both  into  prison,  and  to  death ."§ 

*  Gen.  xix,  17.      f  Ezek.  viii.      §  Mat.  xxvi,  35.  Luke  xxii,  33. 
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And  it  would  seem  to  have  been  the  gracious 
design  of  the  Lord  to  place  him  in  these  pe 
culiar  circumstances,  expressly  to  humble,  and 
to  prove  him,  and  to  do  him  good  at  his  latter 
eod  ;  and  this  became  the  firm  conviction 
of  his  own  mind,  so  that  he  ever  afterwards 
blessed  GOD  for  this  trial,  and  the  discoveries 
of  himself  it  had  afforded,  as  a  mean  of  leading 
him  more  entirely  out  of  himself,  to  centre  all  in 
Christ  his  Lord. 

At  this  time  he  also  suffered  a  very  consider 
able  relapse  in  his  bodily  health,  which  afforded 
an  additional  reason  to  hasten  his  departure 
from  the  valley ;  and  accordingly,  in  conformity 
with  the  advice  of  his  new  and  valuable  friend, 
he  wrote  the  following  note  to  Mr.  \V — d. 

MY  DEAR  W— D, 

Mr.  Armstrong  has  just  left  me.  M — sh 
introduced  him  to  me,  which  afforded  me  great 
pleasure.  It  is  now  past  ten  p.  M.,  so  you 
must  excuse  a  short  note,  the  chief  object  of 
which  is  to  tell  you,  that  this  place  neither  agrees 
with  iny  body  or  soul ;  so  I  propose  accepting 
your  invitation  on  Friday  next.  It  will  be 
about  six  before  I  reach  you :  I  must  travel  in 
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the  cool  of  the  evening.  Answer  this  note  with 
some  consoling  words,  as  I  am  rather  dissatisfied 
with  myself. 

Your  much  attached  friend  and  brother, 

R.  G— RT. 


To  this  note  Mr.  W.  immediately  sent  an 
answer  replete  with  admonition  and  consolation, 
to  which  our  invalid  youth  replied  in  the  following 
terms : — 

MY  DEAR  W— D, 

I  received  your  letter  this  morning1,  just  as 
I  was  going  out  to  breakfast,  so  have  not  had 
time  to  read  it;*  but  expect  to  find  some  good 
advice,  which  I  stand  much  in  need  of;  my 
reason  for  not  leaving  this  yesterday  was,  because 
I  had  not  heard  from  you,  and  was  afraid  my 
note  had  been  delayed  at  Deadwood,  so  I  agreed 
with  M — sh,  to  put  my  visit  off  until  Monday, 

*  It  is  rather  singular  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  write, 
but  none  to  read— the  leisure  for  the  one,  would  surely  hav» 
mifficed  for  the  other.  However,  it  is  probable,  that  going  out 
hastily  he  left  the  letter  at  home  :  but  yet  it  is  strange,  receiving; 
toch  a  letter  on  such  a  known  subject,  he  could  bear,  on  auy 
account,  to  delay  the  perusal  of  it.  He  was  probably  going  to 
breakfast  with  the  Admiral,  and  wrote  fro  to  his  house. 
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and  by  doing  so  shall  be  able  to  enjoy  church 
on  Sunday.  I  have  procured  Lady  Lowe's 
carriage  for  that  day  (Monday)  to  carry  me  as 
far  as  the  road  will  permit ;  where  if  you  would 
be  kind  enough  to  meet  me  with  a  horse,  I  will 
feel  greatly  obliged.  My  trunk  will  also  be  with 
me,  so  I  am  afraid  the  first  day  will  be  a  trouble 
some  one.  I  shall  leave  this  on  Monday  at 
three  o'clock,  so  you  will  judge  what  time  to 
meet  me.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  obliged  to  start 
before  three,  that  the  carriage  may  have  time 
to  get  back;  so  if  you  could  manage  to  bo 
beforehand,  so  much  the  better,  for  it  would  be 
very  bad  for  me  to  have  to  wait  any  time  on 
die  road. 

Your  much  attached  friend, 

R.  GR— T. 


According  to  the  above  arrangement,  our 
young  invalid  quitted  James's  valley  for  the 
abode  of  his  friend ;  making  a  happy  and  pro 
fitable  exchange,  in  turning  from  the  well  stored 
table,  and  carnal  mirth  of  a  Boarding-House,  to 
the  frugality  and  quiet  stillness  of  a  hut: — for 
such  was  Mason's  Stock- House  : — a  little 
building  chosen,  from  the  suitableness  of  its 
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situation,  as  an  outline  piquet  guard  from  the 
camp  at  Deadwood: — and  forming  one  of  the 
limits  of  Buonaparte's  ride. 

From  the  extreme  grandeur  of  the  scenery 
observable  in  many  parts  of  the  interior  of  St, 
Helena,  and  from  the  peculiar  character  of  that 
around  the  little  spot  we  are  now  contemplating, 
it  may  perhaps  be  not  unacceptable  to  the 
reader,  to  digress,  for  a  short  space,  from  the 
subject  immediately  in  hand,  to  the  considera 
tion  of  those  natural  beauties  so  abundantly 
thrown  around  this  little  building ;  which,  how 
ever  insignificant  in  itself,  must  necessarily 
be  interesting  to  every  believer's  heart,  as  being 
so  peculiarly  connected  with  the  history  of  a 
child  of  GOD. 

The  writer  begs  to  premise,  that  the  following 
brief  sketches  are  partly  taken  from  Captain 
Barnes's  Tour  thro'  St.  Helena,  published  in 
1817  ;*  partly  from  information  received  from 
his  valuable  friend,  who  so  long  occupied  the 
station  above-mentioned ;  and,  in  some  degree, 
also,  from  his  own  personal  observations  made 
in  the  course  of  several  short  visits  to  this  in 
teresting  Island. 

*  Without  marking  particular  passages,  the  reader  is  once  for 
all  referred  to  this  pleasing  little  work. 

C 
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Mason's  Stock-House  is  situated  upon  an 
eminence,  immediately  opposite  to  Buonaparte's 
house  at  Longwood  ;  commanding  a  full  view 
of  the  latter  place  ;  so  that,  hence,  Buonaparte 
and  Ins  suite  could  be  distinctly  seen,  walking 
in  Longwood  grove  or  wood. 

Mason's  Stock-House  is  separated  from  Long- 
\vood-House,  by  a  valley  named  Fisher's  Valley; 
a  beautiful  ravine,  having  Longwood  on  the 
right,  Mason's  Stock-House,  and  Prosperous 
Bay,  with  its  plain,  and  verdant  hills,  on  tha 
left;  and  ending  under  the  central  ridge  of  hills, 
which  runs  through  the  Island. 

This  beautiful  vale  is  watered  through  its 
whole  extent ;  and  in  it,  and  along  its  gently 
sloping  acclivities,  are  several  pretty,  rural 
dwellings,  more  particularly  that  belonging  to 
Miss  Mason ;  presenting  an  agreeable  assem 
blage  ol  farm  houses  and  cottages,  with  pasture 
land,  yam  plantations,  and  well  cultivated 
gardens.  The  latter  abounding  with  fig  trees, 
which  bear  fruit  so  continually  and  abundantly, 
that  blossoms,  green  figs,  and  ripe  ones  may  be 
seen  on  one  tree  at  the  same  time  ;  and  this 
throughout  the  year.  In  these  gardens  are  also 
lemons,  oranges,  pomegranates,  citrons,  and 
peach  trees,  bearing  almost  as  abundantly  as 
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the  fig  trees  ;  and  upon  the  estate  of  Miss 
Mason  good  apples  are  extensively  produced. 
The  beauty  of  these  grounds  is  preserved  by 
the  attention  that  is  paid  to  laying  them  out,  so 
as  to  produce  a  pleasing  effect  by  the  arrange 
ment  of  the  trees,  and  afford  agreeable  and 
shady  walks  among*  them. 

Such  is  a  part  of  the  prospect  from  Mason's 
Stock-House.  Turning  to  another  point,  and 
looking  towards  the  South-east,  the  eye  stretches 
over  a  vast  expanse  of  ocean  ;  so  extensive  that 
it  is  often  difficult  to  trace  the  boundary  of  the 
horizon  ;  so  softly  does  it  melt  away,  till  lost  in 
union  with  the  bluencss  of  the  atmosphere,  or 
obscured  by  a  light  haze  that  here  is  frequently 
observable.*  Looking  down  upon  the  ocean  stiil 
nearer  to  the  Island,  it  is  seen  rolling  its  cease 
less  waves  beneath  the  almost  unvaried  trade- 
wind,  that  blows  directly  upon  this  side  of  the 
Island  : — a  ship  that  may  happen  to  be  making 
for  the  roads,  looks  diminutive  as  a  boat : — 
and,  contrasted  with  these,  are  seen  the  tre- 

*  The  reader  may  judge  of  the  vast  extent  of  ocean  visible 
from  these  lofty  stations,  by  the  fact,  tbsit  the  author  has  been  in 
a  ship  which  has  run  more  than  seventy  miles  by  the  lojj,  in  a. 
direct  line  for  the  Island,  after  having  been  signalled  for  from  the 
alarm  houses. 

c  2 


40 

mentions,  perpendicular,  and  rugged  rocks  that 
over-hang  the  rolling  deep. 

So  varied  are  the  features  of  this  remarkable 
Island,    that    there    is    scarcely    any    peculiar 
character  observable  in  the  scenery  of  nature, 
that  may  not  be   found   on   some   part  of  it. 
And  the  effect  of  any  particular  spot  is  often 
heightened,  by  a  sudden  and  abrupt  transition 
from  scenery  of  the  most  opposite  character. 
The  traveller,   after  passing  over  much  barren 
and  uninteresting  ground,  will,  not  urifrequently, 
come  suddenly  upon  the  brow  of  a  steep  descent, 
opening  to  his  view  a  prospect  so  sweet  and 
engaging,  from  its  peculiarly  softened  character 
of  rich   cultivation,    grazing   cattle,    and   neat 
dwellings,     spread,    as    it    were,    immediately 
beneath  him,  and  over  which  he  casts  a  com 
prehensive  glance,  that  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
coldest  heart  must  grow  warm,    and   the  most 
insensible  mind  be  strongly  impressed.  Towards 
the  southern  side  of  the  Island  are  many  such 
interesting  spots.     The  situation  of  Plantation 
House  (the  country  residence  of  the  Governor) 
is  extremely  pretty :  and  proceeding  thence  to 
Sandy  Bay,  a  most  delightful  p:csp3ct  opens  to 
the  view.     Particularly  worthy  of  attention  are 
the  estates  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Fairy  Land  ; 
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•where  the  eye  embraces,  almost  at  one  and  the 
same  glance,  some  of  the  sweetest  and  mildest 
of  Nature's  scenes,  contrasted  with  others  no 
less  attractive,  from  uniting*  in  themselves  the 
vast,  the  stern,  the  rugged,  and  the  sublime; — 
powerfully  impressing  the  mind  with  wonder  and 
with  awe. 

In  reference  to  scenery  of  this  peculiar  cha 
racter,  the  following  description  of  Sandy  Bay 
Ridge,  may  prove  interesting  to  the  reader. 
The  top  of  the  ridge  of  hills  is  unequal,  forming 
numerous  risings  or  peaks,  of  various  shapes, 
from  end  to  end :  and  these  are  the  highest 
points  of  land  on  the  Island.  One  of  them,  the 
most  elevated,  is  called  Diana's  peak,  being 
2,697  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
declivities  of  the  ridge,  are  very  steep  and 
abrupt,  but  it  is  covered  with  the  most  luxuriant 
herbage  to  its  summit,  and  with  numerous  indi 
genous  and  exotic  shrubs.  On  a  mountainous 
ramification  of  this  ridge,  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Halley  fixed  his  station  for  the  purpose  of 
making  some  important  astronomical  observa 
tions,  particularly  the  transit  of  Venus,  in  1676. 
This  hill  is  still  called  Halley's  Mount. 

Beyond  Mason's  Stock-House,    towards  the 
east  coast,  are  many  argillaceous,  naked  hills, 
<3  3 
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divided  by  ravines,  and  these  again  intersected 
by  smaller  ones,  occasioned  by  rain :  the  strata 
of  clays  composing  these,  discover  such  a  vast 
variety  of  bright  and  beautiful  tints,  as  it  is 
impossible  fully  to  describe.  Hence,  to  the 
water's  edge,  all  is  barren.  Still  further  to  the 
south-east  of  the  Stock-House,  is  Stone  Top 
Valley — a  narrow,  deep,  and  dreadful  ravine. 
From  the  similarity  of  the  strata  and  rocks  on 
each  side,  it  appears  as  if  by  some  mighty 
convulsion,  the  immense  hill  had  been  rent 
asunder,  and  this  frightful  chasm  thus  formed. 
This  idea  is  also  excited  by  the  appearance  ot 
most  of  the  deep  ravines  round  the  Island. 
Stone  Top  Valley  extends  to  the  shore,  where 
there  is  a  beach,  and  a  small,  but  impracticable 
bay  ;  and  some  saline  stalactites  are  found 
dependent  from  the  rocks.  Little  Stone  Top, 
is  also  a  place  of  picturesque  and  strange  ap 
pearance  :  it  is  a  hard,  barren,  conical  rock, 
rising  to  a  considerable  height : — on  its  apex  is 
a  large  spherical  mass  of  stone,  of  the  same 
species  with  the  column.  The  surface  of  the 
space  between  great  and  little  Stone  Top,  is  a 
dun-coloured  argillaceous  substance,  intersected 
by  veins  of  indurated  clay  of  various  colours. 
Many  recesses  are  found  in  the  sides  of  the 
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ridges  which  indent  it ;    the   upper  edges,   or 
fronts  of  them,   perforated  and  worn   away  by 
decomposition  and  the  hand  of  time,  present  a 
singular  appearance,  resembling-  a  series  of  inde 
finite  arches,  ornamented  with  gothic  fret  work. 
Here,    as  the  spectator  stands  musing,    lost 
in  wonder  while  he  beholds  these  tremendous 
precipices,    and   ravines,    and  spiral  columns, 
and  hanging  rocks,  that  seem  to  threaten  destruc 
tion  to  all  below  ;  his  eye,  fearfully  wandering 
over  the  abyss  beneath,  now  and  then  catches 
a  glance  of  the  gentle  rill  that  murmurs  at  the 
foot  of  the  declivity.     On  the  opposite  side,  a 
dreary   mountain  is   seen  to   rise  stupendous  : 
here   and   there    a   small  patch   of  herbage   is 
discernible ;  but  the  general  appearance  of  the 
scene  exhibits  little  more  than  huge  impending 
rocks,     and    widely    yawning    caverns,    which 
afford  shelter  to  the  nimble  inhabitants  of  these 
rugged  wilds.  The  intervention  of  hanging  cloudy 
columns,    which  sometimes  obscure  the  depth 
of  the  fearful  abyss  from  sight,  leaves  the  un 
controlled   imagination  to  rove  at  large  in  the 
idea  of  unfathomable   profundity.     Sometimes 
the  ear  is  struck  with  the  sound  of  time  disparted 
rocks,  that  rolling,  tumbling  down,  bound  from 
cliff  to  cliff,   dragging  a  host  of  fragments  in 
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their  train,  and  thunder  onwards  to  the  depth 
below  ;  while  the  loud  echo  resounding  thro'  the 
deep  ravines,  and  craggy  cliffs,  and  answering 
from  hill  to  hill,  again  repeats  the  loud  and 
hollow  sound. 

The  following  passage  extracted  from  a 
"  Description  of  Saint  Helena/'  published  in. 
1805,  by  an  anonymous  author,  and  quoted  by 
Captain  Barnes,  may  serve  as  a  suitable  close 
to  the  whole : — "  Over  all  this  part  of  the  Island, 
"  there  is  a  wildness  in  the  surrounding  scenery, 
"  surpassing  what  the  writer  of  this  has  ever 
"seen.  One  feels  here  as  if  transported  into 
"  a  new  planet,  where  every  object  strikes  by 
"  its  novelty,  and  is  altogether  unlike  any  thing 
"  he  has  met  with  before.  All  the  surrounding 
"  hills,  cliffs,  rocks,  and  precipices,  are  so 
"  strangely  fashioned,  and  so  fantastically  mixed 
"  and  blended,  that  they  resemble  more  the  aeriel 
"  shapes  which  we  see  among  the  clouds,  than 
"  any  thing  composed  of  denser  materials.  The 
"vast  variety  of  hill  and  dale,  of  verdure  and 
"  barrenness,  excite  the  most  lively  sensations 
"of  wonder  and  delight,  disposing  the  mind  to 
"  an  awful  consideration  and  profound  reverence 
"of  the  power,  which  has  produced  such  an 
"  assemblage  of  majesty  and  beauty." 
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How  appropriate  to  our  present  subject  is  the 
testimony  of  the  Psalmist.  "  77*0  works  of  the 
Lord  are  great  ;  sought  out  of  all  them  that 
have  pleasure  therein"*  Or,  do  we  raise  our 
minds  from  the  material  to  the  new  and  spiritual 
creation;  and  contemplate  Jesus  Christ,  who 
himself,  in  the  beginning,  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  earth,  and  garnished  the  heavens  with  glory; 
as  also  accomplishing,  by  his  own  uncreated 
might,  that  far  greater  work  of  saving  his  people ; 
then  shall  we  unite  in  the  song  of  the  ransomed, 
and  say,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  vjorks, 
Lord  God  Almighty :  just  and  true  are  thy  ways, 
thou  King  of  Saints. c\- 

Mason's  Stock-House,  now  the  residence  of 
these  two  Christian  friends,  was  in  itself  a  very 
mean  and  unattractive  building.  It  derived 
its  name  from  the  use  to  which  it  had,  in  former 
days,  been  appropriated ;  having  been  originally 
a  stock-house  for  sheep  and  goats,  or  a 
shepherd's  hut :  but,  says  my  Christian  friend, 
in  describing  it  to  me,  "  few  palaces  could 
"  ever  be  compared  with  it,  in  the  joy,  peace, 
"  and  blessedness  of  its  inhabitants,  who  some- 
"  times  quite  filled  its  one  room ;  or  ever  echoed 
"  forth  such  notes  of  love  and  praise  divine*" 

*  Ps.  cxi,  2.  f  Rev.  xv,  3. 
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Highly  privileged  spot!  thus  to  become  the 
nursery  of  a  soul  rapidly  ripening  for  eternal 
glory ! 

How  little  did  the  group  he  had  so  lately 
quitted,  and  whose  society  had  proved  so 
speedily  pernicious  to  his  soul,  estimate  the 
exceeding  excellence  of  the  character  of  him 
they  had  beheld  among  them.  How  little  did 
they  estimate  the  moral  evil  of  that  conduct, 
the  influence  of  which  proved  so  hurtful  to 
another ! 

Forcible  illustration  of  the  truth  of  the  word 
of  GOD  :  for  as  it  was  of  old,  so  it  is  even  now. 
.Dinah  went  out  to  see  the  daughters  of  the 
land,  and  speedily  became  denied.  Fit  and 
striking  emblem  of  the  church  in  every  age :  for 
never  has  the  Church  of  Christ  as  a  body,  or 
Christian  individuals,  held  needless  and  familiar 
intercourse  with  the  world,  but  they  in  like 
manner  have  suffered  defilement. 

It  must  always  prove,  to  the  reflecting  mind, 
a  painful  consideration  that  there  should  be 
so  many  situations  in  which  the  Christian  cannot 
hold  familiar  intercourse  with  his  fellows  in 
station  and  society,  but  with  the  compromise 
or  sacrifice  of  his  best  interests ;  for  where  is 
the  Hotel  or  Boarding-House,  even  selected 
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from  among  the  best,  where  the  young  Christian 
can  enter  into  the  mixed  society  of  the  place, 
and  reasonably  hope  to  find  those  who  will  be 
ready  to  listen  to  the  subject  that  warms  his 
heart;  to  unite  in  extolling  Him  whom  angels 
worship  and  saints  adore ;  to  share  in  his  joys, 
to  sympathize  in  his  sorrows,  and  to  afford  him 
that  advice,  admonition,  and  consolation,  which 
every  believer  more  or  less  requires,  and  which 
is  oftentimes  so  suitable  and  refreshing  to  the 
heart.* 

And  why  should  it  not  be  thus  ?  Are  not  such 
societies  composed  of  those,  who  like  himself, 
have  souls  of  inestimable  value,  and  who  are 
alike  dependent  on  the  sovereign  mercies  of 
GOD  in  Christ  for  their  everlasting  well  being? 
Are  they  not  composed  of  Christians  ?  Yes,  in 
name !  But  vain  it  is  to  bear  the  name  that 
speaks  allegiance,  while  the  whole  course  of  life 
is  insult  and  rebellion. 

And  is  it  not  so  ?  Are  not  the  societies  in  such 
places  usually  composed  of  the  young,  the  gay, 
the  thoughtless  : — if  not  the  profane  ? 

*  The  candid  Reader  is  requested  to  bear  in  mind,  that  this 
•work  was  originally  printed  in  India.  It  is  hoped,  that  in 
England,  there  are  many  honorable  exceptions  to  the  above,  and 
following  remarks. 

c  6 
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There  let  the  Christian  enter — there  let  him 
but  advance,  and  enlarge  upon  the  plain  and 
prominent  truths  of  scripture,  in  which  every 
man's  dearest  interests  are  involved — the  fall — 
the  guilt — the  pollution  of  man — the  transcendent 
glory,  and  riches  of  the  grace  of  Christ — the 
constraining  influence  of  his  love  in  the  heart — 
and  the  absolute  incompatibility  of  worldly 
sentiments  and  practices,  and  indulgence  in 
worldly  pleasures,  with  an  interest  in  his  free 
grace  salvation.  What  will  be  the  result?  Such 
themes  will  be  unwelcome ;  and  either  silence, 
a  look  of  pity,  a  contemptuous  sneer,  or  an 
angry  cabal  will  ensue. 

This  is  not  a  cynical  charge,  but  a  demon 
strable  fact,  capable  of  every  day  proof,  which 
the  worldly  man,  who  feels  hurt  at  the  assertion, 
may  roundly  deny,  but  cannot  disprove. 

Take  a  view  of  society,  as  it  is  usually  ob 
served  in  such  places.  What  characterises  the 
parties  ?  Engagement  in  the  pursuit  and  dis 
cussion  of  things  referring  to  this  life  only. 
Many  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  of  no  moment 
to  a  responsible  immortal,  whether  they  had 
ever  been  or  not.  Yet  followed  with  all  the 
eagerness  worthy  of  pursuits  tending  to  the  most 
lasting  good.  While,  at  the  same  time,  the  inter- 
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course  of  such  individuals  is  but  too  commonly 
marked  by  displays  of  vanity,  pride,  ambition, 
prejudice,  selfishness,  dissimulation,  revenge, 
covetousness,  envy,  wrath,  or  malice :  and  too 
often  the  whole  may  be  concluded  with  the  just 
charge  of  profaneness  and  infidelity.  A  shocking 
but  not  unfaithful  picture  ! 

Yet,  such  men  are  frequently,  in  open  op 
position  to  the  word  of  truth,  called  "  good, 
worthy,  excellent  fellows;"  while  those  whom 
the  Lord  designates,  the  "  excellent  of  the 
earth"  assimilating,  in  some  measure,  to  the 
characters  exhibited  in  the  opening  of  the  fifth  of 
Matthew,  are  derided  and  condemned,  as  mean 
spirited,  pitiful,  sneaking,  and  canting  hypocrites. 

In  this  country  too,  where  profaneness  is  so 
much  more  prevalent  and  gross,  the  assertion 
may  be  most  unhesitatingly  made.  Here  it 
is  not  necessary  to  go  to  the  tavern,  or  the 
boarding-house,  to  witness  such  scenes  of  im 
piety. 

But,  too  commonly,  in  the  ordinary  inter 
course  of  society,  among  those  too,  with  whom  a 
want  of  decorum  could  not  justly  be  anticipated, 
and  ought  not  to  be  found,  the  conversation 
assumes  such  a  character,  and  expressions  so 
unguarded  are  indulged  in,  that  the  ears  are 
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pained,  and  the  feelings  wounded,  by  the  impiety, 
or  indecency,  or  both  combined,  which  set 
themselves  against  every  solemn  truth,  and  holy 
principle  of  the  Bible :  and  here  too,  another 
painful  consideration  arises,  that  even  the 
presence  of  ladies,  is  not  invariably,  a  sufficient 
check  to  restrain  gross  swearing,  and  the  pro 
fanation  of  the  name  of  the  Most  High. 

In  this  land,  there  are  many  well-educated, 
intelligent,  and  respectable  young  men,  engaged 
in  the  public  service  of  their  country,  who 
possess  talents,  enterprize,  and  spirit,  equal  to 
any  branch  of  duty ;  and  therefore  it  is  calculated 
to  excite  deep  regret,  that,  viewed  as  a  body, 
there  should  be  generally  found  among  them,  so 
much  lightness  of  mind,  indifference  to  eternal 
things,  and  so  universally  a  spirit  of  profane- 
ness  ;  more  particularly  in  what  was  last  observed, 
the  profanation  of  the  name  of  GOD. 

This  is,  perhaps,  more  than  all  others,  the 
besetting  sin.  Men,  whose  conversation  is  other 
wise  pertinent,  sensible,  and  instructive,  fail, 
on  this  point,  most  awfully.  -The  name  of  the 
Most  High  GOD,  which  the  scripture  designates 
as  a  glorious  and  fearful  name*  never  to  be 
used  but  with  profound  reverence,  is  almost 

*  Deut.  xxviii,  58. 


51 

perpetually  brought  into  conversation,  in  the 
most  senseless  manner.  It  is  appalling-  to  hear 
some  men,  \vho  do  not  generally  use  profane 
oaths,  so  trifle  with  the  name  of  GOD,  as  to  use 
it  as  a  mere  emphatie  in  almost  every  sentence ; 
while  others,  from  whose  connexions  and  general 
information  we  would  hope,  and  have  a  right 
to  expect  better  things,  indulge  in  a  degree  of 
grossness  in  conversation,  which  is  exceedingly 
disgusting;  upon  the  demerits  of  which  they 
themselves  have  probably  never  reflected,  nor 
considered  the  baneful  influence  such  conduct 
is  calculated  to  have  upon  the  habits,  the  soul; 
and  ultimately  the  everlasting  state  of  others — 
thus,  reaching  to  eternity.  Nor  have  they  given 
it  a  thought,  that  to  excel  in  this  diabolical 
art,  is  but  to  rival  the  very  worst,  the  most 
loathsome  of  our  species — to  class  in  practice 
with  ruffians — and,  still  more,  in  pernicious  in 
fluence  with  fiends. 

Surely  of  a  truth  in  this  country  the  name  of 
the  Lord  continually  every  day  is  blasphemed  : 
and  because  of  swearing  the  land  mourneth.* 

Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  words :  for 
because  of  these  things  cometh  the  wrath  of 
GOD  upon  the  children  of  disobedience.^ 

*  Isa.  lii,  5.    Jer.  xxiii,  10.  f  Eph.  v,  6, 
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The  author  would  not  be  censorious,  or  lightly 
attack  the  character  of  any  body  of  men.  Nor 
has  he  been  influenced  by  such  a  principle  in 
what  he  has  now  said.  He  appeals  to  every 
reflecting  man.  To  those,  especially,  who  fear 
GOD,  and  own  allegiance  to  his  laws,  he  con 
fidently  leaves  the  decision.  To  such  he  would 
say  in  the  words  of  scripture,  I  speak  as  to  wise 
men,  judge  ye  what  1  say.* 

Without,  however,  seeking  to  extenuate  the 
guilt  of  sin,  the  writer  cannot  but  be  aware 
how  many  causes  exist,  to  which  to  refer  so 
.lamentable  a  defection  from  morality.  The  early 
age  at  which  young  men  come  out  to  India — 
total  emancipation  from  all  the  restraints  experi 
enced  under  parental  and  school  discipline — 
rare  association  with  domestic  people — general 
want  of  female  society — constant  association 
with  those  of  their  own  sex,  whose  example 
tends  to  excite  to  the  indulgence  of  previously 
restrained  loose  habits,  or  invigorates,  and 
confirms  those  already  allowed — and,  above 
all  in  a  great  many  instances,  the  almost  total 
separation  from  the  ordinances  of  religion,  and 
the  consequent  neglect,  or  dreadful  profana 
tion,  of  the  Lord's- Day,  are  causes  sufficient 

*  1.  Cor.  x,  15. 
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to  account  for  so  much,  or  ten  times  more  evil 
than  we  now  behold.* 

Oh  !  that  these  valuable  youths — rising  up 
to  maturity  of  a^e,  to  situations  of  honor,  re 
spectability,  and  responsibility — but,  above  all, 
passing1  rapidly  onwards  to  the  dread  tribunal 
of  a  sin-avenging  GOD,  would  lay  to  heart 
those  thoughts  that  well  become  their  state  and 
condition.  What  will  then  avail  their  voluptuous 

*  The  writer  has  been  happy  to  find  his  otvn  sentiments  corro 
borated  by  one,  whose  opportunities  of  observation,  experience, 
judgment,  and  piety,  entitle  his  opinion  to  much  respect.  It  was 
also  observed  by  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  in  conversation  with 
the  writer,  that  the  prevalence  of  infidelity  in  this  country  ap 
peared  to  him  to  be  the  consequence,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
of  great  jgnorance  of  the  word  of  GOD,  and  of  the  very  first 
principles  of  Christianity  ; — sceptics  and  theoretical  infidels  of  tha 
present  day,  too  commonly  following  the  example  of  some  popular 
characters  of  former  times,  who,  while  they  boldly  scoffed  at  the 
Bible,  rejected  a  book  they  had  never  searched. 

Hence  the  vast  importance  of  faithful  men  as  public  teachers  of 
the  word  in  this  country. 

Testimony  drawn  from  another  source  may  also  be  exhibited. 
The  author  being  lately  in  conversation  with  a  young  gentleman 
from  a  distant  station,  who  made  no  profession  whatever  of  serious 
religion,  on  the  prevalence  of  dissipation,  and  neglect  of  the  Sab 
bath  in  India,  he  observed,  that  in  his  own  case,  although  at 
rather  a  large  station,  it  was  sixteen  months  since  he  had  seen  a 
chaplain,  or  enjoyed  any  opportunity  of  public  worship;  and  he 
immediately  adduced  this  as  an  obvious  cause  of  the  low  estima 
tion  of  the  Sabbath,  here  so  generally  prevalent,  together  with  all 
its  invariably  destructive  consequences. 
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self-indulgences,  their  gaiety,  and  mirth?  What 
will  then  avail  their  honors  or  their  lame?  What 
will  then  avail  their  high  character  among  men — 
their  estimation  by  their  boon  companions  ? 
What  will  they  all  avail  ?  If  they  die  as  they 
live,  giddy,  vain,  and  thoughtless,  insensible  of 
the  burden  of  sin,  and  indifferent  to  obtain  its 
pardon,  they  will  avail  them  nothing,  but  to 
add  to  their  remorse, — to  envenom  the  sting 
of  self-repvoach, — and  to  make  them  feel,  how 
fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  living  GOD, — of  him  who  will  dreadfully 
avenge  the  honors  of  his  broken  law,  the  glory 
of  his  despised  Gospel. 

A  prudent  man  foreseeth  the  evil,  and  hide.th 
himself;  but  the  simple  pass  on,  and  are  punished.* 

Wilt  tliou  despise  eternal  fate, 

Urg'd  on  by  sin's  fantastic  dreams  ? 

Madly  attempt  tV  infernal  gate, 

And  force  thy  passage  to  the  flames? 

Stay,  sinner  !  on  the  gospel  plains 

Behold  the  GOD  of  love  unfold 
The  glories  of  his  dying  pains, 

For  ever  telling,  yet  untold. 

Were  there  an  incompatibily  of  serving  GOD, 
and  fulfilling  the  duties  of  your  station,  you 
would  have  something  to  plead.  But  it  is 

*  Prov.  xxii,  3. 
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not  so.  Religion  calls  for  no  austere  sacrifices 
of  interest,  or  pleasure ;  for  her  ways  are  ways 
of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace  :* 
and,  in  every  age  of  the  church,  the  experience 
of  all  its  living  members  has  proved,  that  the 
yoke  of  Christ  is  indeed  easy,  and  his  burden 
light  ;f  and  that  he  alone  gives  rest  unto  the 
weary  soul. 

It  calls  for  no  sacrifice,  but  of  damning  sins, 
and  reigning  lusts ;  and,  in  exchange,  it  invests 
you  with  holy  affections,  and  a  peace  which 
passeth  understanding.  Thousands,  constrained 
by  sovereign  love,  have  made  the  happy  ex 
change  :  and  in  this  land,  there  are  now  not  a 
few,  who,  amidst  the  seducing  and  destructive 
influence  of  Indian  extravagance,  dissipation, 
debauchery,  and  profaneness,  are  enabled  boldly 
to  profess  their  faith  and  allegiance  to  Christ 
their  Lord ;  and  so  to  walk  in  newness  of  life, 
as  to  adorn  by  their  holy  life  and  conversation 
the  doctrines  they  profess. 

May  the  Lord  increase  these  his  people  a 
thousand  fold  !  and  may  he  give  you,  my 
Christian  brethren,  to  hold  on  your  way  with 
an  increasing  steadiness  of  pace ;  that,  with  a 
growing  tenderness  of  conscience,  you  may 

*  Prov.  iii,  17.  f  Mat.  xi,  SO. 
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watch  more  narrowly  over  your  own  hearts, 
and,  with  an  enlarged  love  to  the  souls  of  fellow 
men,  may  affectionately 

Invite  the  strangers  all  around, 
Your  pious  march  to  join  ; 
And  spread  the  sentiments  you  feel, 
Of  faith  and  love  divine. 

One  word  of  address  to  my  Christian  brethren, 
shall  close  this  long  digression.  Be  careful 
to  render,  not  only  to  GOD  the  things  that  are 
GOD'S;  but  also  to  Caesar,  the  things  that  are 
Ceesar's.  Let  it  be  a  point  of  conscience,  not 
only  to  do  your  duty,  but  to  do  it  well:  to 
shew,  in  your  various  callings,  that  degree  of 
systematic  attention,  circumspection,  alacrity, 
and  zeal,  which  may  suffice,  not  only  to  put 
to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men,  and 
take  away  all  occasion  of  reproach  for  the 
gospel's  sake,  but  also  to  prevent  those  more 
gentle  reflections  and  charges  often  made  against 
pious  persons  in  public  stations,  of  want  of 
animation,  energy,  and  zeal.  How  frequently 
may  the  observation  be  heard,  "Aye!  such  an  one 
was  formerly  a  good  smart  fellow,  but  since  he 
has  become  a  methodist*  he  is  good  for  nothing." 

*  The  author  uses  this  word  merely  in  the  loose  sense  in  which 
it  is  applied  by  worldly  people  to  religious  persons  generally  :  as  a 
mere  popular  term,  in  distinction  to  its  meaning  as  referring  to  a 
sect  who  appropriate  it  to  themselves. 
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Let  Christian  soldiers,  especially,  look  to  it 
If  they  really  feel  borne  out  in  their  conscience, 
as  in  the  sight  of  GOD,  to  remain  in  the  array, 
let  them  be  prepared  to  fulfil  their  duties  with 
alacrity  and  zeal. 

The  reader's  patience  and  courtesy  must  be 
claimed,  for  having  been  thus  intruded  on,  and 
carried  obliquely  off  to  so  great  a  distance 
from  the  plain  road  of  narrative. 

In  returning  to  the  history  of  Mr.  Gr — t,  we 
find  him  now  an  inmate  of  the  little  dwelling 
before  described,  with  his  friend  Lieutenant 
\V — d.  Here  he  remained  about  three  weeks; 
and  here  lie  began  to  put  in  execution  a  plan, 
which  his  friend  Mr.  Armstrong  strongly  urged 
upon  him,  W7hen  visiting  him  in  the  valley : — 
namely, to  write  down  his  prayers  &  meditations.* 

But,  however  advantageous  it  might  prove  to 
the  interests  of  his  soul,  it  would  appear  that 
the  change  from  the  valley  to  the  elevated  spot 
he  now  occupied,  afforded  no  benefit  to  his 
bodily  state;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  now  became 
rapidly  worse. 

His  spiritual  strength,  however,  did  not  de 
cline  with  the  decay  of  his  earthly  frame  ;  for, 
it  would  seem,  that  altho'  the  outward  man 

*  For  these  see  the  Appendix. 
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suffered  loss,  yet  the  inward  man  was  renewed 
day  .by  day.  He  was  not  left  to  himself,  to  be 
carried  away  by  the  deceitfulness  of  his  own 
nature,  or  over-borne  by  the  temptations  of  the 
enemy  to  unbelief;  but,  kept  by  the  mighty 
power  of  GOD,  through  faith,  unto  salvation, 
was  enabled  to  hold  fast  the  profession  of  that 
faith,  firm  unto  the  end.  Neither  did  his  faitli 
stand  in  the  uncertainty  of  untried  faith.  That 
living  principle  in  the  soul,  implanted  by  the 
hand  of  sovereign  grace,  being  much  more 
precious  than  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be 
tried  with  lire,*  hud  been  so  tried  that  it  might 
be  found  unto  praise  and  honor  and  glory  at 
the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ.*  At  one  time, 
the  inexperienced  youth  had  gone  forth  with 
something  of  the  rash  confidence  of  Peter  :  like 
him  too,  he  had  found  all  his  confidence  to  be 
vain ;  and  now  like  him,  having  learned  that 
all  his  help  was  of  GOD,  lie  had  changed  the 
self-sufficient  assertion,  "  Though  all  men  deny 
thee,  &c."— to  the  humble  and  more  appropriate 
exhortation,  "Be  sober,  he  vigilant,  for  your 
adversary,  &c."f  Now,  he  couid  retrace  the 
way  in  which  he  had  been  led,  and  adore  that 
sovereign  grace  which  had  thus  caused  all  things 

*  1.  Pet.  i,  7.  f  1.  Pet.  v,  8. 
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to  work  together  for  his  good,  in  bringing  him 
into  deeper  experience  of  his  own  utter  helpless 
ness  and  insufficiency,  and  opening  to  his  soul 
richer  and  fuller  discoveries  of  the  exceeding 
excellence  and  all  sufficiency  of  Jesus;  so  as 
to  wean  him  in  such  measure  from  self,  and 
from  the  creature,  that  his  affections  were  drawn 
away  from  earth  to  heaven,  where  both  his 
heart  and  his  treasure  were  now  laid  up. 

Mr.  W — d,  seeing  that  he  became  daily 
more  feeble  and  exhausted,  and  having  learnt 
from  the  medical  attendant  the  probable  time 
he  might  live,  thought  it  proper  to  speak  home 
to  the  point  with  his  young  friend :  and  ac 
cordingly,  as  they  were  one  day  seated  at  the 
dinner  table,  Mr.  \Y.  asked  him  if  Dr.  M — 1 
had  said  any  thing  to  him  that  morning,  relative 
to  the  peculiar  state  of  his  complaint.  He 
said,  "  Yes !  that  having  asked  the  doctor  how 
long  he  thought  it  possible  for  him  to  hold  out, 
he  had  told  him,  that  the  disease  had  nearly 
arrived  at  its  crisis ;  that  he  would  not  suffer 
much  pain,  and  that  he  was  to  continue  his 
usual  medicines  :  but,  that  he  thought  it  would 
be  for  his  comfort  to  return  to  High  Peak  in 
a  few  days,  as  he  would  soon  be  too  weak  to 
be  removed." 
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Mr.  AY — d  then  informed  him  explicitly,  of 
what  Mr.  M.  had  told  him ;  that  he  really  was 
in  the  very  last  stage  of  the  disease,  from  which 
no  human  being  had  ever  recovered.  Gr — t 
replied  hastily,  "  Well !  but  how  long  does  he 
say  I  shall  live  ?  Come,  tell  me  exactly,  how 
many  weeks?"  Mr.  W — d  immediately  replied, 
"Why,  my  dear  G — t,  not  more  than  three  or 
four  weeks." 

Upon  this  he  put  down  his  knife  and  fork, 
grasped  Mr.  W — d  by  the  hand,  and  thanked 
him  in  a  warm  and  energetic  manner ;  adding, 
t(  That  is  real  friendship,  and  I  thank  you 
heartily — now  I  shall  know  what  to  do,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  be  lost."  He  then  resumed 
his  dinner,  although  his  being  present  at  the 
table  was  little  more  than  form,  as  he  could 
take  scarcely  any  thing  but  jelly. 

From  this  time  he  appeared  to  have  let  go 
the  world,  and  to  possess  such  an  increased 
measure  of  heavenly  mindedness,  that  his  whole 
soul  was  fixed  on  that  felicity  and  glory  he  so 
earnestly  anticipated,  and  his  conversation  was 
truly  in  heaven,  expressing  his  earnest  desires  to 
become  more  meet  to  depart,  and  be  with  Christ. 

At  length  it  became  absolutely  necessary  for 
him  to  remove  to  Mi<rh  Peak.  Of  this  Mr. 
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\y — d  reminded  him  one  evening  when  he  was 
in  bed.  At  first  he  hesitated,  and  expressed 
a  wish,  if  it  were  possible,  to  remain  and 
die  there  ;  but  since  in  the  nature  of  circum 
stances,  that  could  not  be,  he  agreed  to  remove 
on  the  morrow.  The  next  day  was  occupied  in 
making  the  suitable  preparations,  and  on  the 
day  following,  the  poor  invalid  was  once  more 
conveyed  to  the  hospital  at  High  Peak. 

Mr.  Gr— t  was  now  within  little  more  than 
a  week  of  completing  his  21st  year ;  and  it  was 
a  source  of  great  and  daily  anxiety  to  the  poor 
sufferer,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  live  till 
his  birth-day,  in  order  to  dispose  legally,  by 
'  will,  of  property  to  the  amount  of  10,000  Pounds, 
which  he  could  not  do  until  he  should  be  of  age. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  object  lay  very 
near  his  heart,  and  was  in  his  daily  prayers,  and 
it  will  be  seen  how  mercifully  GOD  prolonged 
his  life  to  that  very  point  of  time,  against  all 
probability,  and  contrary  to  the  expectations  of 
all  his  anxious  friends. 

On  the  Thursday  evening  previous  to  his 
birlh-day  (which  fell  on  the  Sabbath,)  Mr.  W— d 
being  at  High  Peak,  and  being  obliged  to  re 
turn  to  Mason's  Stock-House  that  night,  said, 
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in  bidding  his  interesting  friend  farewell,  that 
he  would  return  and  see  him  again  as  soon  as 
possible;  to  which  Gr — t  immediately  replied, 
"  Well !  be  sure  you  do ;  you  must  be  here  on 
Sunday,  because,  you  know,  that  will  be  my 
birth-day — and  my  birth-day  to  glory  too/' 

On  the  Saturday,  Mr.  \V.  received  the  fol 
lowing  note  from  Mr.  M — sh  :— 
"Mr  DEAR  W— D, 

"  It  will  perhaps  be  interesting  to  you  to  hear 
that  Armstrong  yesterday  read  and  expounded 
the  fifteenth  of  the  first  of  Corinthians,  and  after 
wards  prayed  with  Gr — t,  when  your  proselyte* 
was  present.  This  I  thought  very  seasonable. 
Yesterday  after  Armstrong  left,  Captain  B.  and 
the  Flag  Lieutenant  came  to  make  arrangements 
with  Gr — t,  concerning  all  his  wishes,  funeral, 
&c. — the  exertion  of  which  quite  overcame  him. 
Gr — t  is  almost  gone ;  a  swelling  has  taken 
place  in  his  throat,  which  causes  a  difficulty  of 
respiration  ;  and  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
medical  men,  will  cause  suffocation. 

*  This  expression  refers  to  a  young  gentleman,  also  a  shipmate 
of  the  writer  of  the  note,  then  in  the  hospital,  and  who  was  at 
that  time,  and  had  been  for  some  weeks,  under  painful  convictions, 
but  who  subsequently  fell  away,  and  went  back  to  the  world. 
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"  You  had  better  come  early  in  the  morning — 
to  breakfast  if  possible.  In  much  sincerity  I  rest, 
"  Your  attached  friend, 

"R.  J.  M— SH." 

Accordingly,  on  Sunday  morning  Mr.  \V — cl 
again  visited  him.  Immediately  on  beholding 
him,  he  was  forcibly  struck  with  the  altered 
appearance  of  the  youth,  in  whom  the  rapid 
approach  of  death  was  clearly  indicated. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Boys,  the  very  worthy 
Senior  Chaplain  of  the  establishment,  was  with 
him ;  and  Mr.  W — d  describes  the  scene  then 
presented,  as  one  of  the  most  solemn  and 
affecting  he  ever  was  privileged  to  witness.  I 
give  it  to  the  reader  in  his  own  words. 

"  He  received  the  most  exquisite  joy  and 
delight  the  morning  of  his  death,  from  the  con 
versation  of  Mr.  Boys,  who  dwelt  upon  all  the 
comforting,  supporting,  and  glorious  promises 
throughout  the  Scriptures,  for  upwards  of  an 
hour ;  and  for  which  subject,  and  manner  of 
quoting  arid  address,  he  had  a  peculiar  talent. 
Gr— t's  soul  drank  in  these  waters  of  life  abun 
dantly,  and  I  never  shall  forget  the  blessed 
and  heavenly  expression  of  his  countenance. 
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He  seldom  interrupted  Mr.  B.  (who  continued 
his  address  to  him,  sitting  close  to  his  bed  and 
leaning  his  head  towards  him,  that  he  might 
not  lose  a  word,)  but  listened  with  rapturous 
delight,  testified  all  the  while  in  his  countenance, 
with  uplifted  eyes,  and  lips  moving,  either 
repeating  what  Mr.  B.  said,  or  making  the 
promises  a  prayer  as  Mr.  B.  uttered  them. 
Indeed,  he  seemed  already  in  heaven,  and  I 
can  hardly  conceive  that  a  human  spirit  could 
possibly  experience  greater  bliss,  whilst  in  the 
body,  than  his  at  this  interesting  period.  Indeed 
he  seemed  fully  to  realize  the  twenty-third  Psalm 
in  his  experience  ;  for  his  intellects  were  quite 
clear,  yea,  more  vivid  and  powerful  than  per 
haps  at  any  former  time  of  his  illness,  and  con 
tinued  so  to  the  last  moment. 

"At  the  close  of  Mr.  B.'s  visit,  Gr— t  took 
leave  of  this  amiable  man,*  in  a  simple,  but 

*  It  is  but  due  to  this  faithful  Minister  of  Christ,  who,  like  his 
fellow  servants  in  all  ages,  has  experienced  much  of  the  enmity, 
and  endured  the  malice  of  an  unbelieving  world,  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  excellence  of  his  character;  and  therefore,  although  it  be 
not  strictly  connected  with  the  narrative  before  him,  the  Christian 
reader  will  doubtless  excuse  the  digression  which  the  author  rejoices 
to  be  enabled  to  make,  in  order  to  commend  to  his  affection  and 
his  prayers,  one.  whose  work  and  labour  of  love,  bespeak  his 
faith  ;  that  so  the  master  may  be  honored  in  the  servant. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  Private  Letter  from  Lieut. 
W — d: — "Mr.  Boys  was  only  to  be  well-known,  to  be  heartily 
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affecting:  manner,  with  every  feeling  and  ex 
pression  of  gratitude." 

and  fully  loved ;  for,  fora  long  while,  we  had  been  greatly  pre* 
judiced  against  him,  by  the  scandalous  reports  wo  were  in  the 
habit  of  hearing  from  many  quarters,  and  we  only  regretted  we 
did  not  know  him  before.  But,  however,  we  soon  became  on  th« 
strictest  terms  of  brotherly  love  and  intimacy;  and  he  became  a 
Father  in  Christ  to  all  the  yonug  Christians  in  the  navy  and  army  ; 
and  opened  his  house,  and  his  heart,  and  all  his  soul  to  receive 
them,  and  to  promote  their  growth  in  grace,  and  knowledge,  and 
love,  and  obedience  to  the  gospel.  All  this  was  blessed  abundantly 
to  himself,  and  he  became  more  spiritual,  earnest  and  active  m 
every  way  in  the  cause  of  his  Lord.  We  had  meetings  in  his  house 
every  week,  frequently  assembling  to  the  number  of  twenty  :  and 
two  days  in  the  week  we  used  to  be  there  to  breakfast,  and  spend 
the  whole  day  in  religious  exercises.  He  would  read  the  word, 
and  expound,  for  which  he  had  a  most  happy  talent;  then  he 
would  pray,  then  read  a  chosen  sermon,  or  some,  good  book ;  then 
one  of  us  would  pray  ;  then  all  sing  an  hymn,  and  pray,  and  sing, 
alternately  till  dinner  time;  after  which,  we  all  walked  out  together 
choosing  each  his  companion,  and  talked  of  Christ  by  the  way, 
till  our  hearts  would  often  burn  within  us;  then,  after  dusk, 
return  to  his  house  to  take  tea,  and  spend  the  remainder  of  the 
evening,  till  about  ten  o'clock,  in  the  same  joyous  manner.  Such 
scenes  and  hours  never  can  be  forgotten,  but  must  ever  be  re 
membered  with  inexpressible  happiness.* 

"  He  watched  over  us  as  a  father  over  his  family,  and  sought  by 
every  means  to  promote  our  welfare  ;  and  as  all  were  young  men, 

*  The  impression  left  upon  this  officer's  mind  is  not  singular.  The  writer 
has  seen  letters  from  officers  of  the  navy,  written  years  afterwards,  from  the 
Pacific,  from  the  Mediterranean,  and  from  England,  especially  from  on« 
young  man  now  entered  into  rest,  all  bearing  the  same  testimony  to  the 
delightful  recollections  of  those  happy  and  holy  d?ys. 
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Both  Mr.  W — d,  and  his  first  and  valuable 
friend  M — sh,  enquired  frequently  during  the 
day,  the  state  of  his  mind  ?  He  answered, 
"  Happy  !  happy  !" 

Did  he  realize  the  Saviour  of  sinners  as  pe 
culiarly  near  and  dear  to  him  ?  He  replied,  "  O 
yes  !  very!'* 

Twice  during  the  forenoon  he  was  attacked 
by  such  tits  of  coughing  and  difficulty  of  ex 
pectoration,  that  it  appeared  to  his  friends  as 

and  young  converts,  and  stood  in  n<>ed  of  that  instruction,  which 
experience  alone  could  afford,  he  became  a  peculiar  blessing  to  us  ; 
and  this  proved  to  himself,  a  renewal  of  spiritual  life,  and  activity 
in  the  labor  of  the  ministry,  which  continue  undirninished  to  this 
day.  And  now  that  a  new  and  amiable  Governor  commands  the 
Island,  his  friend  and  patron  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ, 
the  work  of  the  Lord  is  flourishing  abundantly,  particularly 
among  the  slaves  ;  who,  by  the  Governor's  new  regulations,  com 
manding  their  masters  to  send  them  to  Church  at  all  regular  ser 
vices,  have  the  gospel  preached  constantly  by  Mr.  Boys  and  Mr. 
Vernon ;  and  the  schools  also  have  greatly  increased  in  numbers, 
so  that  the  rising  generation,  in  this  once  abandoned  profligate 
Island,  is  now  brought  up  strictly  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord.  I  mention  this  in  justice  to  his  character,  who,  altho' 
his  instrumentality  was  not  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  any  of  the 
young  saints,  became  a  father  to  them  all,  so  that  I  know  not 
what  we  should  have  done  without  him.  Pie  made  his  house  a 
regular  hospital  for  any  of  the  Naval  Christians  when  sick  ;  and 
both  he  and  dear  Mrs.  Boys  (a  true  Mother  in  Israel)  not  only 
attended  to  their  bodily  wants,  but,  above  all,  to  their  souls.  The 
Lord  of  the  vineyard  reward  them  both  abundantly  here  and  here 
after.  I  mention  these  circumstances  thus  particularly,  for  it  is  a 
debt  of  love  absolutely  due  to  him." 
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if  he  must  expire  from  suffocation.  On  one 
occasion,  after  many  fruitless  efforts  to  relieve 
himself,  he  said,  "  I'll  make  another  effort,  if 
1  get  relief  I  shall  be  a  little  longer  alive ;  if  not, 
I  shall  die  in  the  attempt."  It  pleased  GOD  to 
grant  him  a  little  temporary  relief,  by  expecto 
rating.  Being  so  nearly  exhausted,  he  could 
only  say,  feebly,  "Thank  GOD,  thank  GOD  !" 

After  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  he  signed  his 
will,  which  he  had  made  several  days  previous ; 
thus  bequeathing  the  principal  part  of  10,000 
Pounds  to  his  Mother,  which  otherwise  would 
have  gone  to  a  Brother  in  good  circumstances. 

This  was  the  last  act  of  his  life.  A  few  more 
fleeting  hours  brought  the  evening  of  that  me 
morable  day,  when,  as  its  shades  descended 
into  night,  his  mortal  sun  in  like  manner  set  in 
death,  to  rise  more  glorious  in  one  eternal  and 
unclouded  day. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  December 
17,  1820,  surrounded  by  his  Christian  friends, 
whose  tears  were  mingled  with  a  holy  joy,  he 
heaved  a  few  deep  and  heavy  sobs,  and  gently 
fell  asleep  in  Christ. 

"  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright: 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."* 

*  Ps.  xxxvii,  37. 
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May  it  be  given  to  the  reader,  and  (lie  writer, 
individually,  to  possess  that  precious  living 
faith,  which,  uniting-  the  soul  to  Jesus,  invests 
it  with  the  inestimable  blessings  of  his  salva 
tion,  and,  as  we  have  here  seen,  thus  greatly 
triumphs  in  a  dying  hour. 

A  general  and  brief  consideration  of  Mr. 
Gr — t's  experience,  together  with  some  points 
not  previously  noticed,  and  such  reflections  as 
may  arise  out  of  the  whole,  will  now  suffice  to 
bring  the  present  Memoir  to  a  close. 

The  time  that  elapsed  from  the  first  dawning 
of  divine  truth  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  G.,  to  the 
period  when  his  faith  was  consummated  in  full 
fruition,  was  comparatively  so  short,  and  the 
dealings  of  the  Lord  towards  him  appear  to  have 
been  so  appropriated  to  the  designs  respecting 
his  early  dismissal  from  the  body,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  many  of  those  experiences  which 
older  Christians,  and  such  as  have  to  traverse 
the  wilderness  in  their  pilgrimage  for  a  longer 
period,  become  painfully  acquainted  with. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  he  lei't  England  a 
thoughtless  youth,  unconcerned  about  himself, 
and  negligent  of  his  GOD.  Ere  its  days  were 
fulfilled,  the  number  of  his  months  was  accom 
plished,  and  his  body  slept  in  death. 


I  cannot  better  impart  to  the  reader  the  pecu 
liar  experiences  of  the  latter  days  of  this  amiable 
youth,  than  by  laying  before  him  the  following 
interesting  letters :  the  one  immediately  subjoined, 
being  from  the  pen  of  his  valuable  friend,  already 
so  frequently  quoted  : — 

"Mv  DKAR  FRIEND, 

"  I  embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  sending 
to  you  the  little  Memoir  of  my  dear  departed 
friend  and  brother,  one  of  the  first  fruits  of 
Grace  in  his  and  other  ships  stationed  at  St. 
Helena.  It  pleased  the  Lord  to  visit  him  with 
a  long  illness,  which  terminated  in  a  rapid  con 
sumption.  But  this  was  sanctified  to  his  soul 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  so  that  he  was 
indeed  a  child  of  grace ;  for  previous  to  his 
fatal  illness,  he  had  never  known  any  thing  of 
the  Scriptures,  not  even  the  letter,  nor  of  reli 
gious  people ;  and  during  his  sickness,  as  he 
was  generally  too  weak  to  bear  much  conversa 
tion,  so  it  pleased  the  Lord  that  he  needed  it 
not ;  but  his  heart,  like  Lydia's,  was  gently 
opened  to  receive,  in  love  and  joy,  the  first 
words  of  truth  which  were  spoken  to  him  by  his 
very  dear  Christian  friend  Mr.  M— sh  of  the  Vigo, 
whose  instrumentality  was  so  peculiarly  blessed 
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in  the  conversion  of  many  young  men  of  the 
Navy,  at  St.  Helena,  and  on  other  stations, 
since  that  period. 

"  During  the  latter  part  of  his  illness,  when 
\vith  me  at  Mason's  Stock-House,  as  he  became 
more  debilitated  and  feeble,  so  he  became  even 
less  able  to  bear  much  conversation  :  for  it  was 
only  during  those  certain  short  intervals  of  ap 
parently  restored  strength  of  body  and  mind,  so 
peculiar  to  his  flattering  complaint,  that  any  of 
his  Christian  friends  could  speak  or  read  to  him, 
or  unite  with  him  in  prayer.  But,  at  such 
seasons,  he  was  all  life  and  animation. 

"  There  was  scarcely  a  day  that  some  of  our 
young  Christian  friends  were  not  with  us ;  and 
we  could  not  but  regret  that  poor  Gr — t  was  in 
general  unable,  through  weakness  and  languor, 
to  join  us  in  our  social  communion  and  prayers : 
yet  it  used  to  delight  us  to  see  him,  as  he  sat 
up  in  bed,  using  every  means  and  exertion  to 
rouse  himself  from  that  heavy  drowsiness  which 
so  often  overpowered  him ;  that  he  might  not 
lose  a  word  that  wras  said,  or  even  a  look  or  a 
gesture.  If  I  was  reading  the  Bible,  or  any 
good  book,  or  praying,  he  would  frequently 
interrupt  me  if  he  did  not  clearly  comprehend 
what  I  read  or  said,  either  from  the  nature  of 
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the  subject,  or  from  his  not  being  able  to  com 
mand  his  attention  thro'  weakness  of  body,  and 
would  say,  <  O  that's  a  kind  fellow,  say  that 
again;  or  read  that  again/  Well,  I  would  do 
so  ;  and  he  would  often  repeat  the  same  request 
two  or  three  times  ;  particularly  when  I  was 
praying  with  him,  and  for  him ;  when  any  thing 
was  said  peculiarly  applicable  to  his  state  or 
feelings ;  for  in  my  prayers  I  used  chiefly  to 
pray  in  his  stead  as  it  were  for  him,  as  I  thought 
he  would  have  prayed  for  himself,  as  sick,  weak, 
troubled  greatly  with  a  cough,  and  dying ;  and 
for  those  spiritual  blessings  and  comforts  which 
I  knew  his  soul  panted  for,  and  richly  enjoyed. 

"  I  have  touched  upon  these  little  traits,  in 
order  to  shew  you,  that,  as  he  could  not  bear, 
so  he  needed  not,  and  actually  had  not,  much 
human  teaching  ;  but  (almost  exclusively  of 
instruments  and  means)  had  abundantly  the 
teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  GOD  ;  so  strikingly 
manifested  in  the  deep  heartfelt  experience  of 
the  power  of  the  truth,  and  its  sanctifying  in 
fluences  in  that  strength,  yet  simplicity  of  faith, 
hope,  and  love,  so  visible  in  all  the  prayers  he 
wrote,  and  all  he  said  or  did. 

"  Never  did  I  witness  such  energy,  united 
with  such  peculiar  and  extraordinary  child-like 
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simplicity  and  sincerity ;  and  never  such  an  ex 
ample  and  monument  of  the  mere  and  sole 
teaching  and  power  of  the  holy  regenerating 
Spirit. 

"  A  Christian  friend  advised  him  to  embrace 
every  interval  of  strength,  and  write  his  prayers 
and  meditations,  as  a  means  of  comfort  to  him 
self,  not  only  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  after 
wards,  in  perusing  them  when  too  weak  to  write. 

"  This  excellent  plan  he  adopted,  and  wrote 
chiefly  in  the  morning,  when  he  enjoyed  some 
little  remissions  of  pain  and  languor,  and  for 
which  purpose  I  always  left  him  alone. 

"  These  prayers  breathe  the  very  spirit  of 
simplicity,  which  was  the  chief  feature  of  his 
character.  His  faith  appeared  to  have  no  mix 
ture  of  imperfection  in  it,  for  he  simply  and 
sincerely  took  for  granted  all  that  GOD  said  in 
his  word  ;  and  was  astonished  to  hear  any  of  us 
express  our  own  want  of  assurance  of  faith,  or  con 
scious  and  abiding  sense  of  our  personal  interest 
in  Christ.  This  to  him  was  a  mystery  we  never 
could  explain,  and  which,  happily  for  himself, 
he  died  in  entire  ignorance  of. 

"  From  the  time  he  knew  of  his  approaching 
dissolution,*  he  often  expressed  great  anxiety 

*  See  page  60. 
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to  understand  in  some  clear  degree,  agreeably 
to  Scripture  and  reason,  the  nature,  place,  or 
state  of  Heaven  and  glory.  During  this  eventful 
period  the  books  that  most  delighted  him,  except 
the  word  of  GOD,  were  Baxter's  Dying  Thoughts, 
and  Watts's  World  to  Come ;  particularly  that 
discourse,  in  the  latter  work,  on  the  state  and 
enjoyment  of  the  spirits  of  the  blessed  :  and  he 
would  often  in  a  lively  assurance  of  faith,  and 
with  anxious  inquisitiveness  and  sweet  simpli 
city  of  manner,  speak  of  his  approaching  disso 
lution,  and  his  hope  in  death  and  its  consequences. 
*  I  wonder,'  he  would  say,  '  What  I  shall  feel 
the  moment  I  enter  heaven — What  I  shall  think— 
What  I  shall  do — Where,  or  to  whom  will  they 
take  me?  To  Jesus  Christ?  Shall  I  be  intro 
duced  to  the  saints,  and  know  them — Abraham, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  Moses,  and  the  Prophets,  and 
Apostles  ?  And  shall  I  know  my  Christian 
friends  whom  I  knew  on  earth  ?  Shall  I  see  you 
all  again,  and  be  with  you !  Well !  I  shall  be 
anxiously  looking  out  for  you,  for  I  doubt  not 
your  arrival  will  add  to  my  felicity.  I  wonder 
if  I  shall  be  allowed  to  know  what  you  are  doing, 
and  how  your  are  going  on  on  earth — if  I  shall 
see  you,  and  can  be  near  you/ 
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"  He  used  to  talk  of  dying  and  going  to 
heaven,  as  a  youth  just  entering  life  full  of 
ardent  emotions,  would  speak  of  going  on  a 
voyage  to  some  far  distant  land  which  his  fancy 
had  fondly  depicted  all  loveliness  and  beauty ; 
and  in  this  happy  state  of  joyful  anticipation, 
he  bade  us  farewell  and  departed  for  heaven. 

"  Early,  bright,  transient,  chaste  as  mcrning  dew, 
He  sparkled,  was  exhal'd  and  went  to  heaven. 

"  G.  H.  W— D." 


To  this  very  interesting  letter,  in  which  we 
enjoy  such  a  lively  description  of  the  peculiar 
state  of  the  young  convert's  mind,  I  hasten  to 
subjoin  the  following  from  an  officer  belonging 
to  the  Regiment  at  St.  Helena,  but  at  that  time 
on  sick  leave  in  England,  accompanying  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  Chaplains  of  the  Island. 

"CLONGANNY,  March  3,  1821. 

"  I  have  lately  had  two  or  three  most  inter 
esting  letters  from  St.  Helena.  M — sh  has 
been  actively  useful  to  Mr.  Gr — t  of  his  ship, 
whose  case  the  accompanying  letter  from  my 
friend  Mr.  Vernon  details,  and  which  I  beg  to 
forward.  I  feel  assured  it  will  deeply  interest 
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you,  as  it  did  me.     Mr.  G.  died  on  the  day  it 

was  written,  and  my  Christian  friend  Mr.  O y 

also  writes  thus. 

"  *  The  young  man  I  mentioned  as  having  been 
visited  by  M — sh  and  W — d,  died  on  his  birth 
day,  and  a  few  hours  after  he  came  of  age.  It 
had  been  his  prayer  that  he  might  live  long 
enough  to  will  away  about  10,000  Pounds,  which 
he  wished  to  leave  to  some  of  his  relatives  that 
were  more  in  want  of  it  than  his  Brother,  who 
would  have  inherited  it  had  he  died  intestate,  or 
before  he  came  of  age.  He  signed  his  will  that 
day,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening  resigned  his  soul 
into  the  hands  of  his  Saviour,  in  the  sure  and 
joyful  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection/ 

"  This  appears  very  remarkable, 

"JAS.  W— E." 


From  Mr.  VERNON  to  Captain  W — E. 
"  ST.  HELENA,  December  17,  1820. 

"  Mr.  Gr — t,  the  poor  sick  Midshipman  of 
the  Vigo  (of  whom  you  must  have  heard  M — sh 
speak)  has  been  rapidly  declining  in  bodily 
strength,  but,  glory  be  to  GOD,  has  received  so 
plenteously  of  the  water  of  life,  that  he  is  now 
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rejoicing  in  Christ,  and  longing  to  be  absent 
from  the  body,  and  present  with  the  Lord. 
There  never  was  a  richer  display  of  redeeming 
love  and  mercy.  W — d  has  been  very  service 
able  to  him  ;  and  so  also  M — sh  and  Armstrong. 
W — d  very  kindly,  but  as  I  thought  injudiciously, 
said  he  should  be  happy  to  see  him  at  Mason's 
Stock-House  for  change  of  air,  whenever  he 
should  be  able  to  ride  so  far.  The  poor  young 
man,  eagerly  panting  after  religious  instruction, 
insisted  on  going  when  he  was  so  weak  that  most 
people  thought  he  would  never  be  able  to  leave 
it,  but  would  be  carried  thence  to  his  grave. 

"However,  the  hand  of  GOD  was  in  it,  and 
he  remained  for,  I  fancy,  three  weeks  with  W — d, 
hourly  growing  in  grace  and  in  meetness  for 
glory. 

"Upon  being  told  that  he  might  live  three 
weeks  longer  he  said,  '  Three  weeks,  well,  then 
I  should  like  to  remain  with  W — d  one  week 
more,  and  then  go  to  the  hospital,  as  in  case  of 
my  dying  here  I  should  give  so  much  trouble.' 

"  He  returned  to  High  Peak  some  days  ago, 
where  he  has  been  rapidly  hastening  to  his  end ; 
and  is  now  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  speak, 
or  nearly  so  ;  indeed  for  the  last  fortnight  he 
has  spoken  very  little,  but  much  to  the  purpose. 
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He  very  lately  said  to  M — sh,  '  I  have  been 
thinking  that  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  make 
a  god  for  myself,  and  fit  him  exactly  to  my 
wants,  I  could  never  have  devised  such  a  god 
as  my  GOD/ 

"  I  judge  of  his  state  more  from  his  prayers, 
which  I  think  Armstrong  very  judiciously  advised 
him  to  commit  to  paper,  as  he  complained  of 
being  unable  (through  excessive  weakness)  to 
command  his  attention  while  engaged  in  prayer. 
I  have  several  of  them,  they  breathe  such  a 
child-like  spirit;  he  throws  himself  into  the  arms 
of  his  Saviour  as  a  child  would  yield  himself  up 
to  a  tender  nurse,  and  such  a  warmth  of  love 
pervades  throughout,  that  it  brought  tears  from 
my  eyes  when  I  read  them. 

"  He  has  conceived  a  great  liking  for  me, 
which  is  gratifying  ;  but  I  blush  to  think  how 
little  I  have  been  able  to  do  for  him,  and  his 
spiritual  health. 

"  I  received  a  note  from  him  a  day  or  two 
ago,  in  which,  after  telling  me  that  his  dissolu 
tion  is  rapidly  approaching,  he  adds,  '  You,  my 
dear  sir,  know  that  death  has  no  sting  for  me ; 
and  I  wish  you  to  testify  it  for  me  in  a  sermon 
which  I  beg  you  may  preach  at  my  funeral, 
from  1,  Cor.  xv.  54  to  57 :  and  I  pray  GOD  that 
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the  Holy  Spirit  may  impress  the  truths  you  that 
day  deliver,  so  as  to  convince  all  present  what 
a  glorious  privilege  it  is  to  be  made  the  children 
of  GOD  Almighty/ 

"However  gratifying  such  compliance  with 
his  wishes  would  be  to  me,  a  little  consideration 
convinced  me  that  1  could  not  do  it;  as  it  would 
bean  encroachment  upon  the  province  of  another. 
T  am  therefore  obliged  to  decline.  However, 
theie  can  be  no  impropriety  in  my  preaching 
from  the  text  Mr.  Gr— t  has  given  me,  on  the 
Sunday  after  his  death,  in  my  own  church.  This 
I  shall  hope  to  do. 

"  How  wonderful,  that  GOD  should  have 
brought  this  young  man  from  the  bosom  of  his 
friends  to  learn  the  truth  in  so  benighted  a  spot! 

''  It  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous 
in  our  eyes. 

"B.  J.  VERNON  " 


The  following  is  also  the  testimony  of  his 
first  and  faithful  friend  respecting  his  decease: — 
"  H.  M.  S.  Vigo,  February  20,  1821. 

"  Poor  Gr — t  finished  his  career  on  December 
17,  1820,  and  is  now  with  the  great  multitude 
of  those  who  have  overcome  by  the  blood  of  the 
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Lamb.  His  continued  subject  for  the  last  two 
months  was  death,  which  he  saw  advancing  with 
great  composure,  daily  testifying  his  faith  in 
Christ,  and  even  in  the  last  hour  was  enabled 
to  triumph.  He  had  an  easy  dissolution,  and 
retained  his  speech  and  faculties  to  the  last. 

"  R.  J.  M— SH." 


But  the  grace  of  GOD  which  thus  brought 
salvation  to  this  poor  sinner's  soul,  not  only 
afforded  to  himself  peace  and  joy  in  believing, 
but  also  excited  other  characteristic  traits  of  a 
gracious  state ;  namely,  love  and  anxious  con 
cern  for  the  souls  of  others.  Raised,  by  the 
hand  of  sovereign  mercy,  from  the  depth  of 
human  ignorance,  blindness,  and  delusion,  to 
that  height  to  which  distinguishing  grace  had 
led  him,  he  could  now  look  down  and  trace 
with  some  degree  of  accuracy,  and  contemplate 
with  suitable  emotions,  the  scene  of  wretched 
ness  he  had  left,  and  mark  the  awful  state  of 
unconverted  man,  in  impenitence,  in  guilt,  in 
danger,  and  delusion. 

One  source  of  anxiety  was  for  the  awakening 
and  conversion  of  his  thoughtless  messmates : 
but  his  views  did  not  terminate  in  them.  Dearer 
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objects  aroused  his  tenderest  concern,  and  his 
affectionate  solicitude  was  excited  for  the  best 
interests  of  his  kindred. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  this  feeling  is  ex 
hibited  in  what  took  place  during  his  stay 
at  Mason's  Stock-House :  which  I  give  in  the 
words  of  the  friend  from  whom  I  received  the 
account. 

Having  one  day  received  a  letter  from  his 
mother  in  Scotland,  announcing  the  death  of  a 
sister,  and  expressing  her  own  wishes  and  those 
of  his  friends  that  he  should  return  home ;  he 
perused  a  part  of  it,  when  suddenly  becoming 
very  much  agitated — he  threw  down  the  letter — 
and  rising  hastily,  walked  to  and  fro  the  room 
in  great  grief,  and  altogether  absorbed  in  the 
subject  of  the  letter:  then  apparently  forgetting 
his  illness,  he  exclaimed,  "  Dear  me,  I'll  go 
home  in  one  of  those  ships  to  see  my  mother," 
(alluding  to  ships  then  at  the  Island,  on  the  point 
of  sailing  for  England)  Mr.  \V — d  said  to  him, 
"  My  dear  Gr — t,  you  forget  your  present  state 
of  health,  you  would  never  reach  England." 
Gr — t  immediately  replied,  "  Well,  but  even 
then  I  can  but  die  on  the  passage ;  and  it  is  not 
impossible  with  GOD  to  continue  my  life  till  I 
get  home  :  and  if  so,  then  I  would  not  care  how 
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soon  I  die  after  I  have  seen  my  dear  mother, 
and  spoken  but  a  few  words  to  her." 

His  friend  seeing  him  so  surprisingly  ab 
stracted,  abstained  from  any  further  discussion, 
and  left  him  to  his  own  undisturbed  meditations ; 
and  nothing  more  was  said  upon  the  subject 
that  night. 

On  the  following  morning  Gr — t  himself  intro 
duced  the  subject,  and  giving  the  letter  to  his 
friend  to  read,  told  him  it  was  not  merely  the 
announcement  of  his  sister's  death  that  had  so 
agitated  him,  but  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
his  mother  had  spoken  of  her,  and  how  she 
bore  her  sufferings;  together  with  the  false  views 
and  hopes  she  had  expressed,  relative  to  her 
dissolution.  What  so  peculiarly  agitated  him 
was  (as  well  as  the  words  can  be  remembered, 
"That  she  resigned  her  spotless  soul  to  GOD, 
pure  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  its  Maker." 

Here  he  suddenly  stopped,  and  glancing  over 
the  intermediate  parts,  went  on  to  peruse  the 
conclusion,  wherein  his  mother  most  affection 
ately  expressed  her  anxious  expectation  of  his 
immediate  return  home;  telling  him  she  had  a 
room  fitted  up  and  every  thing  prepared  for  his 
comfort,  and  that  she  had  anticipated  much  joy 
from  his  arrival. 
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Overpowered  by  these  affecting  expressions  of 
parental  love,  it  was  then  that  he  had  shewn  so 
much  agitation  of  mind ;  and  so  highly  were  his 
feelings  excited,  that,  although  previously  unable 
through  weakness  to  write  a  short  prayer  without 
being  much  exhausted,  he  now  sat  down,  and 
through  the  strength  given  him  of  GOD,  wrote 
long  letter  to  his  Brother  and  his  Mother,  of  which 
the  following  are  copies  : — 

"  Sr.  HELENA,  Sth  December,  1820. 

"  "Now  that  I  am  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  my 
dear  Brother  John,  and  cannot  expect  to  live 
many  weeks,  I  feel  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me 
most  explicitly  and  sincerely  to  make  known  to 
you  the  spiritual  state  of  my  soul,  in  these  my 
few  last  days,  while  journeying  through  this 
world  of  sin  and  vanity.  My  complaint  which 
began  in  April  last,  has  proved,  through  the 
infinite  mercy  of  my  heavenly  Father,  a  blessed 
visitation ;  in  as  much  as  it  has  been  sanctified 
to  me  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  I  have  been  daily 
receiving  out  of  his  abundant  goodness  most 
wonderful  mercies,  in  making  me  a  partaker 
(through  free  grace)  of  the  merits  and  righteous 
ness  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  blessed  Saviour  an 
Redeemer,  and  in  giving  me,  by  his  Spirit, 
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full  assurance  of  faith  and  hope,  in  the  pardon 
and  forgiveness  of  all  my  sins  by  the  shedding 
ot  his  most  precious  blood  ;  he  having  reconciled 
me,  a  sinner,  unto  GOD,  in  thus  blotting  out  all 
my  transgressions  and  iniquities,  and  having 
invested  me  (through  his  imputed  righteousness) 
with  a  title  to  eternal  life  and  glory ;  the  Holy 
Spirit  bearing  witness  with  my  spirit  that  1  have 
been  born  again  from  above,  and  am  become  an 
heir  of  glory,  and  of  GOD,  and  joint  heir  with 
Christ,  of  an  eternal  inheritance,  which  fadeth 
not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  all  them,  who 
through  a  living  faith  and  hearty  repentance, 
love  and  obey  him  in  sincerity  and  truth ;  pa 
tiently  waiting  for  his  summons,  and  most 
earnestly  desiring  to  be  with  Christ. 

"  I  have  to  beseech  you,  with  me,  to  return 
humble  and  grateful  thanks  to  GOD,  for  all  these 
his  mercies  and  blessings  bestowed  upon  me ; 
and  thus  enabling  me  to  give  you,  my  dear 
brother  John,  and  my  dear  Mother  and  family, 
this  last  testimony  of  my  peace  and  joy ;  and 
my  earnest  prayer  shall  accompany  it,  that  He, 
who  alone  can  turn  the  hearts  of  all  men,  may 
sanctify  it  to  you  and  all  who  are  dear  to  me  on 
earth,  to  the  eternal  «ood  of  your  immortal 
souls.  Now,  my  dearest  John,  1  have  said  all 
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I  can  say  to  you,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  beseeching 
you  to  use  those  means  which  GOD  has  ap 
pointed  to  obtain  his  free  grace,  in  the  manner 
revealed  in  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  which  consist 
in  earnest  prayer  and  supplication  to  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  his  powerful  assistance,  whose  office 
it  is  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  reveal 
them  unto  us,  and  convince  us  of  sin,  of 
righteousness,  and  judgment;  and  to  bestow 
upon  us  his  regenerating,  enlightening,  and 
sanctifying  influence. 

"  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  send  the  dupli 
cate  of  this  letter  to  my  dearest  Mother,  as  I 
feel  much  fatigued  from  the  exertion  of  writing 
this  ;  I  shall  only  be  able  to  send  her  a  few  lines. 
You  may  hear  again  from  me,  but  not  likely. 
Direct  all  letters  to  the  care  of  the  Admiral. 

"  I  now  recommend  you  strongly  to  the  perusal 
of  the  Scriptures  daily,  and  private  meditation  ; 
thinking  on  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  which  are 
so  plainly  revealed  to  us  in  the  Gospel,  in  the 
New  Testament,  which  1  trust  you  will  read 
morning  and  evening,  with  prayer  for  spiritual 
instruction  to  understand  them. — 1.  Cor.  ii.  v. 
10  to  16,  and  John  c.  iii. 

"I  now  bid  you  farewell,  as  I  trust  through 
the  mercy  of  GOD,  and  a  living  faith  in  Jesus 
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Christ,  to  meet  in  heaven,  where  all  is  joy,  never 
more  to  part.  Give  my  kindest  remembrances 
to  every  individual  of  the  family.  Write  to 
Henry ;  tell  him  1  was  too  weak  to  write — he 
is  an  affectionate  brother ;  tell  him  I  always 
thought  so — as  I  did  of  you. 
"  Give 

(Here  follow  some  short  directions  respecting  temporal  concerns.) 

(f  May  GOD  be  with  you,  my  dear  John,  believe 
me  affectionately. 

"  ROBERT  GR— T." 


"ST.  HELENA,  Decembers,  1820. 

"  MY  DEAREST  MOTHER, 

"  Your  letter   of  August  gave   me  no   little 

uneasiness,  although  I  expected  to  hear  of  the 

melancholy   occurrence  ever  since   I   received 

your  first  letter  on  this  station.     When  I  left  her 

at  Windsor,  she  was  then  reduced  to  a  skeleton. 

It  gives  me  great  comfort  to  know  that  she  shewed 

resignation  on  her  death   bed,    but  you  never 

mentioned  her  reliance  on  our  blessed  Saviour, 

Jesus  Christ,  without  which,    my  dear  mother, 

you  know  we  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 

heaven.    I  have  great  confidence  and  hope  from 

her  exemplary  life  that  it  was  a  righteous  one; 
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but  never  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
dear  sister  on  that  subject.  I  hope  you  have 
often  heard  her  speak  of  her  Saviour  with  delight, 
as  you  know  that  all  will  be  saved  who  believe 
in  the  Lord  Christ,  in.  spirit  and  truth  ;  yet, 
although  1  do  not  see  those  evidences  of  spiritual 
life  in  your  letter  I  should  have  wished,  since 
Ave  are  saved  wholly  by  free  grace,  I  trust  that 
she  has  received  salvation,  and  that  we  shall 
meet  as  heirs  of  glory  in  heaven,  with  you  my 
beloved  mother,  and  all  that  are  near  and  dear 
to  me  on  earth. 

"  L  my  dear  mother,  like  all  mankind  in  their 
natural  state,  have  (until  this  my  present  sick 
ness)  been  Irving  without  a  GOD  and  Saviour  in 
the  world ;  in  open  rebellion,  following  the  evil 
desires  and  lusts  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind, 
and  was  a  child  of  wrath,  even  as  all  others  that 
are  bom  into  this  wicked  world;  being  under  the 
power  and  dominion  of  the  devil,  the  prince  of 
this  world;  and  justly  deserving  condemnation 
eternal.  But  praise  and  glory  be  to  GOD  for 
his  long  suffering  towards  me,  in  not  cutting  me 
off  in  the  midst  of  my  sins  and  iniquities,  but 
most  mercifully  stopping  me  in  the  course  of  my 
transgressions,  by  visiting  me  in  this  my  present 
sickness  (which  will  be  my  last)  as  a  chastise- 
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ment,  not  in  anger,  but  in  love,  (see  Hebrews 
c.  xii,  v.  5  to  12)  as  he  has  graciously  sanctified 
it  to  the  eternal  salvation  of  my  immortal  soul. 
Blessed  be  his  holy  name  for  having  thus  ex 
tended  his  infinite  mercy,  through  Christ,  in 
snatching  me  as  a  brand  from  the  burning, 
redeeming  me  from  eternal  death — and  crowning 
me  with  everlasting  life  and  glory ;  for  he  visited 
me  in  the  day  of  his  power  with  his  sovereign 
and  free  grace,  in  giving  me,  through  his  Holy 
Spirit,  regeneration,  repentance,  and  a  living 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  his  beloved  Son,  my  blessed 
Saviour  and  Redeemer.  I  have  written  a  letter 
to  my  brother,  a  long  letter  (a  copy  of  which  1 
particularly  requested  him  to  send  to  you)  giving 
him  an  account  of  GOD'S  mercy  and  grace  to 
me,  and  of  my  present  joyous  and  blessed  state 
of  soul,  now  in  the  full  view  of  a  speedy  de 
parture  from  this  evil  world  of  trial ;  earnestly 
desiring  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  for  deatli 
to  me  is  now  no  longer  a  king  of  terrors,  but  to 
my  anticipation,  an  angel  and  messenger  of 
peace,  sent  from  my  heavenly  Father,  kindly  to 
invite  and  bid  me  welcome  to  his  glorious 
mansions  of  endless  joy  and  love.  The  Admiral 
pays  me  every  attention,  and  I  have  received 
every  kindness  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  and 
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unbounded  attention  from  all  my  friends.  I  have 
been  living  for  the  last  fortnight,  for  change  of 
uir,  with  an  oflicer  of  the  20th  Regiment,  sta 
tioned  here :  he  is  on  detached  service,  in  a 
healthy  spot  of  the  Isle ;  however  I  leave  him 
for  sick  quarters  to-morrow.  His  name  is 
"W — d, — his  civilities  to  me  during  my  sickness, 
Lave  been  those  of  a  brother;  and  he  has  been 
of  the  greatest  use  to  me  in  a  spiritual  manner, 
from  his  long  experience  in  that  glorious  cause. 
I  wish  you  would  mention  his  name  to  John,  as 
Mr.  W.,  if  ever  he  should  visit  Scotland,  would 
call  upon  him,  and  explain  all  my  case.  There 
is  also  a  clergyman,  a  most  exemplary  and  highly 
respected  man,  in  this  Isle,  intends  visiting 
Scotland  the  year  after  next;  he  has  promised 
to  call,  just  to  satisfy  you  all  in  what  manner  1 
departed  this  life.  I  also  send  his  name  to 
John:  it  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vernon,  Chaplain  of 
the  East  India  Company  in  this  Island. 

"  Remember  me  kindly  to 

"  There  will  be  no  use  in  your  writing  again 
to  me  :  if  you  wish  to  write,  do  it  to  the  Admiral. 

"May  GOD  be  with  you,  my  dear  mother,  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  and  you  with  him  everrrore. 
"  Your  affectionate  Son, 

"  ROBERT  Gn — T." 
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To  comment  upon  these  surprising-  letters, 
written  in  such  a  season  of  debility  and  decay, 
and  only  a  few  days  before  his  death,  would  be 
an  unseasonable  intrusion  upon  the  Christian 
reader's  time.  I  pass  on  to  other  considerations. 

The  anxiety  I  have  said  he  also  felt  for  the 
conversion  of  his  shipmates,  did  not  vent  itself 
in  mere  empty  expressions  of  desire ;  but,  as 
he  had  opportunity,  he  laboured  to  do  them 
good.  Seizing  every  occasion  when  his  mess 
mates,  or  the  lieutenants  of  the  ship  came  to 
see  him,  he  would  immediately  speak  to  them, 
in  a  manner  the  m'ost  eandid  and  artless,  of  the 
nature  of  the  work  of  grace  which -was  wrought 
in  his  soul.  To  all  he  said  they  would  usually 
listen,  not  only  with  politeness  and  patience,  but 
with  deep  interest ;  and  the  more  so  because  the 
speaker  was  no  clergyman,  but  one  of  themselves, 
and  what  he  stated  so  minutely  and  earnestly  they 
could  not  refute. 

Yet  while  thus  anxious  for  the  souls  of  others, 
he  felt  no  uneasy  misgivings  respecting  his  own ; 
but  under  all  his  sufferings,  preserved  and  en 
joyed  that  peace  of  GOD  which  passeth  under 
standing;  and  was  enabled,  by  faith,  not  only 
to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  GOD,  but  to 
E  3 
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glory  in  tribulations  also*  In  reference  to  this 
state  of  mind  and  other  peculiar  traits  of  cha 
racter,  I  lay  before  the  reader  a'  further  extract 
from  the  interesting  communications  of  my  friend 
Lieutenant  W — d  : 

"it  pleased  his  dear  Saviour  to  grant  him  the 
sweetest  consolations  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  under 
the  total  want  of  bodily  comfort  and  peace ;  and 
during  the  whole  of  this  trying  situation  a 
murmur  never  escaped  his  lips,  nor  a  look  ex 
pressive  of  discontent ;  far  from  it — he  was 
always  gentle  and  passive,  thankful  for  all  his 
sufferings,  peaceful  in  soul,  and  often  cheerful 
in  spirits.  There  was  another  peculiar  trait  in 
his  disposition  naturally,  but  at  this  time  sancti 
fied.  This  was  an  extreme  delicacy  of  feeling 
and  of  mind,  added  to  geat  neatness  in  his 
person  and  appearance  ;  and  which  now  often 
caused  anxiety  on  account  of  the  increasing 
infirmities  arising  from  his  complaint,  lest, 
towards  the  last,  he  should  be  so  exhausted, 
through  debility  and  decay,  as  to  be  unable  to 
move  or  render  himself  any  assistance.  This  he 
used  to  make  a  subject  of  prayer,  that  GOD 
might  enable  him  to  assist  himself,  and  preserve 

*  Rom.  v.  2,  3. 
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his  faculties  clear  unto  the  end ;  which  it  pleased 
GOD  to  grant,  even  to- the  last  moment,  so  that 
he  never  suffered  any  unpleasantness  of  this 
nature,  but  in  anticipation. 

"  His  extreme  sensibility  was  strikingly  mani 
fest,  in  his  always  endeavouring,  by  cheerful 
ness  of  manner,  to  do  away  with  every  painful 
or  melancholy  feeling  he  thought,  from  our  words 
or  looks,  we  cherished  at  any  time  towards  him, 
our  pity  being  excited  by  seeing  so  interesting 
and  handsome  a  youth,  suffering  under  the  ex 
haustion  and  wretchedness  of  his  complaint, 
hastening  to  decay  and  death.  And  whenever 
he  perceived  us  sympathizing  in  his  bodily  suf 
ferings,  he  would  suddenly  rouse  himself  from 
his  lethargy,  and  make  some  lively  observation 
to  dispel  our  emotions  of  sorrow  and  regret ;  and 
often  when  undressing  to  go  to  bed,  or  when 
rising  in  the  morning,  if  he  thought  we  took 
notice  of  his  emaciated  state,  he  would  look 
upon  his  shrunken  limbs,  and  make  some  cheer 
ful  remark  upon  so  sad  a  subject,  on  purpose  to 
dispel  our  gloom,  and  make  us  all  happy  as 
himself,  contrasting  his  present  pitiable  appear 
ance  with  what  he  was  only  a  few  months 
before ;  but  not  with  any  degree  of  vanity, 
arising  from  the  remembrance  of  what  he  once 
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was ;  having  been  remarkable  for  the  symmetry 
and  beauty  of  his  graceful  form,  and  the  love 
liness  of  his  youthful  yet  manly  countenance, 
which  was  as  expressive  as  beautiful ;  having  fine 
intelligent  black  eyes,  black  hair,  a  finely  formed 
face,  and  features  equally  so,  with  a  brown 
complexion.  Yet,  tho'  having  been  always 
admired,  and  not  a  little  flattered,  in  the  polished 
circle  of  society  to  which  he  had  ever  been  ac 
customed,  he  always  seemed  unconscious  of  his 
personal  advantages ;  nor  do  I  know  that  he  had 
ever  been  vain  of  himself.  He  certainly  was 
one  of  the  most  engaging,  elegant,  and  finished 
young  gentlemen,  I  ever  met  with ;  and  all  this 
innate  elegance,  gentleness,  and  delicacy,  he 
possessed  even  to  his  very  last  hour.  In  short, 
he  was  one  of  those  young  creatures,  suffering 
and  hastening  so  untimely  to  the  grave,  that 
every  person  felt  deeply  interested  about,  and 
pitying,  sighed  as  they  beheld  him." 

Life  is  the  triumph  of  our  mould'ring  clay; 
Death,  of  the  spirit  infinite  !  divine  ! 
Death  has  no  dread  but  what  frail  life  imparts; 
Nor  life  true  joy.  but  what  kind  death  improves. 
No  bliss  has  life  to  boast,  till  death  can  give 
Far  greater  ;  life's  a  debtor  to  the  grave, 
Dark  lattice !  letting  in  eternal  day. 

In  proof  of  the  gratitude  he  felt  towards  those 
who  ministered  to  his  necessities,  he  gave  more 


93 

substantial  evidence  than  mere  words  afford,  for 
on  the  morning'  of  his  death,  he  called  Dr.  M — 
to  his  bed-side,  and  presenting  him  with  a 
•valuable  gold  watch,  chain,  &c.,  begged  he 
would  wear  them  for  his  sake  ;  at  the  same  time 
expressing  his  heartfelt  gratitude  for  all  the  un- 
remitted  kindness  and  attention  he  had  invariably 
received.  This  scene,  with  all  the  attendant 
circumstances,  was  calculated  to  impress  the 
mind  with  solemn  thoughts :  and  his  worthy 
medical  friend  and  shipmate  became  deeply 
affected  by  the  dying  address  of  his  young  patient. 
It  was  not  indeed  the  first  time  he  had  been  so 
addressed ;  for  the  youth  had  oftentimes  spoken 
openly  and  earnestly  to  him,  of  the  things  that 
concern  the  kingdom  of  GOD. 

May  he  reap  the  blessing ! — and,  tinder  the 
influence  of  sovereign  love,  so  bring  forth  the 
first  fruits  of  grace  in  life,  as  to  afford  a  sure 
earnest  of  the  harvest  of  glory  in  eternity. 

In  order  to  shew  that  the  undisturbed  tran 
quillity  of  soul,  and  sweet  composure  Mr.  Gr — t 
is  said  to  have  experienced  in  the  near  prospect 
of  death,  is  neither  the  garbled  account  of  de 
ceivers,  nor  the  biassed  opinion  of  the  prejudiced 
advocates  of  a  system,  I  will  lay  before  the 
reader  the  testimony  of  one  who  made  no 
E  5 
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pretensions  to  evangelical  religion,  nor  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  spiritual  life  and  divine 
supports  of  the  true  believer;  but  who  also  bears 

testimony  to  the  same  fact.  Captain  M , 

who  went  out  a  Lieutenant  of  the  F — ,  was  con 
stantly  in  the  habit  of  seeing  Mr.  Gr— t  after  he 
became  so  ill  as  to  be  obliged  to  leave  the  ship. 
He  was  with  him  the  very  day  before  he  died,* 
and  had  charge  of  sending  home  his  papers; 
and  Mr.  Gr — t's  calm  and  peaceful  death  struck 
him  forcibly. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  a  relative  in  England, 
this  gentleman  thus  expresses  himself,  "  the 
Admiral's  son  was  a  good  deal  with  Mr.  Gr — t, 
and  he  was  surprised,  because  Gr — t  was  very 
much  changed,  and  his  thoughts  arid  conversa 
tion  seemed  now  chiefly  on  religion." 

In  another  letter  Captain  M observed, 

"  that  he  thought  Gr — t  getting  worse  daily ;  yet 
he  himself  was  generally  sanguine  about  his 
recovery ;  but  talked  of  the  probability  of  his 
dissolution  with  much  composure,  and  without 
any  appearance  of  fear,  and  that  he  believed 
him  to  be  as  well  prepared  to  meet  his  Maker  as 
any  one  could  be." 

In  the  letter  from  this  gentleman  which  told 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Gr — t,  he  again  mentioned, 

*  See  page  62. 
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"  the  sweet  peace  of  soul  which  he  seemed  to 
possess — the  last  time  he  saw  him  he  was  very 
anxious  to  live  till  his  birth-day,  when  he  would 
be  of  age  and  competent  to  make  his  will ;  he 
did  so;  and  died  the  very  day  he  was  twenty-one." 

Such  is  the  confirmatory  testimony  of  this 
gentleman.  But  the  peculiar  state  and  sufferings 
of  Mr.  Gr — t,  not  only  arrested  the  observation 
of  those  who  were  his  shipmates,  but  of  those 
also,  who  were  in  rank  and  station,  and  cir 
cumstances  far  removed  from  him ;  and  in 
consequence,  his  conversion  (which  was  the 
first-fruit  of  a  marvellous  work  of  the  spirit 
subsequently  displayed)  excited  general  attention 
on  the  Island  ;  so  much  so  indeed  that  all  took 
a  particular  interest  in  his  history,  and  noticed 
the  remarkable  answer  that  was  afforded  to  his 
earnest  prayer  that  he  might  live  till  his  birth-day. 

Great  as  were  the  opposition  and  enmity  shewn 
to  the  other  naval  converts,  and  much  as  they 
were  held  up  to  ridicule  by  many  in  James- 
Town,  and  among  the  military,  yet  all  ranks 
sympathized  in  his  sufferings,  and  spoke  favor 
ably  of  his  having  become  so  very  good  a  Christian, 
and  so  fit  and  so  prepared  to  die.  Some  even 
spoke  to  the  highest  authority  on  the  Island,  and 
lamented  that  he  was  gone  to  Mason's  Stock 
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House,  a  miserable  hut,  where  he  might  be 
exposed  to  many  wants,  even  of  those  comforts 
necessary  for  his  peculiar  situation;  and  this 
was  expressed  with  so  much  feeling,  that  a 
cottage  near  Plantation-House  was  immediately 
most  kindly  offered  to  him,  with  permission  to 
his  friend  \Y—  d  to  be  with  him  just  as  often  as 
he  wished ;  although  stationed  at  so  distant  a 
part  of  the  Island.  This  very  considerate  offer 
was,  however,  for  many  reasons,  declined ;  and 
in  respect  of  those  little  delicacies  which  the 
poor  sufferer  so  much  needed,  I  copy  the  fol 
lowing  from  Mr.  W — d's  communication  upon 
the  subject;  who  says,  "  I  had  previously  settled 
this  matter  with  the  messman  of  our  Regiment, 
then  at  Deadwood ;  and  also  with  dear  Mrs. 
Dodd  ;*  and  Deadwood  was  not  far  from  where 
I  was  stationed ;  however,  the  Lord  provided 
even  better  and  more  conveniently  than  I  had 
anticipated ;  and  moved  Miss  Mason'sf  heart 
to  shew  poor  Gr — t  every  possible  kindness  and 

*  It  is  but  due  to  the  memory  of  this  dear  departed  woman,  to 
say,  that  her  character  was  truly  that  of  a  Mother  in  Israel.  In 
her  life  she  exhibited  much,  very  much  of  the  sweet  spirit  of  the 
gospel,  and  though  now  dead,  still  lives  in  the  memory  and  affec 
tion  of  many  of  the  Lord's  people. 

f  A  St.  Helena  lady  whose  estate  has  already  been  spoken  of  in 
page  38.  Mason's  Stock-House  was  situated  upon  her  estate. 
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attention ;  and  she  supplied  him  daily  with 
jellies,  and  fruit,  and  every  nice  little  thing  he 
could  possibly  require,  and  more  than  heneeded." 

How  truly  in  this  instance  was  the  declaration 
of  the  inspired  Apostle  fulfilled.  My  GOD 
shall  supply  all  your  needy  according  to  his 
riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus.* 

The  following  little  narrative,  extracted  from 
the  communications  afforded  me  by  the  dear 
friend  of  Mr.  Gr — t,  will  tend  to  shew,  not  only 
more  of  the  character  and  state  of  mind  of  the 
sufferer,  but  also,  what  were  the  general  feelings 
of  the  young  St.  Helena  Christians,  towards 
their  then  royal  prisoner.  Mr.  W — d  thus  writes : 
"  M  h  and  1  used  to  carry  poor  Gr — t  about  in 
a  tonjon  ;f  but  we,  his  hamauls,  were  as  happy 
in  the  employment  as  himself;  and  we  would 
often  compare  him,  his  situation,  state  of  soul, 
and  eternal  blessings  and  privileges,  riding  thus 
in  his  humble  chair  and  pole,  with  the  situation, 
state,  honors,  and  attendants  of  the  great  and 
wonderful  man,  Buonaparte,  who  lived  but 
about  a  gun-shot  from  us,  on  the  other  side  of 

*  Phil.  iv.  19. 

•j-  An  open  chair,  with  a  pole  affixed  before  and  behind,  and 
carried  by  four  hamauls  or  bearers,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  palan 
quin  ;  generally  used  by  ladies  to  take  the  air  in. 
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the  valley ;  and  who  also  was  in  the  habit  of 
riding  out  in  the  wood  behind  his  house  at  Long- 
wood,  attended  by  his  suite  in  full  dress,  whom 
we  could  plainly  see  from  my  piquet.  We 
would  often  ask  Gr — t,  whose  condition  was  the 
most  desirable,  his  or  the  great  man's?  or  if  he 
would  exchange  with  him  ?  Poor  Gr — t  would 
smile,  and  pity  this  extraordinary  man  ;  but 
would  agree  with  his  bearers,  that  his  own  situa 
tion,  though  on  the  point  of  bidding  farewell  to 
this  world  for  ever,  was  far  preferable  to  that  of 
Buonaparte,  at  any  time  of  his  splendid  history; 
and  that  he  would  not  exchange  with  any  mere 
worldly  potentate  that  ever  existed. 

"  But,  at  all  our  prayer  meetings,  we  never 
omitted  to  pray  for  our  exalted  neighbour, 
pouring  out  our  supplications  abundantly  and 
fervently  in  his  behalf,  that  GOD  would  mitigate 
his  severe  bodily  sufferings  during  his  long  ill 
ness,  and  sanctify  them  to  his  immortal  soul's 
conversion  and  salvation. 

"  He  was  frequently  the  subject  of  our  con 
versation,  arid  we  would  say — O,  if  it  pleased 
GOD  to  convert  him,  and  make  him  a  Christian, 
what  a  triumphant  monument  of  grace  would  he 
be !  Although,  if  he  were  led  to  true  repentance, 
the  world  would  say,  he  had  turned  coward :  or, 
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that  it  was  his  guilty  conscience  smiting  him  for 
the  dreadful  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  ;  and  that 
it  was  natural  enough  so  great  a  sinner  should 
repent.  We  knew  that  in  this  way  the  self- 
righteous  world  would  talk,  if  ever  he  should 
be  brought  to  evangelical  repentance  unto  life ; 
but  still  we  continued  to  pray  earnestly  for  him, 
as  he  was  most  truly  an  object  of  pity,  com 
passion,  and  Christian  benevolence.  We  were 
desirous  to  hear,  if  possible,  any  thing  relative 
to  his  spiritual  or  religious  ideas  and  views ;  but 
never  could  obtain  any  satisfactory  information 
till  after  his  death,  when  we  heard  from  some  of 
his  suite,  that  latterly  he  was  in  the  constant 
habit  of  praying  with  the  priest,  but  particularly 
was  often  heard  (when  he  knew  not  that  any  one 
was  present  in  the  room)  to  pray  earnestly  to 
GOD,  through  Jesus  Christ,  for  his  salvation; 
but  we  never  could  know  more  than  this.  Every 
one  said  that  he  never  was  at  all  alarmed  at 

death,  as  Dr.  A also  knows  ;  to  whom  he 

would  talk  of  his  approaching  end  with  philo 
sophical  calmness.  But  all  this  calmness  and 
unconcern  was  merely  of  a  natural  growth  ; 
arising  partly  from  his  ignorance  of  the  con 
sequences  of  death,  and  also  from  the  persua 
sion  that  he  had  not  only  not  been  guilty  of  the 
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flagrant,  crimes  imputed  to  him  by  his  enemies, 
but  that  he  had  abused  his  power  less,  in  what 
the  world  calls  crime,  than  any  other  monarch : 
and  he  used  to  appeal  to  history  to  vindicate  his 
assertion.    Nevertheless,  although  this  might  be 
true,  such  style  of  reasoning  and  calmness  of 
philosophy  (falsely  so  called)  was  a  proof  that 
then  he  had  no  gracious  visitations,  whatever  he 
might  have  had  on  his  dying  bed ;  when  he  was 
seen  and  heard  to  pray  to  GOD  through  Jesus 
Christ.     We  always  heard  that  he  believed  in 
the   Scriptures    as  the  nominal   Christian   may, 
and  often  does,  to  his  own  condemnation.     He 
always  spoke  of  them  with  respect  and  reverence, 
and  often  read  them,  particularly  latterly.     In 
the  time  of  Dr.  O'Meara  he  used  to  peruse  them 
frequently,  both  for  pleasure  and  information ; 
but  then,  chiefly  the  historical  parts,  especially 
the  accounts  of  Joshua,  David,  &c.,  and  their 
battles ;  and  ever  valued  the  Bible  as  the  oldest 
history  extant,  independent  of  every  other  good 
quality  which  recommended  it  to   him,     But, 
with  all  the  liberality  he  possessed,   from  his 
great  knowledge  of,  and  intercourse  with  man 
kind,  he  was  still  very  bigotted  ;  so  much  so,  as 
to  think  no  person  could  be  saved  out  of  the  pale 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church ;  and  hence  he 
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used  to  urge  Dr.  A to  go  to  mass.    There 

is  one  thing  certain,  that  he  disbelieved  the  effi 
cacy  of  the  popish  sacrament  of  extreme  unction 
(as  I  suppose  he  did  all  the  other  absurdities  of 
that  church)  because  he  would  not,  and  did  not 
receive  it.  But  a  day  or  two  before  his  death, 
knowing  he  was  dying,  he  received,  with  great 
earnestness  and  devotion,  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper;  this  we  heard  from  Madame 
Bertrand,  and  others  of  his  household. 

"  The  following  is  also  an  interesting  and 
important  fact  concerning  him,  not  generally 
known.  It  is  this  :  The  late  good  and  venerable 
Father  in  Christ,  Dr.  Bogue,  of  Gosport,  sent 
out  several  copies  of  the  French  Translation  of 
his  '  Essay  on  the  New  Testament/  to  Buona 
parte  and  Suite.  One  of  these  copies,  which 
had  belonged  to  Buonaparte,  I  obtained  through 
a  Sergeant  of  ours,  who  taught  the  Count 
Bertrand's  children  writing  and  accounts,  and 
who  received  it  as  a  present  from  the  Count  with 
this  statement,  that  it  had  been  one  of  Napoleon's 
books  which  he  had  perused ;  but  he  did  not  say 
how  much  or  how  deeply ;  and  the  Count  knowing 
the  Sergeant  to  be  a  pious  man,  for  that  reason 
gave  it,  along  with  some  others,  to  him.  On 
my  arrival  in  England,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
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presenting  it  to  Dr.  Bogue,  who  was  delighted 
to  receive  his  child  back  again,  after  his  vicissi 
tudes  and  peregrinations,  particularly  after  having 
been  adopted  by  that  wondrous  man  Napoleon, 
and  perhaps  often  under  his  eye.* 

*  The  following  are  extracts  of  Letters  relative  to  this  interesting 
circumstance : — 

From  Dr.  BOGUE  to  Lieutenant  W — »: 

•«  GOSPORT,  February  2,  1822. 
"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  your  letter,  and  return  you  a 
thousand  thanks  for  your  present  of  the  Essay,  which  acquires  a 
peculiar  value  from  the  hands  through  which  it  has  passed.  Permit 
me  to  heg  your  acceptance  of  the  same  work  in  the  English  tongue. 
In  a  great  variety  of  instances  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  learn, 
that  GOD  has  honored  it  with  being  the  means  of  bringing  persons 
from  the  depths  of  infidelity  to  a  belief  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  experience  of  its  power  in  their  hearts.  A  letter  which 
I  have  just  received  from  one  of  our  Missionaries  in  India,  men 
tions  two  gentlemen  of  education  and  talents,  who  had,  by  the 
perusal  of  the  volume,  been  influenced  to  renounce  their  deistical 
principles,  and  cordially  embrace  the  Gospel. 

"  I  sincerely  wish  you  the  divine  blessing,  and  the  consolations  of 
the  gospel,  and  am,  with  great  esteem,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  your's, 

"DAVID  BOGUE." 

From  Mrs.  BOGUE  to  Lieutenant  W — D  : 

"  GOSVORT,  February  4,  1822. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  little  flock  at  St. 
Helena  ;  and  have  often  listened  with  much  pleasure  to  the  recitals 
given  me  by  Mr.  Sitford  of  the  prayer  meetings  on  the  Barren 
Rock.  They  were  to  me  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine 
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"  After  all  our  conjecture,  we  know  not  but 
we  may  meet  him  in  heaven,  as  a  monument  of 
mercy,  saved  at  the  last  hour.  The  Christians 
who  went  to  meditate  over  the  lifeless  body  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  were  peculiarly  alfected : 
and  I  remember  how  we  called  to  mind  that 
passage  in  Isaiah  xiv,  verses  9  to  21,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  written  as  much  for  him, 
as  for  the  king-  of  Babylon — how  wonderfully 

of  divine  influence  ;  and  that  GOD  can  and  does  teach  by  means  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  without  external  means;  and  where  those  means 
cannot  be  enjoyed,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  for  an  abundant 
supply  of  the  Spirit.  Without  its  influence  no  external  advantages 
•will  produce  the  desired  effect.  What  a  consolation,  my  dear  Sir, 
is  this  to  the  true  Christian,  when,  by  his  situation  or  profession, 
he  is  in  a  measure  precluded  from  the  benefit  of  public  ordinances 
or  Christian  converse. 

"  I  felt  most  highly  gratified  by  the  relation  you  gave  of  Buona 
parte,  and  the  sight  of  the  Essay  that  he  had  perused.  When  he 
returned  from  Elba  I  sent  a  copy  to  Carnot,  with  a  hope  that  it 
might  reach  the  Emperor  through  his  favorite.  I  intimated  my 
wish  in  the  note  that  accompanied  it  to  Carnot.  The  sudden 
change  that  took  place  led  me  to  fear  that  it  never  reached  him. 
I  rejoice  greatly,  however,  that  through  another  channel  the 
Essay  met  his  eye,  and  was  perused  by  him,  and  under  circum 
stances  far  more  favorable  for  its  reception,  and  for  a  serious  con 
sideration  of  the  subject.  Solitude  is  favorable  to  thought  and 
reflection  ;  arid  I  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope,  that  that  great  man, 
•was  brought  in  his  last  moments  to  bow  at  the  foot  of  the  cross. 
O  that  he  may  have  exchanged  an  earthly  crown  for  one,  '  that 
fadcth  not  away.' " 

•'  C.  B." 
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appropriate  did  the  12th  verse  appear  to  us — 
but  more  particularly  we,  who  beheld  him  lying 
in  death,  and  took  that  hand,  which  once 
swayed  the  sceptre  of  the  world,  in  ours,  were 
struck  with  the  application  of  the  16th,  J8th,  and 
19th  verses,  which  were  then  literally  fulfilled." 

Such  is  the  testimony,  and  such  are  the  senti 
ments  of  my  Christian  friend.  But,  reader!  let 
us  not  be  diverted  too  far  out  of  the  way,  by  the 
consideration  of  such  subjects.  Rather,  let  us 
endeavour  to  return  to  the  contemplation  of  that 
one  great  truth,  which  it  is  the  primary  design  of 
this  little  book  to  exhibit;  that  so  we  maybe 
confirmed  in  those  scriptural  doctrines  it  illus 
trates,  and  thence  deduce  some  measure  at  least, 
of  that  practical  improvement  to  which  they  tend. 

Surely,  in  the  consideration  of  all  that  Scrip 
ture  reveals,  as  to  what  is  the  natural  state  and 
condition  of  man  ;  and  of  all  that  has  been  herein 
exhibited,  as  to  the  experience  of  this  youth,  we 
cannot  fail,  if  indeed  we  have  been  taught  of 
GOD,  to  exclaim  with  the  Apostle,  in  the  con 
templation  of  that  subject  which  now  particularly 
arrests  the  mind,—  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both 
of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  GOD  ;*  for  in 
the  history  here  given,  the  mind  is  necessarily 

*  Rom.  xi.  33. 
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led  forth  to  the  consideration  of  the  discrimi 
nating  nature,  and  divine  sovereignty,  of  the 
grace  which  was  bestowed  upon  this  highly- 
favored  young  man. 

"  One  shall  be  taken,  and  another  left,"  is  the 
word  of  Scripture  ;  for  GOD  hath  mercy  on  whom 
he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth.* 
Do  we  contemplate  this  interesting  youth 
attending,  like  Lydia,  to  the  things  which  were 
spoken  of  his  messmate  ?  It  is  because,  like 
her,  the  Lord  had  opened  his  heart — and  therein 
beholding  the  exceeding  riches  of  the  grace  of 
GOD,  we  exclaim,  Lord!  ivhat  is  man  that  thou 
art  mindful  of  him. ^  But,  do  we  revert  to  what 
has  been  previously  mentioned  of  one,  under 
the  term  '  the  proselyte,'  and  see  him  rejecting 
that  word  which  he  had  appeared  to  receive,  to 
his  own  condemnation;  and  stilling  those  con 
victions,  which  are  so  often  the  fair  earnest  of  a 
gracious  state  ?  Herein  we  behold  the  absolute 
sovereignty  of  that  grace,  which,  as  a  dew  from 
the  Lord,  as  the  showers  upon  the  grass,  tarrieth 
not  for  man,  nor  waiteth  for  the  sons  of  men  ; 
but,  flowing  onward  through  time  in  one  un 
diverted  course,  ever  accomplishes  that  where- 
it  is  sent,  according  to  the  purpose  of  him, 

*  Horn.  ix.  IS.  f  Ps.  viii.  4. 
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who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his 
own  will.*  For  thus  saith  the  LoF<i,  I  will  work 
and  who  shall  let  it  ?f 

The  abuse  of  this  doctrine  is  a  weapon  which 
Satan  loves  to  wield ;  and,  by  it,  to  lead  some  to 
presumption,  and  others  to  dismay  and  despair : 
but  to  you,  reader,  may  it  be  given  in  Christ  so 
to  apprehend  it,  as  thence  to  derive  encourage 
ment  and  comfort  to  your  soul.  For,  are  you 
sensible  of  the  guilt  of  sin — are  you  mourning 
undtr  its  burden — are  you  looking  to  Jesus  alone 
to  save  you— -dependant  on  his  blood  and  right 
eousness-— his  Spirit  and  his  grace  ?  Are  you, 
while  following  hard  after  him,  crying  with 
Jabez  of  old,  "  O  that  thou  wouldest  bless  me 
indeed  !"§ — then  does  this  doctrine  wear  an  aspect 
towards  you,  most  cheering  and  most  hopeful. 
For  who,  when  you  were  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins,  thus  quickened  your  soul  ?  Who,  when 
you  were  insensible  of  your  misery,  gave  you 
thus  to  feel  your  guilt,  and  put  this  earnest  cry 
in  your  mouth?  And  who  gave  you  to  see  in 
him,  who  before  appeared  in  your  eyes  as  with 
out  form  or  comeliness,  the  glories  of  an  alone 
sufficient,  and  an  all  sufficient  Saviour?  Was 
it  not  he,  who,  because  he  hath  loved  his  people 

*  Eph.  i.  11.          f  ISa.  xliii.  13.  §  1.  Chron.  iv.  10. 
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with  an  everlasting  love,  drawcth  them  unto  him* 
self  with  loving  kindness,*  and  calleth  things 
that  be  not,  as  though  they  were? — He,  who 
hath  revealed  this  doctrine,  not  only  as  an  ex 
hibition  of  his  own  glory,  but  also  for  the  com 
fort  and  support  of  those,  whom  he  hath  chosen 
to  salvation,  through  sanctijication  of  the  Spirit, 
and  belief  of  the  truth.^ 

But  reader !  are  you  one  of  those  thoughtless 
mortals,  who,  like  Gallio  of  old,  care  for  none 
of  these  things  ?§  If  so,  then  indeed  you  have 
need  to  tremble ;  for  the  doctrine  of  GOD'S  eternal 
election  was  never  intended  to  give  comfort  to  a 
careless  sinner.  So  long  as  you  remain  frnpeni- 
tent  and  unbelieving — indifferent  about  the  state 
of  your  soul,  and  heedless  of  the  blessed  calls 
of  Christ  in  the  gospel,  so  long  this  doctrine, 
and  not  this  only,  but  every  word  of  Jehovah's 
faithfulness  and  truth,  is  against  you :  and  dying 
thus,  you  perish. 

Remember,  there  is  a  way  ivhich  seemeth  right 
unto  a  man :  but  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of 
death. $ 

But  surely  it  is  not  only  the  divine  sovereignty 
of  Jehovah,  in  the  dispensations  of  his  grace 
towards  the  vessels  of  mercy,  that  we  are  here 

*  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  f  2.  Thess.  ii.   13.  §  Acts  xviii.  17. 

Prov.  xiv.  12. 
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called  to  contemplate ;  but,  in  an  especial  man 
ner,  do  we  also  see  the  doctrine  of  the  efficient 
agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  work  of  con- 
version,  sweetly  illustrated. 

Throughout  the  sacred  volume  this  divine 
person  stands  revealed  to  our  faith,  as,  not  only 
the  auickener  of  dead  souls,  but  also  the  witness 
of  Jesus,  the  teacher  of  his  people,  their  sancti- 
fier,  and  their  comforter. 

Among  his  various  offices  these  are  perhaps 
the  most  prominent.  Surely  we  must  say  they 
are  the  most  important;  and  I  think  we  must 
allow  that  the  young  subject  of  our  Memoir  ex 
perienced  much  of  their  gracious  fulfilment. 

Made  alive  to  discern  the  evil  of  his  nature, 
and  the  danger  of  his  state,  the  gospel  came  unto 
him,  not  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power,  and  in 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much  assurance.*  It 
came  to  him  as  a  sweet  solace  to  his  anxious 
breast — he  received  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it — 
be  felt  its  blessed  influence,  and  he  rejoiced  for 
the  consolation.  lie  now  beheld  Jesus  Christ, 
as  the  chief  among  ten  thousand,  the  altogether 
lovelyf — the  gracious  friend  of  sinners,  in  whom 
his  every  hope  centred,  and  to  whom  his  affec 
tions  were  now  devoted.  Thus,  both  in  the 

*  1.  Thess.  i.  5.  f  Sol.  Song  v.  10,  13. 
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conviction  of  sin,  and  the  deliverance  of  the 
conscience  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  was  the  divine 
Saviour  honored. 

By  the  same  efficient  teaching,  was  he  led 
into  a  deep  acquaintance  with  his  own  heart 
during  a  season  which  has  already  been  parti 
cularly  noticed,  and,  hence  too,  in  the  discoveries 
he  enjoyed  of  the  character  of  Jesus  as  a  Saviour, 
he  was  taught  to  cease  from  man,  and  to  rest 
with  a  more  entire  dependance  upon  him  for 
grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need. 

In  that  deadness  to  the  world,  spirituality  of 
affections,  and  heavenly- mindedness,  which  his 
character  exhibited,  I  trust  we  have  ample  evi 
dence  of  the  covenant  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
as  the  sanctifier  of  the  elect,  having  been  in 
this  case  displayed  :  and,  as  the  comforter  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  we  behold  him  enabling 
this  youth  to  contemplate  the  last  dread  scene 
in  joyful  hope,  and  to  triumph  in  the  hour  of 
nature's  terror. 

\Ye  not  unfrequently  hear  of  the  placid  death 
beds  of  those  who  have  lived  without  GOD  in 
the  world,  and  who  die  strangers  to  the  gospel  ; 
and  their  friends  console  themselves  with  the 
consideration  of  that,  which  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
left  on  record,  as  the  dying  state  of  the  wicked. 

F 
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"  There  are  no  bands  in  their  death,  but  their 
strength  is  firm."*  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
ground  of  the  false  peace  and  presumptuous 
confidence  of  such,  the  serene  composure  en 
joyed  by  this  young  saint  in  the  approach  and 
embrace  of  death,  flowed  from  another  source. 
He  was  not  blind  to  the  guilt  of  sin,  nor  ignorant 
of  the  consequences  of  death ;  but,  resting  by 
faith  on  the  rock  of  ages,  he  remained  unmoved. 
He  had  committed  his  soul  into  the  hands  of 
1dm  who  hath  abolished  death,  and  hath  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  gospel.^ 
He  beheld  him  as  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord  of  Hosts,  descending  into  the  disparted 
waves  of  Jordan,  and  in  the  strength  of  that 
covenant,  he  passed  over  dry-shod  to  the  pro 
mised  land. 

In  him  was  fulfilled  the  gracious  promises  of 
Jesus  to  the  Church,  When  thou  passest  through 
the  waters,  1  will  be  with  thee :  and  through  the 
rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee. — I  will 
ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave;  I 
will  redeem  them  from  death :  O  death,  I  will 
be  thy  plagues;  O  grave  I  will  be  thy  destruc 
tion  :  repentance  shall  be  hid  frcm  mine  eyes.§ 

But  there  is  still  another  subject  of  considera 
tion  arising  out  of  this  little  Memoir,  which  the 

*  Ps.  Ixxiii.  4.      f  2.  Tim.  i.  10.       §  Isa.  xliii.  2.— Hos.  xiii.  14. 
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Christian  reader  will  do  well  to  impress  upon  his 
mind.  It  is,  that  our  GOD  is  a  prayer  hearing 
GOD.  This  is,  indeed,  no  new  truth  to  the 
believer :  but,  although  fully  assented  to  by  him 
in  doctrine,  how  often  is  it  obscured  in  practice ; 
and,  instead  of  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  that 
availeth  much,  how  frequently  might  it  be  sup 
posed  from  the  languor  and  formality  of  the 
petition,  that  there  is  none  to  answer,  nor  any 
that  regardeth.  Hence,  how  much  is  asked  that 
is  not  received ;  because  the  petitioner  asks 
amiss;  either  mistrusting  the  faithfulness  of  the 
promiser,  or  else  really  in  his  heart  indifferent 
to  receive  the  blessings  his  lips  implore.  But 
here  we  have  an  instance  of  the  omnipotence  of 
prayer.  What  scripture  history  so  often  declares, 
is  brought  tangibly,  as  it  were,  to  our  senses  ; 
and  a  lively  encouragement  afforded  to  pray 
always,  and  not  to  Jaint  ;—for  GOD  will  Julfil 
the  desire  of  them  that  foar  him. :  he  also  will 
hear  their  cry,  and  will  save  them.*  And  how 
suitable  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  GOD'S  dear 
children  is  the  inference  that  arises  out  of  this 
subject.  Namely,  if  GOD  will  thus  graciously 
receive,  and  signally  answer  prayer  referring  to 
the  allotment  and  arrangement  of  those  things 

*  Lukexviii.  1.— Ps  cxlv.  19. 
F   2 
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that  make  provision  but  for  the  body,  and  perish 
with  the  using;  how  much  more  will  he  avenge 
his  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him* 
for  those  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ  Jesus, 
which  have  no  fellowship  with  earth,  which  the 
soul  only  can  appreciate  and  enjoy,  and  which 
shall  endure  throughout  eternal  ages.  Where 
fore,  lift  up  the  hands  which  hang  down,  and  the 
feeble  knees;  and  comfort  one  another  with  these 
words.^ 

Perhaps,  Christian  reader,  you  have  long  had 
to  endure  the  bitter  and  distressing  conflicts 
arising  from  inbred  lusts,  malignant  passions, 
and  base  affections.  The  good  that  you  would, 
you  do  not;  but  the  evil  which  you  would  not, 
that  you  c/o.§  You  struggle  to  subdue  self,  and 
to  crucify  the  flesh  with  the  affections  and  IHS!S 
thereof;  that  so,  by  the  active  obedience  of 
faith,  you  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of  GOD  your 
Saviour  in  all  things.  For  this  blessedness  you 
groan,  you  pray;  but  instead  of  being  encouraged 
by  a  brightening  prospect,  it  seems  to  you  that 
your  corruptions  become  more  malignant,  your 
opposition  more  languid,  and  your  case  more 
desperate;  so  that,  in  the  agonizing  struggles  of 

*  Lukexviii.  7.  f  Heb.  xii.  12.— 1.  Th.  iv.  18. 

§  Roni.  vii.  19. 


113 

your  soul,  there  are  moments  when  you  are 
almost  on  the  point  of  surrendering  your  last 
hope,  and  giving  up  all  in  despair.  But,  like 
Jonah,  you  still  say,  Yet  I  will  look  again 
toward  thy  holy  temple.*  Still,  the  eye  of  faith 
is  directed  to  an  incarnate  GOD,  who  is  not  an 
high  priest  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  ff  our  infirmities  ;  but  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin  ;  and 
hence  he  is  able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted.^- 

Such  conflicts  are  bitter,  painful,  and  dan 
gerous;  and  only  to  be  successfully  supported, 
and  triumphantly  terminated,  when  met  by 
watchfulness  and  prayer. 

Header!  is  it  your  experience  to  pass  through 
these  deep  waters  ?  If  so,  beware  of  sloth,  carnal 
security,  despondency,  or  presumption.  Continue 
instant  in  prayer, — watching  thereunto  with  all 
preseverance.§  While  thus  armed  and  watchful, 
every  promise  in  Christ  Jesus  is  in  your  favour. 
The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out 
of  temptation.  He  hath  laid  nothing  upon  you 
but  such  as  is  common  to  man;  and  when  the 
end  and  design  of  the  trial  is  attained,  he  will 
make  a  way  for  you  to  escape,  he  will  bruise 
Satan  under  your  feet,  and  you  shall  praise  him ; 

*  Jonah  ii.  4.     f  Heb.  iv.  15.-— ii.  18.     §  Rom.  xii.  12.— Eph.  vi.  18. 
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for  he  hath  said,—  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of 
trouble :  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
glorify  me.* 

Restrain  prayer,  and  you  have  parted  from 
your  last  anchor — and  nothing  but  a  miracle  of 
grace  can  save  you  ! 

May  this  word  speak  effectually  to  the 
PHAYERLESS  reader  !  May  he  brought  to  feel 
and  remember,  that  a  prayerless  man  is  a  grace 
less  man.  While  living  thus,  his  case  is  desperate 
— dying  thus,  'tis  hopeless  ! 

From  what  has  now  been  adduced,  may  we 
endeavour  to  make  that  practical  improvement 
to  which  every  doctrine  of  divine  authority 
directly  tends. 

It  is  possible  that  neither  you,  reader,  nor  I, 
may  have  had  any  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  subject  of  this  Memoir;  and  in  your  own 
case,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  you  are  a 
stranger  to  every  individual  alluded  to.  Never 
theless,  if  we  are  believers,  the  subject  addresses 
us,  not  as  mere  individuals,  but,  as  fellow  mem 
bers  of  that  mystical  body,  whose  living  head 
is  Christ  the  Lord,  and  whose  every  member  is 
called  upon  to  sympathize  in  the  joys  or  afflic 
tions  of  its  fellow,f  as  also  to  glory  in  the 
triumphs  of  its  head. 

*  Ps.  L.  15.  f  1.  Cor.  xii.  12,  27. 
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Here  then,  from  that  theine  whence  angels 
draw  their  sweetest  stores  of  knowledge,*  may 
we  too  obtain  enlarged  discoveries  of  the  glory 
of  the  cross,  and  may  our  hearts,  in  unison 
with  the  elect  angels  who  rejoice  over  every 
sinner  that  repenteth,  give  to  Jehovah  the  glory 
of  that  work  which  is  only  his,  and  ascribe 
Salvation  to  our  GOO  which  sitteth  upon  ike 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.^ 

But,  let  us  pause  and  remember  that  we  are 
not  yet  in  Canaan.  We  are  still  sojourners  in 
the  wilderness,  and,  ere  we  attain  our  rest,  have 
yet  to  endure  the  conflicts  of  this  wilderness 
state — have  yet  to  surmount  the  swellings  of 
Jordan.  Therefore  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others  ; 
but  let  us  watch  and  be  sober  :§  especially  taking 
heed,  from  what  has  been  written  of  the  ex 
perience  of  this  youth,  that  we  be  not  ensnared 
by  unnecessary  association  with  the  world,  or 
undue  conformity  to  its  maxims :  but  ever  re 
member  that  one  great  design  of  Jesus  in  his 
sufferings,  was  to  deliver  us  from  this  present 
evil  world,%  and  so  call  us  to  himself,  as  that  we 
may  become  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good 
works, \\  and  though  remaining  in  the  world,  to 
be  no  more  of  the  world. 

*  Eph.  iii.  10.  f  Rev.  vii.  10.  §  1.  Thess.  v.  6. 

|  Gal.  i.  4.  ||  Tit.  ii.  14. 
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The  believer's  motives  for  separation  and 
retirement,  will  ever  be  liable  to  misconception; 
and,  by  many,  will  be  misrepresented,  and 
attributed  to  pride,  self-righteousness,  or  hypo 
crisy.  We  are  called  to  walk  in  wisdom  towards 
them  that  are  without  *  giving  offence  to  none, 
and  where  we  can  judiciously  remove  these 
prejudices  it  will  be  well  so  to  do.  Nevertheless, 
we  must  not  be  careful  to  answer  unbelievers  in 
this  matter  :fbut,  commending  ourselves  to  GOD, 
leave  our  motives  and  our  character  to  be  justi 
fied  by  him,  in  his  own  time  and  way.  And, 
remembering  how  much  more  dangerous  to  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  soul  are  the  smiles  of  the 
world  than  its  frowns,  we  have  need,  especially 
to  take  heed  to  ourselves,  lest  at  any  time  our 
hearts  be  overcharged  with  surfeiting,  and 
drunkenness,  and  cares  of  this  life,  and  so  that 
day  come  upon  us  unawares.  For  as  a  snare 
shall  it  come  on  all  them  that  dwell  on  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth.  May  we  therefore  watch, 
and  pray  always,  that  we  may  be  accounted 
worthy  to  escape  all  these  things  that  shall  come 
to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man. § 

But  there  are  others,  to  whom  this  Memoir 
addresses  itself  in  a  louder  tone  than  unto  us : 

*  Col.  iv.  5.  f  Dan.  iii.  16.  §  Luke  xxi.  34,  35. 
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and  I  do  here  solemnly  and  earnestly  pray,  that, 
should  it  ever  fall  into  their  hands,  Almighty 
GOD,  who  alone  can  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just,  may  so 
savingly  impress  the  truth  upon  their  minds, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  this  little  book, 
that  the  gospel  which  they  have  heard,  prove  not 
in  their  experience,  a  savour  of  death  unto  death* 
I  allude  to  the  shipmates  of  Mr.  Gr— t,  who  en 
joyed  the  privilege  of  hearing  from  his  own 
mouth  the  testimony  he  was  enabled  to  give  to 
the  grace  of  Jesus,  and  the  simple  and  faithful 
declaration  of  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  his 

SOM/.f 

At  a  period  almost  immediately  subsequent 
to  his  death,  there  were  not  a  few,  at  that 
station,  who,  by  the  mighty  power  of  sovereign 
grace,  were  suddenly  called  out  of  darkness  into 
marvellous  light, — were  enabled  to  appear  boldly 
on  the  Lord's  side — and  to  profess  a  good  pro 
fession  before  many  witnesses.  The  present 
state  of  some  of  these  interesting  characters  is 
not  known.  The  Lord  keep  them  faithful  unto 
death,  that  they  may  receive  the  crown  of  life. 

But  there  were  others,  who  so  received  the 
word,  that,  like  the  seed  on  stony  ground,  they 

*  2.  Cor.  ii.  16.  f  Ps.  btvi.  16. 
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gave  a  promising  appearance  for  a  little  season, 
but  soon  fell  away,  and  walked  no  more  with 
the  disciples.*  Unhappy  youths !  they  turned 
their  backs  upon  that  which  is  the  joy  of  angels, 
and  the  hope  of  saints,  for  the  tinsel  toys  of  this 
poor,  this  miserable  world — they  have  despised 
the  glories  of  the  person  of  Jesus,  counted  the 
blood  of  the  covenant  an  unholy  thing,f  and 
bartered  away  the  riches  of  his  kingdom,  for 
that  which  serves  but  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame, 
and  after  their  hardness  and  impenitent  hearts, 
treasure  up  unto  themselves  wrath,  against  the 
day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  GOD.§  May  the  Lord  grant  them 
repentance  unto  life ! 

But,  however  affectingly  this  subject  may 
appeal  to  the  hearts  of  believers  generally  ;  and, 
however  to  those,  who  were  once  the  giddy 
companions  of  his  thoughtless  days,  and  after 
wards  privileged  to  hear  him  declare  what 
Almighty  GOD  had  wrought  for  his  salvation,  it 

*  These  were  held  up  to  ridicule  by  their  ungodly  shipmates. 
Using  the  technical  language  of  seamen  in  allusion  to  a  ship  having 
struck  the  ground,  but'agaiw  got  afloat,  they  said  of  them,  "  They 
had  touched  but  hauled  off."  Most  fatal  delusion  !  to  designate  that 
an  escape,  which  really  involves  them  so  much  more  deeply  in  guilt 
and  eternal  peril. 

t  Heb.  x  29.  §  Rom.  ii.  5. 
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may  assume  the  awful  voice  of  warning,  and 
call  them  to  repentance ;  still  there  are  others, 
to  whom  its  address  is  more  pointed,  more 
affectionate,  and  more  solemn.  O  that  to 
them,  this  little  Memoir  may  speak  with  an 
everlasting  effect.  O  that  to  each  of  their  souls, 
it  may  be  the  voice  of  one,  who  being  dead  yet 
speaketh,  in  the  accents  of  filial  and  fraternal 
tenderness  arid  affection. 

It  has  been  already  shewn,  how  near  to  his 
heart  the  eternal  interests  of  his  kindred  lay,  by 
his  affectionate  letters  to  his  mother  and  his 
brother.  Surely  those  letters,  when  it  is  con 
sidered,  that  ere  they  were  received,  the  hand 
that  wrote  them  was  eold  in  death,  must  have 
gone  with  power  to  the  heart — piercing  as  a 
voice  from  the  eternal  world.  The  writer  rejoices 
to  hope  these  addresses  were  not  made  in  vain. 
There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  anxious 
solicitude  of  (he  son  has  been  blessed  in  Christ 
to  the  salvation  of  the  parent;  and  that  the 
earnest  expression  of  the  pious  youth,  "  If  I 
could  but  see  my  mother,  and  speak  a  few  words 
to  her,  I  would  not  care  how  soon  I  died,"  has 
proved  instrumental  in  the  hand  of  GOD,  to  lead 
her  mind  to  an  experimental  acquaintance  with 
the  power  of  divine  truth,  and  a  life  of  vital 
F  6 
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godliness.  Happy  will  it  be,  if  such  should 
indeed  have  proved  the  case  ! 

This  interesting  family  has  not  been  left  with 
out  other  solemn  warning  calls  in  providence. 
The  death  of  this  youth  was  not  their  first 
bereavement.  Since  that  period  another  breach 
has  been  made  among  them.  The  young,  the 
blooming,  and  the  gay,  has  been  called  to  an 
untimely  grave,  and  like  the  tender  flower  of  the 
field,  felled  beneath  the  mower's  scythe,  her  sun 
has  gone  down  while  it  was  yet  day* 

Again,  on  another  member  of  the  family,  a 
momentary  accident  has  been  followed  by  a  long 
and  dangerous  illness ;  and  alarm  and  anxious 
care  have  rilled  their  days, 

Thro'  all  the  various  shifting  scene, 

Of  life's  mistaken  ill  or  good  ; 
Thy  hand,  O  GOD  !  conducts  unseen, 

The  beautiful  vicissitude. 

Trust  we  to  youth,  or  friends,  or  power  ? 

Fix  we  on  this  terrestial  ball  ? 
When  most  secure,  the  coming  hour, 

Jf  thou  see  fit,  may  blast  them  all. 

These,  succeeding  to  a  long  season  of  pros 
perity  and  ease,  are  solemn  and  affecting 
calls.  May  they  prove  to  be  the  gracious,  tho' 
dark  and  mysterious  ways  of  our  wonder 

*  Jer.  xv.  9. 
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working  GOD,  to  bring  his  wandering  people  to 
himself. 

Could  the   writer  but  gain  the   ear   of  this 
widowed  and  bereaved  parent,  and  should  grace 
but  wisely  direct  his  tongue,  he  would  endeavour 
to  impress  her  heart  with  an  application  of  the 
blessedness  of  those  afflictions,   whatever  out 
ward    aspect    they   may   bear,    that    come    as 
messengers  to  lead  the  wandering  prodigal  back 
to  a  tender  parent's  bosom  ;  and  he  would  endea 
vour  also  to  convince  her,  that  if  affliction  has 
not  at  all  times  this  happy  tendency  and  effect, 
it  is  only  because  we  pervert  that  which  should 
be  for  our  good,  to  become  a  snare.     The  lan 
guage    that    affliction    speaks   to  the   soul,    is 
always  one  and  the  same.     It  speaks  of  sin  as 
the  source  of  suffering.     It  points  downwards, 
to  the  tomb,  and,  in  solemn  accents,   bids  us 
Prepare  to  meet  our  GOD.*     It  looks  upwards, 
points  to  a  land  of  pure  delight,  where  the  inha 
bitant  shall  never  say,  I  am  sick;  and  calls  us 
to  arise  and  depart,  for  this  is  not  our  rest, 
because  it  is  polluted.^-    In  short,  it  is  the  herald 
voice  of  mercy,  to  warn  us  of  an  uplifted  rod, 
and  kindly  urge  us  to  a  place  of  refuge — even 
to  Jesus,  who  delivereth  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

*  Amos  iv.  12.  f  Isa.  xxxiii.  24— Micah  ii.  10, 
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AH  things  on  earth  and  all  in  heaven, 

On  thy  eternal  will  depend  ; 
And  all  for  greater  good  were  given, 

And  all  shall  in  thy  glory  end. 
Thy  powerful  consolations  cheer, 

Thy  smiles  suppress  the  deep-fetched  sigh, 
Thy  hand  can  dry  the  trickling  tear 

That  secret  wets  the  widow's  eye. 

In  him,  may  the  parent  and  the  offspring 
alike  be  found.  So  shall  they  be  no  more 
strangers  and  foreigners  in  Zion,  but  fellow 
citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the  household 
of  GOD;  appear  with  him,  who  is  gone  before, 
as  gems  in  the  Redeemer's  crown  of  glory,  and, 
uniting  with  all  the  ransomed  and  blood-bought 
children  of  GOD  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father, 
stand  revealed  throughout  eternal  ages,  as  the 
glorious  trophies  of  Redeeming  Love  and  Sove 
reign  Grace. 

And  now,  reader  !  whosoever  thou  mayest  be, 
who  hast  patiently  accompanied  me  thus  far, 
with  what  word  shall  we  part  ? 

What  is  thy  character  ?  Art  thou  one  of  those 
light  and  unthinking  mortals,  whose  only  object 
is  to  make  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the 
lusts  thereof,  while  the  nobler  part  is  left  un 
heeded,  neglected,  and  betrayed  ?  O  pause,  and 
think  upon  your  guilt,  your  danger,  and  the 
hopeless  anguish  that  will  come  upon  your  soul, 
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if  you  die  as  you  now  live.  .While  thus  impeni 
tent,  and  unconcerned,  be  assured  thou  hast  no 
part  nor  lot  in  the  blessings  of  the  covenant  of 
grace ;  and,  dying  out  of  Christ,  your  present 
ease  will  prove  but  the  sad  prelude  to  an  eternal 
weight  of  woe,  and  your  richest  blessings  issue 
but  in  deeper  and  more  bitter  curses. 

Lorenzo  !  while  thou  may'st, 
Provide  a  firm  support,  or  sink  for  ever  ! 
Where,  where,  for  shelter,  shall  the  guilty  fly, 
When  consternation  turns  the  good  man  pale  ? 

Or  art  thou.  one,  having  a  form  of  godliness, 
but  denying  the  power  thereof,*  and  never  having 
had  the  heart  circumcised,  thy  zeal  of  GOD  is 
not  according  to  knowledge  ;  for  being  ignorant 
of  GOD's  righteousness,  and  going  about  to 
establish  thine  own  righteousness,  thou  hast  not 
submitted  thyself  unto  the  righteousness  of  GOD; 
for  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness 
to  every  one  that  believeth.^  If  so,  then,  indeed, 
must  we  have  been  at  variance  in  many  stages 
of  our  way,  for,  it  may  well  be  asked,  can  two 
walk  together  except  they  be  agreed?  and  the 
preaching  of  the  cross  is  always  to  them  that 
perish  foolishness.^ 

As  a  fellow  sinner,  and  an  accountable  being, 
I  would  address  thee ;  praying  thee  to  give  all 

*  2.  Tim,  iii.  5.      f  Rom.  x.  2, 3, 4.      §  Amos  iii,  3.— 1.  Cor.  i.  18. 
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diligence  to  ascertain  well  the  ground  of  thy 
hope  ;  lest,  peradventure,  thy  profession,  wanting 
the  blood  and  righteousness  of  Christ  as  a  founda 
tion,  should  leave  thee  to  perish  in  a  day  of 
searchings.  May  GOD  give  thee  understanding 
in  these  things,  and  shew  thee  with  whom  is 
truth  ;  and  lead  thee  to  say  with  Paul,  once,  like 
thyself,  a  Pharisee,  what  things  were  gain  to 
me,  those  I  count  loss  for  Christ.* 

But,  is  my  reader  a  christain  ?  not  in  name 
only,  but  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ?  If  such  be  thy 
character — and  if,  through  grace,  the  life  tlou 
now  livest  in  the  flesh  be  by  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  GO/>,f  then,  doubtless,  thou  hast  been  ena 
bled  to  sympathize  in  much  of  the  experience  of 
this  dear  departed  youth  ;  for,  so  far  as  thou 
hast  travelled  on  thy  pilgrimage,  his  way  has 
been  thy  way — his  guide  is  now  thy  guide — his 
hope  is  thy  hope — and  his  end  shall  also  be  thy 
end.  Blessed  assurance!  that  neither  rank  nor 
age,  character  nor  condition,  country  nor  clime, 
are  aught  with  GOD;  for  there  is  neither  Jew 
nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there 
is  neither  male  nor  female;  for  ye  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus.§  Alike  members  of  his  mystical 
body  the  church,  chosen,  decreed,  determined, 

*  Phil.  iii.  7.  f  Gal.  ii.  20.  §  Gal.  iv.  28. 
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and  defined  before  the  world  began — a  compact 
whole,  to  which  nothing  can  be  added  by  the 
invention  of  men,  from  which  nothing  can  be 
separated  by  the  force  or  fraud  of  devils,  and  of 
which  nothing  is  uncertain :  and,  though  in  ex 
ternals  widely  varying,  yet  each,  receiving  alike 
out  of  that  fulness  of  Christ,  which  filleth  all  in 
all,  is  built  on  him,  in  whom  all  the  building  fitly 
framed  together,  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in 
the  Lord  ;*  and  hence,  not  only  united  in  the 
faith  of  GOD'S  elect,  but  also  knit  together  in 
love  and  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Spirit. 

O  believer !  may  this,  and  every  subsequent 
new  discovery  of  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Christ  to 
sinful  man,  come  as  a  sweet  cordial  to  thy 
wavering  faith  ;  and  may  it  be  your  happy  ex 
perience,  and  mine,  to  enjoy  more  and  more  of 
that  divine  teaching  which  alone  maketh  wise 
unto  salvation ;  that  having  the  eyes  of  our  under 
standing  enlightened,  we  may  know  what  is  the 
hope  of  his  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  saints;  and  what 
is  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power  to  us-ward 
who  believe:^  that  so  \ve  may,  henceforth,  be  no 
more  children,  tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried 
about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight 

*  Eph.  ii.  21.  f  Eph.  i.  18,  19. 
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of  men,  and  cunning  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie 
in  wait  to  deceive  ;  but,  speaking  the  truth  in  love, 
may  grow  up  into  him  in  all  things,  which  is  the 
head,  even  Christ.*  That  so,  every  thing  of  old 
Adam  and  of  nature  which  still  reigns  within  us, 
may  fall  before  the  cross— that  every  imagination 
may  be  cast  down,  and  every  high  thing  that 
exalteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  GOD, 
and  every  thought  be  brought  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ;  that  he  may  dwell  in  our 
hearts  by  faith  ;  that  we,  being  rooted  and. 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend, 
with  ail  saints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length, 
and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  we  may  be 
filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  GOD.f 

But  it  is  not  for  himself  alone,  the  Christian  is 
called  to  live ;  nor  are  his  prayers  to  be  limited 
by  his  own  necessities,  numerous  as  to  every 
soul  they  are.  As  a  citizen  of  the  new  Jerusalem, 
his  personal  interests  are  inseparably  involved 
in  the  honor  of  his  King— the  prosperity  of  his 
Master's  kingdom-and  the  welfare  of  his  brethren. 

Reader !  may  these  be  to  us  motives  of  earnest 
and  unceasing  prayer !  May  we  not  only  give 
all  diligence  before  GOD,  to  make  our  own 

*  Eph.  iv.  14,  15.  f  2.  Cor.  x.  5 Eph.  iii.  17,  18,  19. 
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calling  and  election  sure,  that  at  the  last  we  may 
be  found  of  him  without  spot  and  blameless; 
but,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  misery  of  an 
unbelieving  world,  and  in  an  implicit  reliance 
upon  the  abundant  fulness  and  faithfulness  of 
the  promises  of  the  latter  day  glory,  may  we 
continue  instant  in  prayer*  that  GOD  may  send 
out  his  light  and  his  truth,  and  may  so  take  to 
him  his  great  power  and  reign,  as  that  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  may  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ.* 

Never  was  there  an  era  more  encouraging  to 
the  faith  and  hope  of  man  than  the  present. 

Do  we  PRAY  for  these  blessings?  We  do  not 
pray  alone :  but  unite  our  individual  petitions 
with  thousands  of  the  Lord's  people,  in  every 
land  and  clime,  who  give  him  no  rest,  till  he 
establish,  and  till  he  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in 
the  earth  :f  and  making  the  promises  our  prayers, 
we  do  not,  we  cannot  pray  in  vain. 

Do  we  WATCH  and  WAIT  for  these  blessings? 
Behold  the  signs  of  the  times  ? 

O'er  the  gloomy  hills  of  darkness, 

Look  ray  soul,  be  still  and  gaze ; 
All  the  promises  do  travail 

With  a  glorious  day  of  grace. 

*  Rom.  xii.  12.— Pa.  xliii.  3.— llev.  xi.  17.  15.        f  Isa.  Ixii.  7. 
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Yes !  travail  big  with  blessings  to  a  wretched 
world  ! 

Even  now,  as  it  were,  the  deep  dense  mist  of 
ages  begins  to  break,  and  the  dark  gloom  of 
moral  night  to  yield  to  coming  day.  Even  now, 
the  dawn,  in  its  first  faint  streaks,  gleams  grey 
upon  the  mountains  of  the  east ;  and  ere  long, 
shall  they  who  in  faith  and  prayer  watch  for  the 
morning,*  behold  the  bright  Sun  of  righteousness 
arise  with  healing  in  his  wings  ;-\-  to  shed  o'er 
every  plain  and  valley,  now  hid  in  moral  dark 
ness  and  in  death,  the  riches  of  his  grace,  the 
wondrous  blessings  of  his  dying  love, — 

For  behold,  the  darkness  shall  cover  the  earth, 
and  gross  darkness  the  people:  but  the  Lord  shall 
arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon 
thee.  And  the  Gentiles  shall  come  to  thy  light, 
and  kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising. § 

Then  shall  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
be  glad,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom 
as  the  rose.J  Then  shall  every  land  and  clime 
resound  with  the  voice  of  praise  to  an  incarnate 
Jehovah— redeeming  love  shall  be  the  burden  of 
every  song,  and  the  voices  of  men  re-echo  the 
sweet  strain  of  heaven,  Alleluia:  for  the  Lord 
GOD  omnipotent  reigneth.\\ 

*  Pa.  cxxx.  6.      f  Mid.  iv.  2.       §  Isa.'lx.  2,  3.       f  Isa.  XXXY.  1. 
I  Rev.  xix.  6. 
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0  then,  while  thousands  daily  watch  and  pray, 
let  us  not  be  found  dumb  with  cold  indifference! 
But,  if  so  be  tue  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious,*  may  we  implore  grace  for  all  men ; 
and,  while  we,  as  dying  sinners,  stand  daily 
on  the  watch-tower,  looking  and  hastening  to 
the  coming  of  the  day  of  GOD,  when  we  our 
selves  shall  be  admitted  into  full  fellowship  with 
the  Church  triumphant,  to  rejoice  for  ever  in  the 
eternal  electing  love  of  GOD  the  Father,  the 
everlasting  love  and  boundless  grace  of  GOD  the 
Son,  and  the  love  and  communion  of  GOD  the 
Holy  Ghost;  may  we  pray  always  with  all  sup 
plication  for  the  bright  rising  of  that  happy  day, 
when  the  angel  shall  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them 
that  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people^  Then  shall 
every  land  become  holy  to  the  Lord — every 
house  a  little  dwelling  place  of  Zion — every  ship 
a  Bethel — the  abundance  of  the  seas  be  con 
verted  unto  GOD — and  the  whole  earth  tilled 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
even  as  the  waters  cover  tiie  face  of  the  deep.§ 

Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus  !     Amen. 

*  1.  Pet.  ii.  3.  f  Rev.  xiv.  6.  §   Ilab.  ii.  14. 
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PRAYERS 

Written  by  Mr.  GR— T,  Midshipman  of  H.  MSs  S. 

DURING  THE  LATTER  PART  OF  HIS  ILLNESS  AT  ST.  HELEXA. 


I. 

ALMIGHTY  and  most  merciful  Father,  I  address  thec 
through  thine  only  begotten  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Saviour,  and  pray,  O  GOD,  for  thy  great  mercy 
to  forgive  all  the  sins  and  offences  that  I  may  have  com 
mitted,  since  my  arrival  at  this  Christian  Cottage,*  as 
thou  (1)  knowest,  O  merciful  Father,  the  weak  and 
languid  state  of  my  mind  and  body,  so  much  so,  that  I 
was  unfitted  to  compose  my  thoughts  for  so  solemn  an 
office  as  prayer  to  my  GOD  ;  1  now  beseech  (2)  thee,  O 
heavenly  Father,  to  shew  thy  great  mercy,  which  [  have 
so  often  felt  before,  at  this  time,  and  to  comfort  me  in 
my  sickness,  with  the  hopes,  that,  if  it  shall  please  thee 
to  call  me  soon  out  of  this  wicked  world,  I  may  be  amply 
prepared  to  enter  into  the  glorious  kingdom  of  Heaven, 
where  all  is  rest  and  quietness.  I  pray,  O  GOD,  through 
our  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ,  who  suffered  for  mo  on  the 
cross,  for  a  renewal  of  strength  to  cause  me  to  love  ihee, 
*  Masoii's  Stock-House. 
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my  blessed  GOD,  in  a  much  stronger  manner  than  I  do 
at  present,  and  with  more  affection.  Preserve  me  from 
all  perils  and  dangers  through  this  long  night ;  and  make 
me  to  awake  and  rise  in  the  morning  to  pray  to  thee, 
and  to  serve  thee,  my  only  true  GOD.  I  look  to  thec, 
O  GOD,  to  ease  my  cough,  and  give  me  rest ;  as  it  is 
alone  in  thy  power  to  do  it.  But  thy  will  he  done. 
A men. 


II. 

O  my  indulgent  Father,  from  whom   I  have  already 
received  so  many  great  blessings,  without  feeling  near 
the  gratitude  that  1  would  wish,  still,    O  GOD,   I  am 
strengthened  to  ask  for  more  through  the  mediation  of 
my  dear  Saviour  Jesus,'  and  confess  1  feel  sensible  that 
my  mind  is  not  so  much  prepared  for  death  as  it  ought  to 
be;  I  find  myself  too  cold,  and  dead  in  sin,  which  I 
trust   my   Saviour   to    quicken.      I   give    thee    thanks, 
Almighty  GOD,  for  causing  my  Christian  brother  W — d, 
to  warn  me  in  so  sincere  a  manner  of  the  near  approach 
of  my  death — the  departure  of  my  soul  from  my  body. — 
And  1  pray,  0  my  Saviour,  that  out  of  thy  great  mercy, 
Ihou  (3)  wilt  assist  me  in  getting  ready  for  so  great  a 
trial.     O  my  dear  Redeemer,  1  am  weak  both  in  body 
and  in  mind,  and  without  thy  help   I  can  do  nothing  for 
myself,  because  I  am  so  unworthy  a  creature,  and  my 
best  works  good  for  nothing  before  thee.     In  mercy  help 
me.     Amen, 
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III. 

O  Almighty  GOD,  the  fountain  of  all  goodness,  I  return 
thec  my  warmest  thanks,  for  the  length  of  time  thon 
hast  preserved  me  from  death,  in  this  my  severe  illness, 
which  will  soon  cease,  arid  I  shall  join  my  Christ,  with 
whom  true  happiness  alone  is  to  be  found.  O  GOD,  I 
pray  that  I  may  be  found  fit  for  so  great  a  blessing  :  it  is 
to  thee  I  look  to  prepare  my  spirit  for  so  great  a  blessing, 
and,  I  trust,  with  some  hope,  that,  although  it  is  the 
decided  opinion  of  all  medical  men,  that  I  can  live  but 
for  a  few  days,  yet,  O  Father,  it  is  in  thy  power  to 
preserve  me  for  years.  I  entreat  that  my  life  may  be 
prolonged  until  I  am  prepared  to  meet  my  GOD  in  Heaven, 
and  this  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 


IV. 

Almighty  GOD,  I  should  wish,  and  do  beseech  thee, 
should  it  seem  fit  to  thy  godly  wisdom,  that  my  life  may 
be  preserved  a  little  longer,  and  that  it  may  please  thee 
to  send  me  again  to  Scotland,  and  make  me  instrumental 
in  spreading  thy  holy  word,  and  devoting  myself  to  thy 
service.  But,  O  GOD,  sooner  than  live  to  commit  one 
sin,  1  pray  thee  thou  wilt  take  me  to  thyself,  where  siii 
and  misery  are  not  known. 

/  „..  Grant  O  Lord  that  I  may  build  more  upon  the  media 
tion  of  Christ  Jesus  than  I  do  at  present,  knowing  it  was 
he  alone  that  wrought  all  the  good  works  that  are  in  me, 
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and  grant  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  work  in  me  a  desire 
to  depart  this  wicked  world,  and  be  with  Christ.  Forgive 
my  sins  and  iniquities  that  I  have  committed,  and 
strengthen  my  love  and  affections.  Trusting  in  thy 
divine  protection,  I  commit  the  keeping  of  my  soul  and 
body  to  thee  this  night,  that  I  may  again  awake  in  the 
morning  to  tell  forth  praise.  Amen. 


V. 

Almighty  GOD,  our  heavenly  Father,  I  return  my 
most  sincere  thanks  and  gratitude,  through  the  blessed 
Jesus,  for  thy  merciful  care  of  me  in  the  night  past,  and 
for  granting  my  petition  in  so  effectual  manner  as  to 
prevent  my  coughing  and  restlessness,  so  distressing  the 
night  before.  In  mercy  continue  thy  care  over  me  till 
my  death,  which  I  believe  is  not  far  distant.  Receive 
my  praise  for  the  times  of  refreshing  I  felt  from  my 
Saviour  at  each  time  of  awaking  in  the  night  past,  and 
likewise  at  rising  this  morning.  I  pray  that  my  dear 
Redeemer  may  remain  in  my  inmost  thoughts  all  the 
day,  administering  comfort  to  my  soul,  and  prevent  my 
falling  into  any  sin,  inclining  my  thoughts  continually  to 
death,  and  that,  through  the  Holy  Spirit's  influence,  I 
may  be  taught  to  look  upon  it  and  rejoice,  and  not  with 
that  fear  and  trembling  with  which  it  is  generally  looked 
upon,  but  with  full  assurance  of  hope  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Amen. 
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VI. 

O  merciful  Father,  again  I  have  to  praise  thee  for 
multiplied  mercies  through  the  night,  and  raising  me  up 
to  see  the  light  of  another  day.  t  thank  thee,  O  my 
GOD,  for  putting  it  into  my  heart  to  write  to  my  brother 
on  that  important  subject  death,  and  pray  that  it  may  be 
made  serviceable  to  the  souls  of  all  ray  family,  who  read 
it,  to  turn  them  unto  righteousness,  and  to  seek  the 
salvation  of  their  own  souls.  Forgive  me,  O  Lord,  all 
my  sins  and  offences  which  I  have  committed,  and  keep 
me  this  night  in  quietness  and  peace  of  soul,  that  I  may 
receive  that  holy  ordinance  the  Lord's  Supper,  on  the 
morrow,  in  remembrance  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour's 
sufferings  and  death  for  poor  guilty  sinners,  and  give  me 
additional  strength  of  faith  and  grace.  If  I  awake,  b« 
with  me,  Oh,  my  blessed  Saviour.  Amen. 


VII. 

LORD  GOD  Almighty,  the  fountain  of  all  goodness,  I 
return  thee  my  most  sincere  thanks,  through  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  ease  and  comfort  I  felt  last  night — preserve  me  this 
day  from  all  manner  of  sin,  and  incline  me  to  holiness  ;  I 
pray,  O  great  and  merciful  Father,  that  my  faith  and 
love  may  be  increased  in  that  blessed  Jesus  who  came 
into  this  world  to  save  sinners  (even  such  as  me)  by  the 
shedding  of  his  most  precious  blood.  We  know,  O  GOD,, 
that  our  own  doings  are  nothing  worth  in  thy  sight,  and 
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that  as  we  can  do  nothing  for  ourselves,  we  must  trust 
all  to  Christ,  who  will  grant  freely  to  all  that  believe  in 
Jiis  name  ;  he  will  take  our  sins  upon  him,  and  give  to  us 
his  robe  of  righteousness.  O  merciful  GOD,  what  reason 
had  I  ever  to  expect  such  mercies — I  was  running  to 
destruction  as  fast  as  I  could,  without  seeing  my  danger, 
when,  of  thy  unbounded  mercy,  thou  wast  pleased  to 
take  from  before  mine  eyes  that  dark  veil  which  prevented 
me  seeing  things  in  their  true  light — of  thy  great  mercy, 
O  GOD,  thou  visitedst  me  with  sickness,  which  has 
proved  to  me  a  great  blessing — from  the  beginning  I 
have  received  great  and  wonderful  blessings  daily,  and 
have  never  felt  sufficiently  grateful,  O  GOD. — I  pray  thee 
to  strengthen  my  love  and  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  Amen. 


VIII. 

O  Holy  and  blessed  Spirit,  since  on  account  of  our 
sin  fulness,  we  know  not  what  to  offer  up  in  prayer, 
descend  now  arid  enable  me  to  give  praise  to  Almighty 
GOD,  through  Jesus  Christ,  for  his  preserving  me  through 
this  night  past,  and  bringing  me  to  the  light  of  another 
day  in  greater  strength  than  yesterday.  ^O  GOD  preserve 
me  so  until  the  duties  of  the  day  be  over,  I  am  going  to 
write  to  my' dear  Mother.  I  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  be  with  me,  when  I  write,  and  enable  me  to  dictate 
what  may  be  serviceable  to  her  eternal  concef  ns.  I  pray, 
O  GOD,  that  thou  (4)  wilt  have  mercy  on  the  whole 
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family,  as  thou  (5)  hast  had  mercy  on  me,  who  am  as 
unworthy  as  any  of  them  of  a  kind  and  merciful  Saviour, 
and  as  deserving  of  condemnation  as  thousands  who  have 
suffered — wheujthou  out  of  thy  great  mercy  snatchedst 
me  from  the  gates  of  destruction  and  drove  from  before 
mine  eyes  that  dark  cloud  which  prevented  my  seeing  any 
thing  in  its  proper  light.  I  was  running  a  course  that 
would  lead  to  eternal  death,  in  sin  and  wickedness, 
glorying  in  it  ignorantly.  It  was  in  this  state  that  thou 
wast  pleased  to  visit  me  with  a  merciful  sickness,  and 
sanctify  it  to  my  soul.  O  Lord,  I  was  then  and  am  now 
an  unworthy  creature,  without  any  power  of  myself,  but 
thou  in  mercy  shevvedst  me  Jesus,  the  ever  blessed 
Saviour,  who  has  received  me  with  open  arms,  merely 
because  I  believed  in  his  name,  and  confessed  my  sins, 
which  he  took  upon  himself,  and  gave  me  his  imputed 
righteousness,  and  requires  nothing  in  return  but  to  love 
and  fear  thee,  O  GOD — And  I  trust  thee  to  keep  me  for 
his  sake.  I  know  that  I  have  never  been  grateful  enough 
for  these  thy  wonderful  mercies,  and  am  but  weak  and 
poor  in  spirit.  O  Lord,  in  thy  tender  mercy  increase  my 
faith.  Amen* 


IX. 

O  most  merciful  Father,  I  again  rise  to  praise  thee 
for  many  mercies,  and  giving  me  strength  to  undertake  a 
journey.    O  my  GOD,  I  pray  that  thou  (6)  wilt  relieve 
G  3 
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the  great  pain  I  feel  in  my  bowels  ;  yet  I  must  not  com 
plain,  bvit  I  know  it  is  in  thy  power  to  give  me  ease.  O 
i»,y  Saviour,  I  pray  that  thou  (7)  wilt  be  with  me  in  my 
journey,  and  that  the  fatigue  may  not  be  too  much  for 
my  weak  state  of  body,  I  put  my  whole  trust  in  thee, 
therefore  I  have  nothing  to  fear.  Amen. 


X. 

Almighty  GOD  our  heavenly  Father,  I  give  thee  hearty 
thanks  through  Jesus  Christ  for  thy  preservation  of  me 
in  the  last  night,  and  further  pray  that  in  mercy  thou  (8) 
wilt  ease  me  from  the  acute  pain  I  feel  in  my  bowels,  as 
it  rests  entirely  with  thee.  If  it  is  thy  pleasure  that  it 
must  continue  to  make  me  suffer,  grant  me  patience  to 
bear  it,  but  O  Lord  give  me  not  more  pain  and  trouble 
than  I  am  able  to  bear  in  these  my  last  few  days.  O 
Lord  Jesus,  be  with  me  this  Sabbath  and  keep  my  mind 
in  the  spirit  of  holiness,  teach  me  to  rejoice  at  the 
thoughts  of  death,  as  I  know  that  immediately  my  soul 
leaves  this  earthly  tabernacle,  it  is  instantly  present  with 
the  Saviour,  where  I  shall  see  him  face  to  face.  O  Lgrd 
ease  my  present  pain,  and  enable  me  in  this  day  to  read 
some  of  that  book  of  joy,  The  Saints'  Everlasting  Rest. 
Amen. 


XI. 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  I  come  unto  thee 
through  the  mediation  of  Jesus,    thine  only  Son,    our 


APPENDIX.  139 

Redeemer,  to  give  thanks  for  the  mercies  of  the  past 
night,  and  particularly  for  easing  me  of  the  great  pain  of 
my  bowels — these  Lord  are  greater  manifestations  of  thy 
love  than  I  could  hope  for.  How  shall  I  give  thee  thanks 
— let  me  put  my  whole  trust  and  confidence  in  thee,  and 
I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be  confounded.  I  pray  O  Lord 
Christ  that  thou  (9)  wilt  be  with  me  this  day  administering 
comfort  and  consolation  to  my  departing  soul.  O  blessed 
Saviour  I  stand  much  in  need  of  thy  assistance  to  help 
me  to  view  death  in  its  proper  light,  that  I  may  rejoice 
in  the  thoughts  of  it,  knowing  the  change  to  be  for  the 
best.  O  blessed  Saviour  I  look  and  trust  to  be  saved, 
it  is  — 

[Here  he  broke  off,  and  wrote  no  more ;  being  unable,  through 
extreme  weakness,  to  conclude  the  prayer.] 


The  following  was  written  down  by  a  friend  as  he  prayed  aloud  :— 

XII. 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  I  return  thee  my 
warmest  thanks  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  for  having 
brought  me  to  see  the  light  of  another  day,  and  in  more 
strength  than  I  could  expect.  I  pray  thee,  O  GOD,  to 
continae  thy  goodness  towards  me  in  like  manner  and 
preserve  my  faculties  to  the  last  hour  of  my  life,  which  I 
shall  resign  happily  into  thy  hands  whenever  thy  godly 
wisdom  may  think  fit  to  call  me.  I  pray  that  in  thy 
infinite  mercy  I  may  be  preserved  until  I  have  attained 
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my  twenty-first  year,  that  so  if  I  have  disposed  of  rr,y 
earthly  possessions  according  to  thy  will,  it  may  so 
remain.  O  keep  me  this  day  out  of  all  assaults  ef  my 
soul,  and  make  me  be  inclined  to  holiness  and  heavenly 
meditation.  And  now,  O  Father,  I  commit  myself  cheer 
fully  to  thy  Almighty  care.  Amen. 

P.  S. — In  nine  places  where  Mr.  G.  had  addressed  the  Deity  in 
the  second  person  plural,  the  second  person  singular  of  the  pronoun 
and  verb  has  been  substituted.  These  are  all  marked  by  numerical 
figures  placed  after  the  alterations.  Iii  every  other  respect  the 
whole  of  the  prayers  are  presented  to  the  reader  literally  as  I  re 
ceived  them,  for  I  have  not  presumed  to  alter  a  word,  lest,  by  so 
doing,  the  sweet  savour  of  heavenly  love  aud  unaffected  simplicity 
which  they  impart  should  be  lost. 

T.  R. 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

Page  16,  line    1,  dele  indeed. 

*•) 22,  for  little,  read  floating. 

3-1 10,  for  had  bten  indulging,  read  had  indulged. 

36 12,  dele  to. 

6/> 8,  for  youug,  read  young. 

75 18,  after  From,  insert  The  Rev. 

90 IT,  for  j^a/,  read  great. 

120 21,  for  terrestial,  read  terrestrial. 


iiitii,  I'rintett,  Exeter. 
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